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: Kinwaitcharges 33 suspected plotters 

KUWAIT (R) — Kawafc bm darged-33 peopk^hjcfexttng a Brttoo and two 
Iranians, wWi plotting to o v erthrow (he government, the Kuwait N «ra 
Agency (KUNA) odd . Wednesday, ft quoted a Mate sectary official as 
sajing «■*<* the defiadanu, D «f whom are at large, could get the death 
peuufcy or be Jailed for Me. The official add other ch ar ges indwfiog 
- conspiracy to mni t w nd pnbfidy l i mililn y the Emir, SMH» Jnbcr A1 
Ahmad Al Sabah. He atnd She head of the stele security coart would set a 
trial date. He Hated the acc uwri as a Moo of Lebanese origin, 18 
Kuwaitis, ntae Iraqis, two Iranians, two Lebanese and me other 
non>KnwaftL fie did not give their names or say when they were arrested. 
Late last year, Kuwait freed two out of 17 pro-Iranian mffltante who 
co i ii l ett dfiTe-yeM-JaB H f. fite nces. to r their partin the 1310 bwabtags of tin? 
DA- and Trench eibawlen to Kuwait. Release of the 17- has bees 
d em and e d hy several pro- Iranian gr oups, lwh«Bii[ the blacken of a 
Knwaiti a htiner bast AprtL A British e rinw y spokesman later identified 
the Briton among toe as Sami Bmwh HqjajQ, 40, a seienoe 

lednrer at Kuwait University, who be said was in custody- . 
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continue 
today 

; By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More rain- is ex- 

- ir,, pected in the Kingdom until at 
' tw * east Thursday evening as a result 
; - ’liu of a cold front which affected the 

- jtj ^ country over the past three days, 

according to the Department of 
<• Meteorology Wednesday. 

- : ,S The department said that the 
cold front which is centred over 
j-.. Cyprus was expected to wane 
gradually as temperatures rise 
slightly to reach 10 Celsius. 

•. "- 1 The department warned of 
poor visibility along most roads, 
especially during toe night and 
n > - the early morning hours of 
n{ Thursday. 

According to the department 

" * k toe area around the University of 
• :J Jordan near Amman received 60 
millimetres of rain fall by 

- ’• '< > Wednesday noon, the highest re- 

■ corded amount of rain in toe 

; country during the past three 

•••: h$*y*- 

-■ In Aqaba gulf north westerly 

:._-J winds were expected and ealm 
sea. 

Reservoirs behind Hamy built 
. i."-. in Jordan now have a total of 83.5 
million cubic metres of water, 

- . v collected from rain that fell in the 

Kingdom during the present win- 
. . j.‘ ter season, according to Jordan 
. Valley Authority (JV A) Secret- 
"l ary General Mohammad Bani 
« HanL 

.• .i He said that stored water be- 
_ ~ hind King Talal Dam is how 
estimated at 61 million cubic 
.1 metres; behind Wadi AI Arab 
; Dam, 14 million; Sbarhabxl Dam, 
£hree mOfion; Wadi Shu’elb 1.5 
million apd Kafram'3.65 million - 

He said that farms in the Jor- 
dan Valley region, which normal- 
ly benefit from this stored water 
WOira in the dry season, will be requir- 
ing less amounts of water in the 
coming, summer because of toe 
heavy, rain that fell in the King- 
dom in the past few days. 



Crown Prince receives Tunisian Minister 


Us Royal Crown Prince Hassan, the 

Regent, received at toe Royal Court Wednesday 

v Mrtn g T rniinfcm j Uhiklw nfTnm km Mnhamnnwi 

Jigham in the presence of Minister of Tourism 
Yanal They discussed Jordanian-Tuni- 

rifln cooperation in tourism. The' Tunisian Mbus- 


ter held meetings with several ministers, indnding 
Hikraat, to discuss tourism, and on Tuesday, he 
paid a visit to toe ancient Nabatean city of Ptetra In 
southern Jordan accompanied by Ministry of 
Tourism Secretary General Nasri AtaDab (Petra 
photo) 


Nuseibeh calls for guaranteeing 




Palestinian children’s rights 


BUDAPEST (Petra) — Jordan 
has urged world parliaments to 
conclude an agreement that can 
guarantee children’s rights to liv- 
ing and education. 

The idea was presented to toe 
International Parliamentary Uo- " 
ion (IPU) session, which is being 
held in Budapest, the Hungarian 
capital, by member of the Upper 
House of Parliament Hazem 
Nuseibeh. 

- Nuseibeh said that such an 
agreement should be binding to 
all nations and should ensure the 


rights of children of minorities as 
well. 

Nuseibeh referred to the situa- 
tion in the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories where he said 
thousands of Palestinian children 
are Being deprived of education 
and displaced. “Thousands of 
Palestinian children have been 
displaced as a result of occupa- 
tion, and are now rendered 
homeless and without identity.” 

Nuseibeh said that Jordan, 
along with many nations, have 
already enacted laws through 


Parliament to provide protection 
to children ana to ensure compul- 
sory education, as well as the 
right to immunisation against dis- 
eases which kill millions of chil- 
dren. 

Earlier, the bead of Jordan’s 
delegation to the IPU meeting 
here, met with the heads of Arab 
delegations attending the sessions 
and discussed world affairs, the 
Middle East issue and prospects 
for bolding the projected interna- 
tional Middle East peace confer- 
ence. 



^Government troops prepare to deploy around Kabul as the Mujahedeen fighters increase their pressure on Jalalabad (Sygma photo) 

Battle for Jalalabad reaches stalemate 


n*&' 


PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) — 
The 10-day-old battle for Jalala- 
; . bad seemed at a stalemate 
Wednesday but the attacking re- 
bels said tbev were keeping up 
pressure bn the eastern Afghan 
city. 

Afghan rebel sonnies' said two 
days of comparative lull had fol- 
lowed eight days.of fierce dashes 
which caused heavy casualties 
and sent thous ands . fleeing to 

* neighbouring Pakistan. 

Several rebel commanders had 
-predicted Jalalabad would fall in 
a few days when they launched 
- the Offensive to secure & possible 
•' base for their provisional govern- 
; meat. ... 

Biot after toe rebels captured 
. . the„ well-fortified garrison of 
SamarkbeJ, east of [be provincial 
capital, minefields .and heavy 
. bombing by government planes 

* stowed thch- progress.- 

~ _The guerrilla sources in the ' 
> north-west Pakistan dty of Pesha- 
/ war said that for toe oast three 
rebel forces had been some 
that to five kilometres from Jala- 
labad. 

, But morale among the West- 
^backed - Mujahedeeir rebels 
was higfr after their imtiat sucres- 
ses, witnesses' said. . 


“The Mujahedeen are in very 
high spirits,” said one traveller 
just back in Peshawar from toe 
Jalalabad area. “They seem to 
have no fear and walk around 
openly though fighting is so 
dose.” 

The rebels captured a govern- 
ment post near Jalalabad airport 
Wednesday and another in toe 
Behsud Mountains north of the 
city, the guerrillas sources said. 

“If the Mujahedeen control 
these mountains, they can easily 
hit anywhere in Jalalabad,” one 
guerrilla official said. 

A spokesman for the Mahaz-I- 
MOli rebel party said its units had 
shelled an anny garrison outside 


Jalalabad, setting fire to an 
amm unition dump and a wheat 
store. 

Both the rebels and the Kabul 
govememnt dispute each other’s 
accounts of the fighting and inde- 
pendent confirmation is not 
usually available. 

Both sides have sent reinforce- 
ments to Jalalabad. But one guer- 
rilla official said there were 
already enough Mujahedeen in 
the area. 

“One cause of the high casual- 
ties is that there are too many 
Mujahedeen there,” he said. 

The traveller just back from 
the Jalalabad area said Mujahe- 
deen were coming from every-- 


4 Americans reportedly killed 

KABUL (R) — Af ghanistan said Wednesday its troops killed four 
American advisers and hundreds of Mqjahedeen rebels during fierce 
battles for the -control of the eastern dty of Jalalabad. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said a Saudi Arabian was also 
ftiA SSli gnwrd|g» IciBwi nrnmid Jalalabad, arme of some flf tfce 
heaviest fighting since the Soviet Union sent troops to prop up the 
Kabul government in December 1979. The b$t Soviet troops left 
Afghanistan last month. 

. The spokesman, Mohammad NaM Amani, said government troops 
hud repulsed fresh rebel attacks on the provindal capital, and that 
5,000 shells had rained on the^ city and its surroundings in toe past 24 


where. “They are iu their, 
thousands there,” be added. 

Meanwhile the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) has begun what it plans 
to be a regular medical air shuttle 
between Peshawar and the 
Kabul. 

A chartered plane carried some 
1.7 tonnes of mainly medical sup- 
plies to Kabul Tuesday for an 
ICRC surgical hospital there and 
more flights were planned for the 
future, an ICRC official said. 

“I don't know the schedule yet, 
but we hope to make regular 
flights,” ICRC delegate Martin 
Buhler told Reuters. 

On his arrival in Kabul after a 
two-week visit to India, Abdul 
Wakil was asked by reporters if 
New Delhi had agreed to send 
food and other supplies. 

“Yes, the Indians have 
accepted,” he said. “They think 
there is no ’barrier to this taking 
place." Asked when the aid 
would be sent, he replied: “Very 
soon.” 

A senior Afghan official said 
earlier this week that Britain and 
Fiance had effectively stopped 
the relief missions by ensuring 
that insurance for the planes was 
impossible to obtain. 


Clashes continue in Lebanese capital 

Beirut lay gripped in 
fear of all-out war 


BEIRUT (R) — Occasional bursts of 
machinegun fire replaced savage shelling by 
Falangist and opposition foes Wednesday as 
Lebanon’s battered capital lay gripped in 
fear of all-out war. 


At the American University 
Hospital (AUH), toe moans ana 
screams erf the wounded and the 
cries of bereaved relatives filled 
wards where nurses tried to cope 
with toe toll from “black Tues- 
day” — at least 43 dead and 140 
wounded. 

“For the first time in Leba- 
non's civil war, there is no one 
capable of mediating a lasting 
ceasefire. We’re back at square 
one. We’re back to April 13. 
1975,” said one pro-Syrian 
opposition politician, referring to 
the date Lebanon's civil war 
started. 

Political and military sources 
said fighting could break out any- 
time because no final settlement 
had been reached in the lull. 

The artillery fire on “black 
Tuesday,” as one newspaj 
termed the day, was the 
confrontation between two rival 
ovemments which took power 
September when a divided 
parliament failed to elect a new 
president. 

Most dty streets stayed de- 
serted Wednesday with residents 
fearing a repeat of the shelling 
and rocket fire which hit hospit- 
als, universities, schools and 
bakeries. 

Shops and apartment blocks 
lay in smoking ruins on both sides 
of the eight kilometre long 


govc 

last 


“green line” battlezone dividing 
Beirut into east and west. 

Some residents could be seen 
cleaning their shelters while a 
handful ventured cautiously out 
to buy bread and stockpile food 
from the few shops that opened. 

Tuesday’s battles, with artillery 
gunners on both sides pounding 
residential areas in the dty and 
outlying towns, were the most 
ferodous since 1986. 

Nunes at toe American Uni- 
versity Hospital said Wednesday 
that the rush of casualties to the 
hospital reminded them of the 
bloodiest days of Lebanon's 14 
years of civil war. 

“The flesh of some of toe 
victims melted away to the bones. 
It was a terrorising sight. The 
hospital was a mad bouse... 
Shells landed here and we had 
people dying on our hands,” said 
one nurse. 

Most of the casualties were still 
in intensive care or in the operat- 
ing room. Even if they survived, 
hospital sources said, many, 
would either be paralysed, hand- 
icapped or disfigured for life. 

Falangist security sources said 
Syrian troops, part of a 25,000 
force stationed in Lebanon since 
1976, were reinforcing their posi- 
tions and erecting rocket-laun- 
chers and artillery batteries in 
hills overlooking Falangist areas. 


In Riyadh, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Shara denied 
that Syria had any role in toe 
fighting. 

“Syria is not a party to the 
fighting in Lebanon,” he told 
Reuters between sessions of an 
Islamic foreign ministers’ 
meeting. 

Witnesses said pro-Syrian 
Druze fighters in the Shouf 
Mountains ringing Beirut were 
deploying multi-barrel rocket- 
launchers and Soviet-made T-54 
tanka from their barracks. 

Political sources said U.S. 
Ambassador John MacCarthy 
and the chairman of an Arab 
League Committee, Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, con- 
tacted the heads of Lebanon's 
rival cabinets, which have been 
locked in bitter conflict. 

Major-General Michel Aoun, 
heads a military government, 
vying for power with a civilian 
administration of Acting Prime 
Minister Sabin Hoss. 

The sources said MacCarthy 
and Sabah urged toe rivals to end 
the shelling which had killed 
mainly civilians, including school- 
children. 

Hoss urged Sabah to send an 
Arab League Committee to in- 
vestigate Aoun’s charges that Sy- 
rian troops took part m the fight- 
ing, saying that Aoun made 
toe allegations to justify his policy 
of see long to oust Syria from 
Lebanon. 

Aoun, who commands 15,000 
mainly Falangist troops, voiced 
his intention to drive Syrian 
forces from Lebanon. 


Mubarak renews call for conference 


BONN, West Germany (AP) — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak Wednesday called a news re- 
port that his country was planning 
to build a chemical weapons plant 
“propagandist^: declarations,” 
and renewed his calls for an 
international Middle East peace 
conference as a means of trying to 
resolve the Israeli-PaJestinian 
conflict. 

Speaking to journalists, 
Mubarak denied a New York 
Times report that Egypt may be 
building a chemical- weapons 
plant. 

“These reports really asto- 
nished me,” Mubarak said. 

He also warned that Middle 
East peace efforts should not be 
allowed to “get bogged down” 
because of such claims. 


The New York Times reported 
last week that the main elements 
of a plant that could be used to 
make poison gas were delivered 
to Egypt by a Swiss firm. 

According to toe newspaper, 
unidentified Swiss and U.S. offi- 
cials said they believed the plant 
would be installed at Abu Zaab- 
al, north of Cairo. 

Speaking to reporters in Bonn, 
Mubarak said efforts toward 
arranging an international Middle 
East peace conference should not 
be given a back seat to claims that 
Egypt was planning to build a 
chemical weapons plant. 

"We believe it is time to hold a 
conference for peace and security 
in the region, so that the Palesti- 
nian conflict can be resolved,” 


Mubarak said. 

“Such cooperation would be 
far better than getting bogged 
down in propagandists declara- 
tions like the claim that Egypt is 
producing chemical weapons,” he 
added. 

Mubarak did not say what he 
thought toe purpose of such 
“propagandists declarations” 
might be. 

The Egyptian president and 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl talked to reporters after the 
two leaders’ met at Kohl’s office 
earlier in the day. 

According to Kohl, during his 
talks unto Mubarak he assured 
the Egyptian leader of West Ger- 
many’s support for Egypt’s role in 
Middle East peace efforts. 


QIC seeks compromise on Rushdie 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Iranian delegates to the foreign 
ministers meeting of the 45-na- 
tion Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) lobbied heavily 
Wednesday for support for 
Ayatollah Ruhollab Khomeini’s 
death sentence against novelist 
Salman Rushdie. 

Delegation leader Mohammad 
Taskhiri angrily complained to 
toe Associated Press that Rush- 
die has “insulted all toe Isl ami c 
values, toe Koran and toe wives 
of the Prophet Mohamamd.” 

Taskhiri insisted that the Indi- 
an-born British author be judged 
according to the Sharia, or Kora- 
nic Law — which he said requires 
the death sentence for blas- 


phemy. 

Conference sources said a 
Dumber of delegates were trying to 
work out a compromise between 
Shi’ite Iran and Sunni Saudi Ara- 
bia on the issue. Iran wants Rush- 
toe killed without trial, while 
Saudi Arabia insists he be de- 
nounced and given a chance to do 
penance. 

The conference is to listen to 
Taskhiri explain his country’s 
stance on the Rushdie affair dur- 
ing Thursday’s morning session. 

The sources said it was higly 
unlikely that any OIC member will 
support Iran’s bid to spill Rush- 
die’s blood. They said that almost 
all delegations will readily con- 
demn toe book as an affront to 


Muslims and Islam. The major- 
ity of the delegates insist that 
Rushdie cannot be condemned to 
death without a fair trial and be 
given ample opportunity to re- 
pent. 

Ambassador Amr Moussa, de- 
puty head of the Egyptian delega- 
tion told AP that the Rushdie 
affair “is not an international 
political issue. It is just a book 
and an individual.” 

“We do Dot accept toe verdict 
given by one cleric of the Islamic 
establishment, nor do we consid- 
er a book like this reason enough 
for conflict between East and 
West or Islam and Christianity. 
Hus is wrong,” he said. 


Rabin chides U.S. for asking Israel 
to ease tension in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin hit back Wednesday at 
U.S. calls for Israel to ease ten- 
sions in the occupied territories 
saying Washington should 
address such requests to the 
PLO. 

Rabin, who has directed the 
battle against the 15-montb-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
also rejected suggestions by 
Secretary of State James Baker 
that Israel may have to talk peace 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

He said the United States, 
Israel’s closest ally, .should bade 
his plan to elect Palestinian nego- 
tiating partners in the territories. 

In a speech to Jerusalem* 
businessmen, the defence minis- 
ter reacted irritably to U.S. state- 
ments which he said implied 


Israel started the violence. At 
least 401 Arabs and 16 Jews have 
toed in the unrest. 

“I suggest to those who have a 
dialogue with the PLO that in- 
stead of appealing to us to ease, 
up, maybe they should talk to 
them. 

The United States ended a 
13-year ban on contacts with the 
PLO last December' after the 
group renounced terrorism and 
recognised the Jewish state’s right 
to exist? Israel still regards the 
PLO as a terrorist group. 

U.S. officials have said 
Washington would ask Israel to 
improve the atmosphere in the 
West Bank and Gaza by releasing 
jailed Palestinians, limiting de- 
tentions without trial and reopen- 
ing Arab schools. 

The Palestinians would be 
asked to stop toe violence in foe 
occupied territories and halt 


gm 

Era 


uerriUa infiltration attempts 
m Lebanon under the U.S. 
scheme. 

In the Gaza Strip Wednesday, 
Israeli troops arrested two teen- 
aged Palestinian gunmen from 
Egypt who attacked a border 
army base hours before Israel 
handed back toe Red Sea beach 
resort of Taba to Egyptian 
sovereignty. 

The anny said it had uncovered 
a Palestinian gang suspected of 
killin g a Gaza Arab and wound- 
ing another accused by Palesti- 
nians of helping Israel. An anny 
statement said security forces 
arrested 24 suspects. 

Meanwhile in the West Bank, 
three Palestinians, including a 9- 
y ear-old boy, were shot and 
wounded in dashes with troops, 
Arab hospital officials said. 

The anny said it was checking 
the report. 



HM King Hussein 

Al Hussein, 
Howe discuss 
Mideast 

LONDON (Petra) — His 
Majesty Iking Hussein Wednes- 
day received British Foreign 
Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe at 
his residence. 

During the meeting, they dis- 
cussed developments in the 
Middle East and the efforts 
exerted to convene an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

U.S. must 
spell out 
stand on 
Mideast, 
PLO says 

TUNIS (R) — The United States 
must define terrorism and dearly 
spell out its position on Middle 
East issues in its next talks with 
toe PLO, a leading member of 
toe group said Wednesday. 

Salab Kfaalaf (Abu Iyad), de- 
puty leader of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's Fateh Move- 
ment, told Reuters there was an 
urgency about the talks because 
extremists were waiting to sabot- 
age the PLO’s peace strategy. 

The meeting, which is expected 
in the next two weeks, will be the 
second formal session since the 
United States agreed to open a 
dialogue with toe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation last De- 
cember. 

The PLO has accused toe new 
U.S. administration of dragging 
its feet on Middle East policy and 
of bringing up minor issues in a 
series of informal contacts be- 
tween U.S. Ambassador in Tunis 
Robert Pelletreau and PLO rep- 
resentative Hakam Balawi. 

" (The next talks) should go 
into the fundamental issues, most 
importantly the U.S. attitude to-' 
wards a comprehensive settle- 
ment... towards the Palestinian 
people's right to self-determina- 
tion and its position on an inter- 
national peace conference,” Abu 
Iyad said. 

“Then we must define terror- 
ism, so we no longer disagree on 
this, since we consider that the 
intifada and toe armed struggle 
against the occupation are not 
terrorism,” he added. 

More than 400 people, most of 
them Palestinians, have died in 
the 15-month-old Palestinian up- 
rising in the 'Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The United States sees an in- 
ternational peace conference as a 
possible means to direct negotia- 
tions, while the PLO says the 
conference should provide 
guarantees for any agreements 
reached in direct talks before- 
hand. 

Abu Iyad, who last month 
appealed to Israelis to start direct 
talks, said the PLO was prepared 
to discuss everything in such talks 
but insisted they should lead to 
the conference. 

“Everything’s on the table. We 
are ready to talk about anything 
and there's nothing we are afraid 
to discuss,” be said. 

He said time was not on the 
side of peace. 

‘There are many extremist 
forces, Arab, Islamic and Palesti- 
nian, lying in ambush for peace to 
fail so that they can attack the 
policy of the FLO and say the 
policy was wrong. 

“The Americans and the Euro- 
peans must realise this and under- 
stand why we are asking for a step 
towards peace,” Abu Iyad said. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
suggested Tuesday that Israel 
might have to negotiate 
with the PLO in direct 
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Taba returns to its ri 


TABA (Agencies) — Israel banded back the Red 
Sea - beach resort of Taba to Egypt Wednesday, 
completing its withdrawal from the last speck of 
Egyptian territory occupied in the 1967 Middle East 


war. 

Israeli policemen withdrew 
without ceremony from the 700- 
metre beach strip, leaving an 
Israeli-built luxury hotel and holi- 
day village under Egyptian 
sovereignty after international 
arbitration ended a seven-year 
border dispute. 

The Egyptian flag was raised at 
noon (1000 GMT) at the new 
border point. Dozens of Egyp- 
tians chanted “Allahu Akbar” 
(God is Great) while Jewish de- 
monstrators shouted “the people 
of Israel live." 

Israeli officials said the pullout 
removed the last obstacle to 


warming cool relations between. 
Israel and Egypt. But Egyptian 
officials forecast no major im- 
provement until Israel moved on 
the Palestinian problem. 

The Israeli demonstrators, a 
mixture of hotel workers and 
Jewish settlers from the occupied 
Gaza Strip, sang the national 
anthem in protest at the return of 
the occupied land. 

Israeli police earlier arrested 
about 20 hotel workers deman- 
ding compensation who lay down 
in the road and refused to move. 

Israel's two main radio stations 
ran live broadcasts on the Taba 


withdrawal, counting down the 
hours, then minutes until the 
handover. 

Hardline Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, who has vowed to 
hold on to the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, also occupied in the 
1967 war. appeared concerned to 
avoid setting any precedent for 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territory. 

"The Egyptian flag will fly 
from today and forever," Ahmad 
Messeri. Egypt's consul in the 
nearby Israeli resort of Eilat, 
declared after raising the flag. 

Israel lowered its flag in Taba 
under cover of darkness Tuesday 
night and Israeli officials express- 
ed relief that Egypt had derided 
not to hold immediate political 
festivities at the site. 

"The feeling is that the two 
sides derided to make this cere- 
mony on this particular day in a 


wners 


very discreet way, without a "high 
profile and we certainly think it is 
desirable to continue- this. way," 
said Yitzhak Lior, deputy dfrec- 
tor-general of the Israeli-Foreign 
Ministry. 

President Hosni Mubarak is 
expected to visit Taba Sunday for 
celebrations marking its return to 
Egypt. 

Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Alon Liel told repor- 
ters on the spot- “We see a lot of 
hope. We hope very much it will 
be possible to live here together 
and the hotel will thrive and there 
will be many Israeli tourists 
alongside the Egyptian tourists.” 

Egypt bought the resort facili- 
ties for some S38 million but the 
former Israeli owner will con- 
tinue to manage the hotel and 
Israeli citizens will be able to visit 
Taba without visas. 

Butros GhaJi. Egypt's minister 


of state for foreign affairs, said 
resolving the conflict over Taba 
peacefully “is a ’victory for the 
rule of international law” and the 
provisions of the 1979 peace trea- 
ty between Israel and Egypt. 

“It opens the door to joint 
actions berween Egypt and Israel 
to solve the Palestinian prob- 
lem,” he said in Cairo, stressing 
that no comprehensive Middle 
East peace was possible unless 
Palestinians had the right to self- 
determination. 

Haim Ramon of the Labour 
Party in Israel's divided govern- 
ment, said the turnover served as 
a useful precedent, showing 
Israel should concentrate on eco- 
nomic and security arrangements 
instead of arguments over 
sovereignty. 

“We mustn’t' insist on symbols 
but on substantial issues. If we 
start negotiating now (over the 


West Bank and Gaza), maybe we 
can achieve this. If we wait 
another five or six years, we will 
lose everything,” he said in an 
interview in occupied Jerusalem. 

On the beach, green bereted 
Israeli border police emptied 
their guard hut at the former 
barbed wire frontier. They also 
said there would be no ceremony 
and one added they would simply 
leave “as usual, at’ the end of the 
shift at noon." 

Nearby, Dudu Oren, 31, a life- 
guard at Taba Beach for eight 
years, cleared out his shack and 
piled his belongings on the beach. 

Oren said he had been married 
on the beach in Taba and gave his 
2-year-oJd son the Hebrew name 
of Yam for the sea which laps its 
shores. He said his whole life was 
tied up in Taba but that he hoped 
his leaving “will be good for 
peace." 


NAAA: Cuts in. foreign 
aid not in U.S. interest 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
George R. Moses, president cf 
the National Association of Arab 
Americans (NAAA). testifying 
before the House Foreign Affairs ' 
Subcommittee on Europe and the 
Middle East March 13. said Jor- 
dan is an "indispensable element 
in the Middle East peace process' 
whose urgent military and econo- 
mic needs have been neglected” 
by the United States in recent 
years. "The NAAA strongly sup- 
ports the increased aid levels the 
administration has proposed for 
Jordan." Moses asserted. 

The administration has prop- 
osed S35 million in Economic 
Support Funds (ESF) assistance 
for the fiscal year 1990. almost 
twice as much as its FY 19S9 
request, and S4S million in fore- 
ign military assistance (FMS). up 
from S10 million granted in fiscal 
year (FY) 19S9. ~ 

The N AAA also spoke in sup- 
port of the administration's prop- 
osed funding levels for Egypt, 
Oman and the Yemen Arab Re- 
public. But Moses emphasised 
that the S2.55-milIion budget for 
Lebanon is "woefully- inadequ- 
ate." He urged the subcommittee 
to support an increase in aid to 
Lebanon of "not less than S25 
million.” Noting that appropria- 
tions for United Nations Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) do 
not fall within the purview of the 
foreign aid programme. Moses re- 


minded the panel that "the Un- 
ited States has not paid its full 
assessment for L^NIFIL since 
1985. and was SS2.5 million in 
arrears at rhe end of I9SS." 

Noting that the Bush adminis- 
tration is today confronted with 
"an unprecedented opportunity 
for peace in the Middle East." 
Moses also urged the committee 
and the administration to "pursue 
vigorously a substantive dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation iPLO)" leading to a 
comprehensive peace in the re- 
gion. 

Citing the disparity between 
the S3-btUion allocation in ESF 
and FMS aid for Israel, Moses 
said the SL2 million for the West 
Bank and Gaza, a $3-milIion re- 
duction from the FY 'S9 budget,' 
“is insufficient to maintain the 
quality of aid in the region parti- 
cularly in light of the severe 
economic strains being felt as a 
result of the Israeli crackdown." 
He also called for "comprehen- 
sive and impartial congressional 
hearings" in light of ongoing 
human rights violations 
documented by Amnesty Interna- 
tional throughout the region. He 
further urged the Congress “to 
press Israel publicly not to ob- 
struct private voluntary organisa- 
tion projects in the West Bank 
and Gaza." 


Likud claims victory in 2nd leg of municipal elections 


TEL AVIV (R) — Leaders of 
Israel's Likud Party said Wednes- 
day it had finally taken control of 
local government from Labour by 
winning 11 our of 19 mayoral 
contests in run-off municipal elec- 
tions. 

Bui Labour leaders, who con- 
ceded defeat in the first round of 
voting on Feb. 28 when Likud 
swept six of the 10 largest cities, 
also claimed victory in Tuesday's 
elections. 

Polling took place for a second 
time in 27 Jewish and Arab towns 
where no candidate won an abso- 
lute majority in the first round. 

“I can say with certainty that ... 
local government is in the hands 
of Likud with no need for any 


excessive coalitions with Labour 
or other factors." said parlia- 
mentarian David Magen, who 
headed Likud's campaign in the 
municipal poll. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
had said a vote for his nationalist 
Likud Party would send a mes- 
sage to the world that Israel 
would not talk to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. Labour 
focused on local issues. 

Likud won the elections in the 
northern resort of Nahariya and 
the affluent Tel Aviv suburb of 
Ra'anana for the first time in 
Israel's 40-year history but 
Labour captured Beit Shemesh. a 
working-class development town 
which was long a Likud bastion. 


Labour leader Shimon Peres 
was shouted down and hit by 
tomatoes while campaigning in 
Beit Shefnesh in 1981 general 
elections^ Labour officials de- 
scribed their victory there as a 
revolution. 

Labour Secretary-General 
Micha' parish said his party 
fought* Likud in only 10 mayoral 
contests Tuesday and won eight 
of rhem. 

"The truth is our goal was to 
top the process that marked the 
first round in which we suffered a 
moral reverse. We managed to 
stop this process to a large extent 
and we feel great satisfaction.” he 
said. 


Labour also won control of 
Rehovot, Kiryat Ekron. Hatzor. 
Haglilit and Kiryat Malachi from 
Likud. Likud took control of 
Hadera and won seats in Safed 
and Dimona among other towns. 

The first-round results dealt a 
severe blow to Labours ageing 
political machine, which had re- 
tained a strong grip on local 
government after losing national 
dominance to Likud. 

“Likud can say this morning 
thar the momentum of victory 
was not only maintained but also 
increased," . Magen said. 

He said Likud won 61 mayoral 
contests to Labour's 31 in the two 
rounds of municipal elections. 


Poll: U.S. Jews angered by Israeli policies 


NEW YORK (R) — A majority 
of LLS. Jews oppose Israeli ac- 
tions in suppressing the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter- 
ritories. according to an Amer- 
ican Jewish committee survey. 

The survey also found that 47 
per cent of American Jews be- 
lieve the Palestinians have a right 
to a homeland on the West Bank 
and Gaza "so long as >> does not 
threaten Israel." Only 23 per cent 
disagreed while 30 per cent said 
thev were not sure. 

the poll, conducted for the 
committee, a major American 
Jewish organisation, by an inde- 
pendent polling firm, says that 
while American Jews are deeply 


troubled by Israel's handling of 
the uprising they still strongly 
support the Jewish state. 

"There are some signs of 
change but American Jews are 
still, literally, scared to death of 
the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation)." said sociologist 
Steven Cohen, who interviewed 
944 American Jews for the 
survey. 

Cohen said that 54 per cent of 
American Jews thought Israel 
was acting wrongly in the way it 
suppressed the 15-month-old up- 
rising while 29 per cent disagreed 
and IS per cent said they did not 
know. - 


Almost 400 Palestinians and 16 
Israelis have died in rhe uprising, 
sparking bitter divisions among 
America s six million Jews who 
form the world's largest Jewish 
community and who sent more 
than S300 million to Israel last 
year. 

Over 60 per cent of those sur- 
veyed said Israel should stop forc- 
ibly transferring Palestinians out 
of the West Bank, a policy that 
has brought condemnation from 
U.S. human rights monitors. 

Younger American Jews ex- 
pressed the .sharpest .disagree- 
ments with Israeli policies in the. 
occupied territories. . 

Thirty-eight per cent of those- 


under 35 years old and 5S per 
cent older than 65 said Israel 
would be threatened by a Palesti- 
nian nation. 

"This testifies to the powerful 
effect that the holocaust and the 
founding of the state of Israel (in 
1948) had on the older genera- 
tion... the younger the Jew. the 
less likely ’he is to have been 
impressed by developments like 
these," Cohen said. 

Despite concern over Israeli 
policies. 62 per cent of those 
interviewed said they felt "verv 
close'^f’Tainy-ctose'’ w Israel; 
’ the safiie number as in 1986. be- 
fore the uprising began. 


middle east news in brief 


Gulf minesweepers depart 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — The U.S. naval force in the Gulf 
war preparing Tuesday for its biggest shakeup since the Iraq-Iran 
cease-fire, with a new commander taking over and three navy 
minesweepers ending their 18-month duty tours in the waterway. 
The departure of the minesweepers, which U.S. military sources 
said was likely within the week, would be the biggest single 
cutback of American warships since the Iraq-Iran truce ended 
hostilities in the Gulf almost seven months ago. The withdrawal 
would leave the United States with 11 warships — including three 
other minesweepers — in the Gulf, and nine more in a supporting 
aircraft carrier battle group in the Arabian Sea. In all, the U.S. 
fleet will have been reduced by seven ships since the Aug. 20 
cease-fire, American officials say, however, that the navy intends 
to keep a permanent force in the Gulf, as it has since 194 9. The 
latest reported cutback, the first involving more than one ship at a 
time, coincides with the arrival of a new chief for the Joint Task 
Force Middle East, as the naval contingent is known. Rear 
Admiral William M. Fogarty, who led the official inquiry into the 
shooting down of an Iranian jetliner by rhe navy cruiser USS 
Vincenness last year, will take command in a ceremony Thursday 
aboard the navy's Gulfrbased flagship, USS La Salle. 

S. Yemenis who fled can return 

SANAA (R) — More than 30,000 South Yemenis who fled the 
country in 1986 after bloody clashes between rival factions of the 
ruling Marxist Party will be allowed to return, North Yemeni 
political sources said Tuesday. Most of those who fled the fighting 
settled in North Yemen where deposed President Ali Nasser 
Mohammad lives in exile. The North Yemeni sources said 
Mohammad, who was sentenced to death in absentia in Decem- 
ber 19S7, and six of his aides were the only South Yemenis still 
banned from returning. More than 30.000 people will be allowed 
back, they said. In a bid earlier this month for national 
reconciliation. Aden said it would free 34 prisoners convicted of 
treason in the 1987 trial of 108 officials, former ministers and 
officers who served under Mohammad. 

Israel reports border infiltration 

CAIRO (R) — Israel has asked Egypt to arrest an Egyptian who 
reportedly entered Israeli territOTy with two others Wednesday. 
Egyptian Defence Ministry sources said. The sources said the 
Israeli request indicated three Egyptians crossed the border 
illegally at the town of Rafah in the early morning. The incident 
took place a few hours before Israel formally handed over the 
Taba beach strip, the last stretch of Egyptian territory occupied 
since the 1967 Middle East war. The Egyptian sources said the 
Israelis had advised Cairo the three infiltrators were not armed. . 
The Israeli request, forwarded to Egypt's Defence Ministry, said 
Israeli security forces arrested two of them. The third apparently, 
crossed back to Egypt. "We are still trying to confirm the incident' 
ourselves,” one of the sources said. 

U.S. court convicts Younis 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. officials say the conviction of 
Lebanese hijacker Fawaz Younis affirms the "long-arm" tactics 
they used to lure him aboard a yacht in the Mediterranean Sea 
with promises of sex and drugs. Younis. held in isolation since his 
arresr in September 1987. was convicted Tuesday in U.S. district 
court of leading five heavily armed men aboard Royal Jordanian 
Airlines Flight 402 in Be’init. Lebanon, June li. 1985. The 
hijackers, members of Lebanon's Amal militia held the 70 
passengers and crew hostage for 30 hours to publicise their 
demands for aid in their battle against Palestinian refugees. No 
one was killed in the incident, and Younis testified that he led the 
hijacking under orders from the militia. .Younis. 30. sat impassive- 
ly as the jury of seven women and five men returned a verdict 
rejecting his defence. He faces, life imprisonment. 
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Friday ** =Saturday = ** ** =Sunday= &=Monday 



SUNDAY & EVERYDAY 

Luncheon Buffet 

at the 

Coffee Shop 



Prime Rib 
Night 
at the 
Coffee Shop 



# % 


■l5c 


Prime Rib 
Yorkshire Pudding 
Baked Potato, Vegetables 
Selection or Sweets 

JD. 6.500 PP 


Jumbo Shrimp 
Night 
at the 
Andalusia 





Sea Food Cocktail. 
Shrimps • Grilled. Deep Fried, 
or Provencal 
Selection of Sweets 

JD. 10.000 pp 


Spanish Paella 

V~ Night 

at the 

Coffee Shop 





Sea Food Soup 
Traditional Paella 
tRice. Shrimp. Hammuur & 
tala man etc...} 
Selection of Sweets 

JD.6.500 pp 



Steak Night 

at the 


Coffee Shop 






RESERVATIONS AMMAN PLAZA Hotel 


IJU — s — 

Trusthouse forte Hotels 




Charcoal Broiled Steak 
Green Salad 

Baked or Fried Potatoes 
Vegetables 
Selection or Sweet* 

JD.6.500 pp 






J 


gx=Wednesday=c^ ^ =Tkursday = =<^ 

Sea Food 


Indian Buffet 
Night 
at the 

jCoffee Shop 




Sdectjo£. 


1 




Beef. I^imb. Chicken. 
Shrimp or Vegetables. 

.Nam Bread 
Selection or Sweets 

JD.6.500 pp 


Night 
at the 

Andalusia 

Set Menu Or Ala Carter 


J 


Telephone No 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

t Tel: ?7.1| 11-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

15:45 . . Children program me 

!6:1S Local programme 

17:30 Programme on Jordan 

18:00 Nc»sior the Deaf 

18:20 Local programme 

18:50 .. . "Ghc me a break" 

19:15 Health programme 

19:40 Programme review 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20i30 Local series 

21:30 Programme review. 

21:40 Programme on Islamic an 

22:30 Arabic film 

23:00 . Ne\»>> >umnuirv in A rahic 

23:10 Film (cimtd } 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 La Baby Siller 

18:30 A variciv programme 

19:00 Sew* in French 

19:15 La Vie En Panne 

I W0 Ne»> in Hebtcw 

19:45 Varieties 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 Bril Cosby Show 

21:10 Thirty Something 

22dW News in English 

2230 Feature film - "When rhe Time 
Comes" 

PRAYER TIMES 

<M:24 Fajr 


I V:JI (Sunrise! Duhi 

11.45 Dhuhr 

15:09 Av 

17:46 Maghreb 

19:03 lsha 


CHURCHES 

Sn. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfleb 
Tel Nl»7au 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
h327S5 

St. Joseph Church Tel (\2459 ij. 
Chnrch of ibt Annunciation Tel. 
6374411. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrauuna Church Tel: (C23t* 
Church of the Annunciation Tel 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 6253K3. Tci 
62K543. 

Armenian Catholic Chureh Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnrch Tel 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Chnrch Tel 771751. 
Amman lnicrnatiaaBl Chnrch Tci 

685326. 

fi^angrllcnl Lutheran Church Tel. 

Rj|iat»« Cougregatkw Tel R2260S. 
The Church of Jesus Christ or Utter- 
Day Saints Tel. K15K17. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hv the Department ol 
Mcrcamlog}. 



The influence of the told front will 
continue and is expccicd to wane 
Thursday evening. Therefore it will 
remain cold, cloudy and rainy. Winch 
will be westerly fresh becoming gra- 
dually northwesterly moderate. 

In Aqaba, it will he -partly clouds 
with possible scattered showers Winds 
will be southerly fresh becoming north- 
erly moderate and seas calm. 

Min. max. temp 

Amman 3 - 10 

Aqaba |() •• 

Deserts 2 )2 

Iordan Valiev 8 . ‘16 

Yesterdays high temperatures; Am- 
man 9. Aqaba IS. Humidity readings: 
Amman 99 per cent. Aqaba 60 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

- NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr SugahuflAlRaboubs 776751 

Dr. Saleh Zayed 790677 

Dr. Amm Abdul Jaber 614222 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Hourani ... 898554 

Firas pharaucy 661912 . 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Natrmikh pharmacy ... #03672 

Al&alaa pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 


IRBID: - 

Dr. Mohammad Zu"bi f— )' 

Ai Shana’ pharmacy 1985233) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mu feed Danrreh .....(—) 

Khalifch pharmaev 9W5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate * 

Rescue 630341 

Ci vi I Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police . .. 192. 621 111 . 637777 
Fire Brigade .. . *220909? 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police R43402 

Traffic Police ftfhMXWl 

Public 5ecunty Department 

656000 <685111 

Hotel Complaints 60$X00 

Pnce Complaints — 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality -= JJ 

Complaints . .... ....2871 r^. 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance jp, . J 

Overseas Calls ......... .-'7 . 17 • 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - ... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ...;. 661101 

Jordan Television _.... 773111 

Radid Jordan ...vTMlll 

Water Authority _... 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority . .815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6363SJ 

. RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OR- 52000 

. HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81 3813*32 

Khllidi Maternity. J.Amn. . 64428I>6 
Akiich Maternity. J. Aran.. . 64244I£ 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman . .! 636)40 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664I7I/4 

Shmetsam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital M5H45 

A]-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. A txiali 664)64/6 

Italian. A l-Muhajreen 777)0|/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 109)991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital ;.. (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02K72275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


Upper- lower price in fit s per kg 

Apple 5lW •' WO 

Banana 350 ■■ 300 

Banana (Mukammar) . . 300 » 250 

Broad beans ibO 121) 

Cabbage 1 10 • 60 

Carrots 220 Jbri 

Cauliflower 140 «' Itt. 

Cucumbers 4»n • 34T 

Eggplant 180 ’ 12i 

Garlic 2711 OUt 

Grapefruit 360 321* 

Lemon 4$» ' 4»W 

Lettuce (per one) I2H- JUO 

Marrow (large) 25d • 2HO 

Marrow ismalll 4«* 34ft 

Orange (Shammouti) .. .. 420 350 
Orange (local) 340 VJ0 

Onion (dry) 250 •' 200 

Onion tgreen) 140-100 

Pepper (hot) 6411 oOO 

Pepper (sweet) 2K0 -240 

Potato 320' 2»0 

Spinach 80-50 

Tomatoes 140 > IQ0 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

JNTERNATiONALAIRPORT 

7Tus information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart 1 
meni ai the Queen Aba International 
Airport Tel. (ON02DM, where it 
should always be venfied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! 1) 

87:00 Jeddah (RJ | 

09:18 Aqaba I RJ ) 

0*10 Damascus | RJ! 

09:30 Cairo (RJ} 

W:45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09r55 Doha. Bahrain fRJ) 

JBtOO Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

IfcOO Calcutta IRJ1 

18:15 UrnacafRJ: 

17i30 . . Sew York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:28 Allhens l RJ I 

17:45 London. Geneva | RJ I 

*7:45 Aqaba (RJ I 

I8:M Casabldnca.Tunri(RJ) 

JSJ{ Bangkok I RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ i 

8® : 20 Baghdad i RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12:18 Kuwait fTL'J 

12:15 Baghdad < I Al 

13 J5 .... Muscat. Bahrain (GF} 

13:45 Kuwait (KU) 

MdO Dhabran (TK) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

17:00 Bucharest [RQ) 

18KB Cairo (MS) 

1&35 Pans(AF) 

18:55 . . Arauerdam. Istanbul lK!_l 

19:13 Frankfurt (LH) 

BMW Zurich. Urnaca (SR) 


00:25 Lundon.CairaiBA; 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight: 
(Terminal (1) 

06*5 Aqaba l RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:45 RwnefRJj 

11:00 Tripob(RJ) 

11:10 Athens (RJ | 

12:00 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:10 LunacatRj) 

12:15 ParMRJl 

12:15 London I RJ) 

19:40 .... Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad ( RJ) 

20:15 Vienna. Miami (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ.) 

20:20 Cairn (RJ) 

Hh30 Dubai. Muscat (Ri) 

21:00 Bahrain. Doha (JU) 

23D0 Singapore . Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
22rt# Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal (2) 


06:20 
13:10 . 
13-JO 
143* 

15:00 . 

1530 

16:40 . 

18:15 

18:50 

1*35 

2tk®5 . 


Damascus. Frankfurt (LHl 
Turns (TU) 


un(GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

- .. Riyadh (SV) 

Rome IRQ) 

Onto (MSI 

Baghdad (AF) 

Sana'a (LH) 
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Regent opens 2 new 
'^factories in Aqaba 





« "r'-bt 
" — 


AQABA — A .newly-built liqbid 
fertiliser plant at the port ri^iy of 
Aqaba is due to open Thursday at a 
ceremony under die patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent^' in the 
presence of a number of cabinet 
minis ters and directors pf agri- 
cultural, industrial and commer- 
cial businesses in the kingdom. 

; The plant, the first of jts land in 


the Middle East region, has been 
established by the Jordanian- 
Kuwaiti Food and Agricultural 
Company — a joint Jordanian- 
Kuwaid venture. 

The company’s general mana- 
ger Ham Huneidi said in a state- 
ment that Prince Hassan’s attend- 
ance of the opening ceremony 
reflects his continued support for 
the industrial sector in Jordan 
and his endeavour to help the 
country attract foreign invest- 
ment. 

Prince Hassan is expected to 
deliver a speech on the occasion 
which comes as port of the King- 
dom's celebrations of the Arab 
Renaissance Day, normally cele- 
brated on March 22. 

The company's board chairman 
Sheikh Ibrahim Du’eij will be 
among the dignitaries attending 

the inauguration ceremony. 

Also on Thursday, Prince Has- 
san is expected to inaugurate a 
plant in Aqaba for cleaning and 
pocking rice, established by a 
local company in Amman in 
cooperation with an Iraqi firm. 


national news in brief 


to*. 
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DEVELOPMENT: Under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, the development council for the 
northern region Saturday holds a meeting at the Jordan University 
for Science and Technology. Sawt A1 Shaab daily says that die 
conferees will discuss recommendations issued in previous meetings. 
(Petra) 

PARLIAMENTARIANS: Jordan is participating in the Internation- 
al Parliamentary Union's 81st session, currently held in the Hunga- 
rian capital, Budapest. Head of the Jordanian parliamentary delega- 
tion Bahjat A1 Tilhouni chaired a meeting for the Arab group, 
during which he stressed the need for coordinating opinions and 
adopting a unified stand. Talhouni also called for unifying Arab 
efforts and ranks to achieve the long sought Arab unity. (Petra) 

WATER, WAT^R: Water and Irrigation Minister Ahmad Dakhqan 
' Tuesday presided over a meeting for the Water Authority of Jordan’s 
' (WAJ) board of directors, during which they discussed WAJ budget, 
the water situation and the water projects carried out by the 
authority. Dakhqan - called for taking the necessary measures to 
preserve the groundwater resources and to rationalise its use through 
imposing a bai on the drilling of ground water wells in the water 
basins, currently subject to drain. Dakhqan noted articles 18, 19 and . 
20 of the ground water control regulations drawn up by the ministry. 

- The regulation stipulates that owners of water wells should obtain 
annual licences for extracting groundwater (Petra) 




TRADE: A Jordanian trade and economic delegation plans to visit 
- Finland in die second quarter of 1989. AS Dustonr daily says that the 
" .visit is designed to strengthen economic relations and increase mutual 
: cooperation between the two countries. (J-T-) 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

I j . . : ■ ■ . 

; The fcflowwg listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
' .the dhly Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time -and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr An art exhibition by Egyptian artist ’AdK RizqnUah at A1 
Wasiti Gallery. 

* Jn art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at the Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation — 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 3-6 
: p.m. 

^ art exhibition by Rfluun Ghassib entitled “Jordan in 
! Spring” at the Royal Cultural Centre — 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
An exhibition entitled “The Tuebingen Adas of (he Middle 
" East” at the Yannook University. 

An exhibition entitled “British Books on the Mami e World” at 
; the Yarmouk University. 

% An art exhibition by Ahmad Ismaiei displaying paintings on 
! Maqamal A1 Hariri and Jordanian landscapes at the Gallery, 
; Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

* An exhibition of posters on the French Revolution at the French 
; Cultural Centre. 

& An exhibition of paintings by Mohammad A1 Jaloos at Alia Art 
- Gallery — 5:00 p.m. 

£ An Iraqi children’s books and paintings exhibition at Salt 
• Secondary School for Girls. 

CONCERT 

£ A concert by the Jordanian Armed Forces Orchestra at the 
* Royal Cultural Centre — 8:00 p.m. 

: FILMS 

i A feature film entitled “The African Queen” at the American 
- Centre — 7:00 pan. 

ic An Italian film entitled “Mussolini ultimo atto” at Haya Arts 
; Centre — 7 JO p.m. 



Regent patronises anniversary 


HIS Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Tuesday patronised a celebration at the 
Prince Hassan Fourth Mechanised Battalion on 
the occasion of the battalion’s 42nd anniversary. 
Receiving Prince Hassan upon his arrival was the 
head of tbe 12th Royal Mechanised Division 
along with a number of its officers. 

Pnnce Hassan addressed tbe battalion mem- 


bers and expressed his pride in their role and 
congratulating them on the occasion of the 
battalion's anniversary, which the late King 
Abdullah named the Fourth Battalion. The 
battalion's commander also spoke on the occa- 
sion and thanked Prince Hassan for his patronage 
of the celebrations. 


Watanabe 
hails ACC 


AMMAN (Petra) — Japan's 
ambassador to Jordan Makoto 
Watanabe Monday presented a 
lecture entitled “Japan: The rise 
and augmentation of economic 
power of the Pacific Ocean 
group,” at the World Affairs 
Council. 

In his lecture, the ambassador 
reviewed what he termed as the 
growing strategic prominence of 
foe countries of the Pacific re- 
gion, achieved through regional 
cooperation. 

Watanabe hailed the “healthy 
trend” of both industrialised and 
developing countries towards 
creating economic blocks based 
on balanced economic links. 

Watanabe hailed the creation 
on February 16 of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) as a 
“regional power” which he said 
would reflect positively on its 
four member states — Jordan, 
Iraq, Egypt and North Yemen. 

He also stressed the increased 
economic leverage by Jordan on 
the regional and international 
arenas. 




Taber k»n»«n 

Arab 
banks 
meet 
in Madrid 

MADRID (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning Taher Kanaan Tuesday 
evening opened in Madrid a 
general conference by the Arab 
Banks Federation I The confer- 
ence will discuss monetary affairs 
of concern to the Arab Nation. 

The minister who deputised for 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan at tbe meeting 
outlined tbe difficulties which the 
Arab banks are bound to face in 
the near future and proposed 
solutions. 

The three day conference will 
review monetary and financial 
arrangements by major economic 
groupings around the world espe- 
cially the European Community 


Upgrading roads 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tenders 
worth JD 1.5 million have been 
awarded by tbe Greater Amman 
Municipality to a number of local 
firms for asphalting streets in the 
capital and there are plans to 
reorganise traffic directions in a 
number of streets, according to 
Greater Amm an Mayor Abdul 
Raouf A1 Rawabdeh. 

Rawabdeh also said that con- 
tacts are underway with tbe 
Ministry of Finance to help the 
municipality collect fees and 
other dues from the public to 
finance projects. 

Rawabdeh was addressing a 


municipal council meeting on the 
eve of Jordan’s celebration of the 
Arab Cities Day Wednesday. In a 
speech on the eve of the occasion, 
Rawabdeh reviewed the munici- 
pality’s general programmes to im- 
prove municipal services, and 
said that the capital now has 270 
public parks providing re- 
creational facilities for the resi- 
dents 2 nd 10 public libraries. 

In Zarqa a special ceremony 
was held Wednesday on the occa- 
sion and a clean up campaign 
launched in different districts. 
Other celebrations were held in 
Sukhneh and Russeifa. 


RSS 

participates 
in Cairo 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) took part 
in a meeting on manpower de- 
velopment and training held in 
Cairo last week. 

Dr. Jamal Budur. RSS vice 
president, who attended the con- 
ference said that the participants 
reviewed 30 working papers that 
dealt with administration de- 
velopment from now until the 
end of the present century. 

Various political, socio-econo- 
mic, educational, scientific and 
cultural developments and their 
impact on the Arab World's de- 
velopment were covered in the 
working papers. 

The delegates emphasised the 
need to provide accurate statistic- 
al information and to promote 
research work in order to back 
public administration en- 
deavours. according to Budur. 
He said they called on Arab 
countries to intensify their coop- 
eration in developing human re- 
sources and to ensure modem 
technology transfer to help the 
manpower training process. 


Thoughtful 

gift 


AMMAN (Petra) — The British 
Council in Amman Wednesday 
presented to the Ministry of 
Education a collection of books 
dealing with vocational training, 
English language teaching 
methods, supervising English lan- 
guage teachers training courses 
and training supervisors. 

The gift was presented to the 
ministry’s secretary general 
Munther A1 Masri by tbe British 
Council representative .in Am- 
man Miles Roddis who said that 
tbe British Council was willing to 
provide other collections of 
books dealing with cultural sub- 
jects upon the ministry’s request. 


I f 



Silver 

jubilee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel in Amman 
Wednesday celebrated its silver 
jubilee with a grand reception 
hosted by the hotel's General 
Manager Gabriel Khawaman and 
an exhibition of photographs de- 
picting different stages of the 
hotel’s development. 

The hotel was opened in Am- 
man 25 years ago under the pat- 
ronage of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein; and since then it has been 
instrumental in boosting tourism 
activities in the Kingdom. 


RJ receives 5th Airbus 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), tbe 
national airline will 
Thursday receive another 
A 310-300 Airbus passen- 
ger jet under an agree- 
ment signed with a pri- 
vate company m Paris in 
1987. 

An RJ spokesman said 
Wednesday that the plane will be 


the fifth of a total of six planes to 
arrive under the terms of the 1987 
agreement. 

He said that the new Airbus 
generation will replace the ageing 
Boeing 727 planes owned by RJ, 
and will be employed on short 
and medium-range routes like the 
Arabian Guif and Western 
Europe. 

The first Airbus plane was re- 
ceived by RJ in March 1987 ex- 
actly two years ago, and, the airline 
organised a ceremony at the 


Queen Alia Internationa] Airport 
on that occasion attended by His 
Majesty King Hussein and other 
members of the Royal family. 

The last of tbe six Airbus 
planes is expected to arrive here 
in 1990, according to (RJ) 
sources. 

• The planes are being delivered 
under a lease agreement guaran- 
teed by 37 European banks. 

The wide-bodied twin-engine 
plane which seals 191 passengers 
is built jointly by France, Britain. 
Germany and Spain. 



File photo of an earlier Airbus received by RJ 


Tarawneh, Khleifat in Damascus 


Jordan, Syria discuss 
supply, youth affairs 


Thouqan Hindawi 

Hindawi 
to tour 
south 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Education Tbouqan Hindawi will 
make an inspection tour of 
schools and education depart- 
ments in the Qasr and Mazar 
Janoubi in tbe Maan Govemo- 
rate and the Aqaba region 
Saturday. 

In his four day tour, the minis- 
ter will inspect girls and boys 
schools and open exhibitions, and 
will pay a visit to the agricultural 
school of Rabbeh near Karak. 
and will chair a meeting by educa- 
tion department directors and su- 
pervisors at A1 Qasar. 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Minister 
of Supply Fayez Tarawneh and 
Minister of Youth Awad Khleifat 
are in Damascus holding talks 
with Syrian ministers and other 
officials on means of promoting 
Jordanian-Syrian cooperation in 
supply matters and youth affairs. 

Tarawneh had a meeting with 
his Syrian counterpart Hassan 
Saqa and discussed exchanges of 
foodstuffs between the two coun- 
tries and the prospect of increas- 


ing the volume of commodities in 
great demand in the Jordanian 
markets. After the meeting, both 
ministers voiced their satisfaction 
with the talks which were 
attended by Syrian officials and 
the Jordanian delegation accom- 
panying Tarawneb. 

Tarawneh arrived in Damascus 
on Tuesday on a four-day visit 
and during which he will 
discuss exchanges of surplus food 


supplies, and wifl tour a number 
of installations. 

Khleifat for his part is 
holding talks on prospects for 
bilateral cooperation in youth 
and sports fields. The minister 
said that he will sign an agree- 
ment with his Syrian counterpart 
to pave the ground for mutual 
cooperation and will tour sports 
installations in Damascus and 
Latakia. 


Wahda dam’s design cost reduced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Ministers Wednesday 
approved an amendment to _ an 
agreement with an engineering, 
firm involved in preparing de- 
signs for the A1 Wahda Dam on 
Yarmouk River near the Syrian 
border with Jordan. An 
announcement said that the 
amendment is designed to reduce 
the cost of the designs. 

The cabinet, meeting under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Prime 


Minister and Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hinda- 
wi. approved of a project entail- 
ing the construction of ware- 
houses to store foodstuffs in 
Karak, Ajloun, Deir Alla and 
Mafiraq. 

The cabinet also endorsed re- 
solutions passed by a govern- 
ment-appointed committee to en- 
courage investments. The resolu- 
tions said that a number of newly 


set up schemes are to be consi- 
dered as economic projects to 
enjoy incentives and exemptions 
provided by the encouragement 
of investments law. 

Tbe Council of Ministers also 
derided that Ministry of Industry 
and Trade’s Secretary General 
Mohammad Saqqaf should head 
Jordan's team to the joint Jorda- 
nian Syrian economic committee 
meeting due to open in Damascus 
on March 20. 


UNRWA opens new MCH centres 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two new 
mother and child health sub-cen- 
tres were opened Wednesday in 
Baq’a and Marka (Hitteen) re- 
fugee camps. The centres, which 
were put into operation earlier 
this month, were built and equip- 
ped with a donation of $270,000 
from the Arab Gulf Programme 
for United Nations Development 
Organisations (AGFUND), the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) announced. 

Apart from these new sub-cen- 
tres, UNRWA has in each of tbe 
two camps a main health centre 
which provides the camp resi- 
dents primary health care services 
including mother and child health 
care. The additional sub-centres 
will reduce the ever increasing 
pressure on the main centres and 
will also bring the mother and 
child health care (MCH) services 
closer to the residents in the 
neighbourhood, with subsequent 
increase of tbe coverage of these 
services. 

The sub-ceotres, which took 
about six months to build, are 
identical in terms of design and 
area. Each consists of an MCH 
hall, a dispensary, a feeding 


room, a nurse room, a room for 
the medical officer, a clerk office, 
two waiting areas as well as stores 
and other sanitary facilities built 
on an area of some 300 square 
metres. 

The opening ceremony was 
held under the patronage of Dr. 
Robert Cook, director of health, 
UNRWA, and was attended by 
Mr. Ele Saaf, director of UN- 


RWA affairs in Jordan and senior 
agency and local officials as well 
as by a number of refugee not- 
ables. 

With the opening of these faci- 
lities, UNRWA has now in Jor- 
dan 19 health centres and health 
points catering for the refugees 
registered with the agency in 
Jordan. 


WORKSHOP: A one-day workshop was held at the Salt Hand- 
icrafts Training Centre Wednesday with a view to introducing the 
centre's trainers and trainees to the potential of title in architectural 
ornamentation. The workshop was conducted by title specialist 
Farley Tobin who is a month-long visit to Jordan at the invitation of 
the National Handicrafts Development Project of the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation. Tobin, who studied Islamic architecture at the 
American University of Beirut, is one of the United States' leading 
speicalists in in architectural installations. Her work includes the 
U.S. Courthouse and Federal Building in San Jose, California, and 
the University City Science Centre in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



Maiali urges more research 


The teaching staff of the faculty of medicine at the University of 
Jordan (left) were urged bj University President Abdul Salam AJ 
Mqjati (right) to give more attention to research programmes to 
enhance the academic process. Mqjali who was delivering a lecture 


at the faculty of medicine attended by university vice presidents 
and deans. Mqjaii answered questions pat to him on general 
pniifiK for expansion and post graduate) studies at various 
colleges. 



Under the Patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 

The Crown Prince and Princess Sarvath 

The Young Women’s Muslim Association 
has the honour to present 

Mstislav Rostropovich 
The Grand Master of the Cello in concert 
at The Royal Cultural Centre 
on Saturday 25th March 1989 at 7.30 pm 

For further information and tickets 
contact 649189. 
between 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

All proceeds logo to tbe YWMA Centre 
for foe special education 
of handicapped children. 
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Praying for success 

THE ON-GOING meeting of the foreign ministers of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference in Riyadh could very 
well turn out to be a test of Islamic solidarity and cohesion. 
The degree of agreement between the Islamic countries on 
fundamental issues and challenges confronting the Islamic 
World would determine the future course of the whole 
Islamic movement. 

There is always fear that the Islamic World would break 
up at the seams as the Non-Aligned Movement did on more 
than one occasion unless the quintessence of Islam is allowed 
to reign supreme over the deliberations of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference’s foreign ministers. The participants 
at the Islamic meeting are therefore called upon to be 
messengers of true Islam and to reflect the spirit of the faith 
in their resolutions. More fundamental than the Afghan 
problem or Salman Rushdie's book is whether the cleansing 
effect of Islam is afforded an opportunity to guide and 
motivate the deliberations of the foreign ministers of the 
Islamic countries. With more than sixty items on the agenda 
of the Organisation of Islamic Conference, encompassing 
such hard core conflicts as the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Iran-Iraq dispute, the situation in Afghanistan and a score 
of other pressing issues, it would be a bad omen and even a 
sacrilegious act if the Islamic countries were to differ among 
themselves on how to go about addressing such issues. 

The jurisprudence of Shura in Islam is a cardinal 
dimension of the faith and when put to proper use, 
agreement among the Muslim states need not be beyond 
reach. In its truest manifestation Shura would necessitate 
bona fide deliberations without preconceived ideas, with the 
teaching of Islam being the only arbiter in case a divergence 
of views and thoughts emerges. The Riyadh meeting can 
thus serve as a forum to show true Islam in action. 
Acrimonious debates and hotheaded presentations are alien 
to Islam and must not be allowed to pollute the Islamic 
gathering. Even on the case of Salman Rushdie and his 
blasphemous book. The Satanic Verses, the reaction of the 
Islamic peoples and countries must be consistent with the 
true response of Islam to such treacheries committed against 
the Holy Koran. The eyes of the world are focused on the 
Riyadh conference to gauge how well the Islamic representa- 
tives reflect the true teachings and sermons of the Holy, 
Book. 

Last but not least, the participants at the Riyadh meeting 
would be derelict in their duties if they avoided global issues 
like disarmament, the depletion of the ozone layer and other 
global environmental issues, such as the green-house effect 
and matters of concern related to the broad subjects of 
human rights and humanitarian law. Islam is a global 
religion with a universal vision and Muslims would be 
betraying their religion if they detracted from touching 
upon global issues and subjects that threaten man and his 
planet Earth. All Muslims pray to God that the OIC meeting 
in Riyadh would emerge triumphant over all such chal- 
lenges. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra'i daily newspaper on Wednesday discussed the return of 
Taba to Egyptian sovereignty and the hoisting of the Egyptian 
flag over the Sinai enclave due Wednesday following more than 
20 years of occupation. The paper said that the return of the land 
to its legitimate owners following so many years of occupation 
emphasises the fact that occupied land is bound to return sooner 
or later as long as the owners continue the struggle to regain this 
land. Any attempt on the part of the occupying force to prolong 
its stay in other lands is bound to encounter increasing problems 
and difficulties and will finally end with a withdrawal no matter 
how long the occupation lasts, the paper added. It said the Israeli 
enemy should take lessons from the colonial eras with particular 
attention to Vietnam and Algeria where the occupation forces 
were forced to leave despite the long years of their stay. The 
return of Taba to Egypt marks an important stage in the long 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and underlines the meaning of liberation, 
and bolsters the freedom struggles 4 determination to pursue the 
fight to regain the land and liberty, the paper noted. It said that 
the return of Taba is a source of joy not only to Egypt but to the 
whole Arab Nation. 

A columnist in A! Ra’i daily discusses Israel’s inhuman treatment 
of Christian leaders and refers in particular to obstacles placed in 
the way of a group of Anglican Church leaders who were on their 
way to a meeting in Arab Jerusalem. Ibrahim Sakkqba says the 
Israelis wanted by their attitude to show and to prove to the world 
that they control the destiny of all religions in the occupied 
territories and that the Christian leaders should succumb to orders 
comingi from Tel Aviv. The writer praises the stand of the 
Christian leaders who continuously defy occupation lule and 
confront Tel Aviv’s actions. He says that Israel which since its 
occupation of Palestine has placed so many obstacles in the way of 
religious freedoms, is now preventing Arab religious men from 
Lebanon. Syria and Jordan to exercise their right in the holy city. 
Israel’s inhuman treatment to the Palestinian and Arab people in 
general 3nd the heads of religions in particular, the writer calls for 
world-wide condemnation. 

A1 Du stour daily on Wednesday said that foreign minister Marwan 
Al Qasem delivered Jordan's address at the Islamic foreign 
ministers' meeting in Riyadh, focussing the light on the King- 
dom's Arab, Islamic and foreign policies which, he said, are 
designed to serve the common causes of the Arab and Islamic 
nations. The paper said that Jordan, which has been struggling to 
help the .Palestinian people regain their land and right, has also 
been active in helping to end the Afghanistan problem, to settle 
the Lebanese crisis and to enable the Iraqi and Iranian Muslim 
neighbours reach a lasting and peaceful settlement. The paper 
referred to King Hussein's continued endeavours to back Islamic 
countries efforts at all levels and with all available means, and said 
that the monarch left no moment without acting in a manner that 
would benefit the Arab and Islamic worlds. The paper said that 
Qasem s speech shed light on the Kingdom's endeavours to serve 
the Palestinian people and to back the PLO’s struggle to fulfil the 
aspirations of the oppressed people of Palestine. 


First major Mideast peace conference in U.S. concludes 


By Jody Aita 


NEW YORK — The first joint 
meeting between Palestinians, 
Israelis, Jewish Americans and 
Arab Americans — entitled “The 
Road to Peace” — was held at 
Columbia University here March 
10 to 13. It was organised by 
Israelis and Palestinians in the 
United States. 

At a press conference at the 
end session, Peter Weiss, a New 
York lawyer and member of the 
"Road to Peace” organising com- 
mittee, said that “never before 
have delegations representing 
such a breadth of Israeli and 
Palestinian societies come 
together with the express purpose 
of bringing our two people closer 
to the goal of peace.” 

The three days brought out “a 
fruitful exchange of views and 
emotion'' and pointed out “large 
areas of agreement and signifi- 
cant areas of disagreement,” 
Weiss said. 

The organisers issued a state- 
ment of principles outlining the 
basis for peace in the Middle East 
and emphasising that the success 
of the conference "points to the 
need to take urgent advantage of 
the opportunity which now exists 
to move toward a permanent and 
just peace.” 

The conferees concluded that a 
settlement should be based on 
mutual recognition of equal 
national rights to self-determina- 
tion and peaceful coexistence, 
and that all peoples of the region 
are entitled to live in their own 
■states within secure and recog- 
nised borders free from threats 
and violence, according to the 
organisers. 

The conference also said that 
all differences should be resolved 
through negotiations between the 
PLO for the Palestinians and the 
government of Israel for Israelis 
under the auspices of an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

To advance the peace process, 
they said, a moratorium on all 
acts of terrorism should be de- 
clared and Israeli authorities 
should “refrain from establishing 
new facts (settlements) ...with 
the intention of making a negoti- 
ated settlement impossible or 
more difficult.” 

The meeting was organised by * 
Friends of Peace Now; the Amer- 
ican Council for Palestine 
Affairs; “Al Fajr,” the Jerusalem 
Palestinian daily; and “New Out- 
look,” an Israeli monthly maga- 
zine. The two delegations were 
made up of six. members of. die , 


'Palestine National Council on the 
Palestinian side and four current 
members of the Knesset and four 
former Knesset members on the 
Israeli side. Also, participating 
were Rita Hauser, a lawyer who 
is also U.S. chair of the Interna- 
tional Centre for Peace in the 
Middle East and a member of the 
advisory panel on International 
Law of the U.S. Department of 
State, and Rabbi Arthur Hert- 
zberg. More than 400 people 
attended. 

Panel discussions covered: 
mutual concerns and mutual 
needs, American Jews and 
Palestinians in America; the in- 
ternational community and the 


non between the United States 
and Israel is now so pervasive 
that disputes over Middle East 
peace efforts are unlikely to 
weaken their links, Israeli and 
U.S. experts say. 

Government officials say they 
do not fear repercussions if, as 
expected. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir takes no new peace plan 
to Washington next month and 
remains adamant in his refusal to 
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trade occupied Arab land for 
peace. 

His foreign minister, Moshe 
Arens, is in Washington this 
week to establish the first top- 
level contacts between a new, 
more hardline Israeli government 
and the two-month-old Bush 
administration. 

Israelis voiced fears when Bush 
took office that he would be [ess 
supportive than his predecessor 
Ronald Reagan, but so far the 
Israeli government has been re- 
lieved by Bush's slow and pro- 
Israeli approach to the Middle 
East conflict. 

“In the 1970’s, strategic coop: 
eration was a dog-bone that the 
United States threw to Israel as a 
reward for being a good boy and 
giving back Sinai (to Egypt)," said 
Dore Gold, head of U.S. Studies 
at Tel Aviv University's Jaffee 


peace process; viability of Palesti- 
nian statehood and regional de- 
velopment; press coverage of the 
region; a future vision; and taking 
action after the conference. 

Nubar Hovsepian, director of 
the American Council for Pales- 
tine Affairs, said that while con- 
ferences of this type have been 
held in other major cities around 
the world, it is 'important to 
bring a conference of this nature 
to New York. It is important to 
communicate ideas between the 
Israeli side and the Palestinian 
side, the Jewish public, the 
American public and official 
Washington.” The conference, 
he said, “achieved the desired 


Centre for Strategic Studies. 

But the military partnership 
has since grown so close that 
Washington would be "shooting 
itself in the foot” if it tried to limit 
cooperation to pressure Israel 
into concessions, he said. 

“The link between the peace 
process and strategic cooperation 
calls for continuing cooperation 
rather than reducing it as some 
kind of punishment or threat,” 
Gold said. 

Israel stockpiles pre-positioned 
weapons and ammunition for the 
U.S. Rapid Deployment Force 
and provides airstrips, port facili- 
ties, repairs and hospital treat- 
ment for U.S. forces. 

When U.S. fighters shot down 
two Libyan planes over the 
Mediterranean in January, their 
aircraft carrier set out from the 
Israeli port of Haifa and returned 
there after the dash. 

Israel's strategic importance 
has grown in the 1980's as U.S. 
access to other potential allies in 
the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean has shrunk, said 
Yoraro Ettinger, director of the 
government press office and a 
former Israeli consul-general in 
Houston. 

Offidals contrast Israel's will- 
ing cooperation with the varying 
degrees of reluctance exhibited 
by Greece, Spain, Italy, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain in 
hosting U.S. armed forces. 

Israel is probably the only U.S. 
ally with no anti-American move- 
ment. 

“Israel has a way of making 
itself useful when other allies are 


opening in that direction in order 
to create the necessary debate 
legitimising the need for estab- 
lishment of two states.” 
Shulamit Aloni, a member of 
the Knessfct and chairperson of 
the Citizens Rights Movement, 
said that the conference showed 
that Palestinians and Israelis can 
“talk, respect each other and 
understand that peace can come 
only between two states.” 

Aloni said, she hoped that out 
of this conference the two sides 
could “go further opening a new 
era, respecting each other. This is 
the message we want to bring to 
our people and especially to the 
administration of the United 


being difficult or downright im- 
possible,” a U.S. diplomat said. 

Gold said superpower rivalry 
was increasing in the eastern 
Mediterranean and the Middle 
East despite the Soviet withdraw- 
al from Afghanistan, the end of 
the Iran-Iraq war and the current 
mood of East-West detente. 

The analysts do not see 
Washington's new dialogue with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) as threatening 
strategic cooperation with Israel. 

They said U.S. suspicions of 
some Arab governments like 
Libya were furthering the rela- 
tionship. Washington has accused 
Libya of “backing terrorism and 
building a chemical arms plant.” 


States who affects so much.” 

Nabil Sba'ath, a member of the 
PNC and chairman of its political 
committee, called the conference 
“by far the best, most frank, most 
direct and useful” of the sessions. 

“We do not belittle confer- 
ences like this, we thinks is very 
important," Sha’ath said. “What 
really the whole issue is all about 
is the question of the state of 
mind. A whole language has to be 
recoined and communication 
channels have to be opened... 
How can we go to the negotiating 
table unless we create a language 
that we use peacefully? We are 
coming here because we want to 
expand the area of communica- 


Israel, which receives S3 billion 
a year in U.S. aid, is also in- 
creasingly a supplier of military 
technology to the United States 
as well as a major importer of 
American arms. 

U.S. fighters fly farther and 
have more frequent sortie rates 
because of Israeli inventions.'said 
Gerald Steinberg of Bar Ilan Uni- 
versity, an expert on arras coop- 
eration. 

Israel is often first to use new 
U.S. jets and weapons systems in 
combat, supplying the United 
States with vital data about their 
performance and developing low- 
cost improvements. 

It developed 16 such add-ons 
for the F-15 fighter, including 


tion between Palestinians and 
Israeli American and because we 
feel that communication will 
bring all of us to talk about 
substantive issues, about the 
peace itself, and then about the 
needed interim arrangement to 
create peace.” 

The conference sends a mes- 
sage to the Bush administration 
that “we are further advanced in 
the process than many here think 
or tend to think. We already 
agreed on so much substance that 
the need to go into confidence- 
building measures seem to be way 
behind the times,” he said, “We 
are creating the confidence” — 
U.S. Information Agency. 


special fuel tanks to lengthen the 
range and cheap repair kits for 
the most common engine faults," 
increasing readiness. 

Past attempts to restrict arms 
sales to Israel as punishment for 
its 1981 bombing of Iraq's nuclear 
reactor and its 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon have backfired, Stein- 
berg noted. 

In 1982 Washington embar- 
goed sales of riaster bombs after 
Israel used them against civilians 
in Lebanon. 

The Israelis developed their 
own cluster bombs and the Un- 
ited States lifted the embargo last 
year because its industry was cla- 
mouring for a share of the Israeli 
technology, he said. 



Bhopal: Settlement or sell-out? 


U.S. technology borrows from Israel’s 

A bond stronger than peace differences 

By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

TFT AVTV — Military coopera- 


By Darryl D’Monte 

■BHOPAL, India — Everyone in 
India was caught unawares by the 
suddenness of the Supreme Court 
settlement giving S470 million to 
Bhopal victims. Although the 
court refers to an “order”, critics 
maintain that it has merely put its 
seal on what has been an out-of- 
court settlement between the Un- 
ion Carbide Corporation and the 
Indian government — whose ini- 
tial claim was for S3 billion. 

The release of poisonous gases 
from a storage tank of the Car- 
bide pesticide plant in the city of 
Bhopal in December 1984 left 
3.403 people dead and at least 
60,000 injured. 

In December 1987. Bhopal dis- 
trict court judge M.W. Deo — in 
whose court the civil suit filed by 
the government against Carbide 
was being beard — ordered the 
company to pay Rs350 crores 
(S230 million) as interim relief, 
an amount reduced to Rs250 
crores ($160 million) on Union 
Carbide’s appeal last year. 

As reaction now builds up to 
the S470 million settlement, it is 
mostly adverse: critics argue that 
the compensation — barely twice 
the interim relief ordered — 
hardly does justice to the victims 
of the world's worst industrial 
tragedy. 

The final settlement, it is 
pointed out, does not differ very 
much from what Carbide offered 
a couple of years ago: $300 mil- 
lion down and an equivalent sum 
payable over 20 years — which, 
the Indian government rejected. 
It also compares poorly with the 
$2.5 billion paid by the Manville 
Corporation in the U.S. to 60,000 
people exposed to asbestos fibre. 

Lawyers in particular ask why 
the larger issue at stake in the 
trial — attaching liability to the 
parent company for its subsidiary 
in a Third World country — has 
been jettisoned without any ex- 
planation. 

When the case was transferred 
from the U.S. to an Indian court 
in 1986, the Indian government 
argued that this could help set an 
important precedent. Significant- 
ly, former Chief Justice P.N. , 
Bhagwati had. in a 1986 case 
involving a leak from a Delhi 
chemical company, ruled out its 
corporate liability was absolute. 

As Upendra Baxi. Director of 
the Indian Law Institute in Delhi 
points out, “a negotiated settle- 
ment can be just on the basis of 
finding a principle. It was open to 
the court to decide the liability 
issue either way. The further , 


question of what damages Car- 
bide had to pay was thereafter 
one eminently open to settlement 
between the parties.” 

In Bhopal itself. Vinod Raina, 
of the Group for Information and 
Action, stresses that what is even 
more disturbing is the complete 
lack of correlation between the 
award of $470 million and the 
extent of the suffering of victims. 

He notes that, on the basis of 
research done on methyl isocyan- 
ate — the poison gas which did 
the damage — what is absolutely 
clear is that there are many 
effects on the human body which 
have long-term implications. 

"On what basis then has the 
court arrived at this figure?” he 
asks. 

There is particular concern ab- 
out methods used to compensate 
for psychological damage, includ- 
ing lack of will to undertake the 
hard manual work which most 


people living in the shanty towns 
around the plant were engaged 
in. 

Angry activist groups in Bhop- 
al have described the settlement 
as a "sell-out" which will not 
even “last five to seven years with 
the beneficiaries,” and which 
bears absolutely no relation to 
Carbide's ability to pay. 

Last year, the Union Carbide 
Corporation earned a profit of 
$730 million and has paid its 
lawyers $100 million in fees over 
the past four years. The fact thar 
the settlement will cost each Car- 
bide shareholder only 50 U.S. 
cents speaks for itself. 

Among the few voices in 
favour of the settlement is that of 
Nani Palkhivala, a noted consti- 
tutional lawyer and former Indian 
Ambassador to the U.S. "It's a 
very sensible decision and in the 
interests of India,” he says. “1 am 
glad that the Supreme Court has 


put an end to the litigation and 
awarded an amount that is more 
than a hundred times any award 
of damages ever given by a court 
in India.” 

Chief Minister Motile I Vora of 
Madhya Pradesh, of which Bhop- 
al is the capital, believes that the 
settlement has reaffirmed the 
state government’s resolve to 
provide full-scale relief to the 
affected. 

Apart from the amount of com- 
pensation, many people have also 
been angered by the Supreme 
Court's decision to allow Union 
Carbide to deduct the $5 million 
it paid in medical fees to the local 
Red Cross. 

The "ambulance chasers" — 
U.S. lawyers who filed cases on 
behalf of individual claimants — 
are also seeking to recover their 
costs from the settlement. There 
is also uncertainty over whether 
the Madhya Pradesh government 


will claim the RslOO crores ($6 
million) it has so fax spent on 
relief. 

As concern spreads, opposition 
political parties and civil rights 
groups have called on Pnme 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to with- 
draw from the settlement. In Par- 
liament, the entire opposition 
walked out after the Speaker 
refused to allow adjumment on 
the issue. In a later debate, 
opposition MPs condemned the 
settlement as a "grand betrayal.” 

Victims from Bhopal joined 
with a'vil rights activists in a 
protest march to Parliament. 
Meetings and demonstrations are 
planned for different parts of the 
country. 

Meanwhile, the slum dwellers 
around the now dormant pesti- 
cide factory are wondering exact- 
ly what they will receive after 
these long months of waiting. 

Critics charge that the govern- 


ment has failed the people, not 
only over the amount of com- 
pensation, but also in examining 
the question of liability in order 
to establish a precedent. As Up- 
endra Baxi asserts, the sudden 
settlement may well turn out to 
be the second catastrophe in 
Bhopal — Pan os features. 

P.S. The Institute of Pathology 
in New Delhi, and the Defence 
Research and Development 
Establishment, reports Aisba 
Ram. have recently confirmed 
suspicions that the leaked gas 
contained hydrogen cyanide — a 
suggestion that Union Carbide 
has tried hard to refute. Research 
has revealed that methyl isocyan- 
ate — the leaked gas — can form 
hydrogen cyanide when heated to 
temperatures above 200 degrees 
Celsius. Hydrogen cyanide, when 
inhaled, can have serious long- 
term effects on the body. 
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] S ^ sjntifada: lourde addition 
gS pourTel-Aviv 

A 

L’intila^ a d^ji cafttt prte de 
*Js -700 mOfiops de dollars 6 I’econo- 
• in kiir twafitome, a estime. samedi 
Me ministre israelien des.tlllcom- 
k a muni cations, Gad Yaaopbi . (tra- 

vailliste). M. Yaacobt a SO' ulingl 
que la poursuite du sotdivement 
h cr r?5 palestinien dans les territories 
e occupfe de Cisjordanie et Gaza 
s’6tait traduite Igalement «par 
une nette dim * nutiori des recettes 
s to < i dn tourisme. ei par une baisse des 
*c;,' M tn v estissements Strangers en 
4 ; . It tsrafil*. Enfin, le ministre a 
- ajouti -que le ministlre de la 
defense a dfl consacrer une im- 
pqnante part de son budget pour 
faire face ft ] 'intifada, alors que 
les rlservistes de Fannie ont, de 
leur c6te, Itl rappells sous les 
drapeaux pour des plriodes pro- 
longdes allant jusqu'ft 62 joure 
par an. 

Despr§tres 
refoutes au pont . . 

Une delegation de prltres 
n . rT - =0 ‘ in Kbanais, syriens et jordaniens a 
i ? to contrainte timdi ft rebronsser 
■'iiyij i ^cherain sur le pout King Hussein, 
-c w alors qu’elle se rendaif ft un ras- 
semblement de cette congrlga- 
n tion ft Jerusalem. Selon le re- 
’ prlsemant ft Amman de i’Eglise 
■! anglicane, les douaniers isralliens 
ont tentl de soumettre certains 
prj pritres ft un -irairement r'nhu- 
: main*, dlcidanr le groupe ft re- 

r ir;,r toumer ft Amman. La reunion ft 
n - ^ ^ Jerusalem a de ce fait Itl annu- 
lie. Selon un organisateur, les 
' ' ,t3 delegations anglicanes passaient 
auparavant le post sans difGctilt£._ 
~-\ Le responsable anglican cTAm- 
man a envoye une note de pro- 
testation au Secretaire general 
des Nations-Unies. Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, ainsi qu'au Vatican 
pour s’e fever centre fobs mic- 
tion israelienne aux activites re- 
Jigieuses en Terre sainte (d’apn&s 
'?etral 

La CEE approuve la 
politique 6conomique 
jordanienne 

1 Le reprlsenlanl ft Amman de la 
, Commimaute economique euro- 
‘ plenne. Christian Fatkowski, 

, s’est felidte v end red i des rtcentes 
i mesures lecnomiques du 
gouveroement d’Amman, M. 

! Falkowski a rappeie que la CEE 
• allait accorder 42 millions de dol- 
lars d’aide et 78 millions sous 

forme de prlt ft Ja Jordanie. en 

application JunllpibriaEole "de 

WR7. II a soulighe que Faide 
europdenne a la Jordanie allait 
d’ahord aux activitds productives 
telles que / agriculture (40%), 
Findustrie (22%), . I’energie • 

| (20%) ainsi qu'a Flducation 

(11%). 



Dette Jordanienne: 
j. r6echeionnement& 

T I’gtude 

La Jordanie va demander ft la 

■ fin du mois au Foods mondtaire 
international (FMI) et a la Banque 
mondiale un r&cbelonaetnent de 
la dette exterieure du Royaume, 

? t* an nonce jeudi dernier le Haut 
comite du plan, presidl par le 
. Prince Hassan. Des reprlsentanrs 
' des deux institutions preriides 
doivent se rendre en Jordanie a la 
l fin mars. Le Haut comitd a par 
' ailleurs annonce la poursuite des 
' politiques financiere el monetaire 
du gouvernement, et des mesures 
^ propres a honorer les dettes du 

■ Royaume envers diverses orga- 
nisations. intemalionales. 

•. Arafat «pr6t a 
allerd Jerusalem*) 

*" Le president de FOLP Yasser 

i Arafat s’tst ddclard dimanche 
«prel ft se rendre ft Jerusalem* 
afin de .convaincre les Isradliens 
d’occepter une conference inter- 
nationale“de paix. *Je suis pret a 
imiter en ce sens Anouar El 
iladate. Mais je. ne suis pas Sa- 
date. Conmairement ft lui, j'irais 
a Jerusalem avec le soutien des 
pays arabes. Si il y avail did dans 
ce cadre, avec des position de 
principe fermes, I'Etat palesn- 
nien existerait depuis long- 
temps-,- q dit M. Arafat. Le 
ministre israelien de la defense. 
Yitzhak Rabin, a rejete mardi 
cette proposirion, soulignant de 
■fosse* sSparant le leader de 
l'OLP et. les habitants des terri- 
tories occupds. Yitzhak Shamir 
avail ddcJard auparavant que M. 
Arafat serait ]ete en prison s’il 
venait a Jerusalem.. A propos des 
attaques de command^ patesd- 
fyens au Sud-Liban, le leader 
^lestinien a declare que «ces 
/ activfrtfs peuvenr dtre suspendues 
a trois conditions: fin des raids 
aeriens israeliens au JLiban. arrSt 
des deportations de Palestiniens 
des terriioires occupfe, arret de 
l’utiiisation d’armes dans le rep- 
ression*. 


Vous 6crivez? 

Le Jourdam recbenfte des cof- 
Jsboratcnrs en riee-iancx, avec des 
J6es originates d'enquftteg et de 
feport^w. Anglais accept. Oon- 
tttter Frxngoa Duaoax an Jordan 

Times, 667171. - 


18dme reunion a Ryad 


OCI: le spectre 
de Rushdie 


Les affrontements les plus sanglants depuis deux ans 


Beyrouth sous les bombes 


■ L’Orgarttsatiofl de la Confer- 
ence islanriqne (OCI), qui r e- 
gronpe 46 pays, a totato lundi sa 
l$$me reunion mlnist6rielk ft 
Ryad. Les d3»ts prendront fin 
aujourd’hui. Ibontto marquis 
par un refits des pays meinbres de 
snivre la llgne dure de Plran sur 
I’ affaire Rusiutie. 

L’Arabie Saoudite a fait savoir 
mardi qu'elle s'attendait, de la 
part des ministres des Affaires 
Itrangftres rlunis ft Ryad. ft reac- 
tion modlrge ft la proposition de 
resolution presentee par Plran 
sur r affair e des «VersetS Satan i- 
ques». Teheran appelle ft une 
dlnonciation des pays 
occidentaux et ft une condamna- 
tion ft mort de Salman Rushdie. 
Le ministre saoudien des Affaires 
etrangftres a cependant prlcisl 
que le livre de Rushdie avait 
indignf les musulmans dans le 
monde, qui y voient une in suite ft 
leur religion. 

■Notts essayons de trailer ce 
probleme d'une maniere qui 
serve les intlrets de ces com- 
munautls, qui nous protftge de 
toute calomine future concre 1’Is- 
lam. Nous demandons aussi la 
cooperation des autres Etats pour 
l viter toute mesure qui enflam- 
merait les esprits*. a-t-il d£dar£. 
Selon plusieurs dlllgufts citls par 
Reuter, la plupart des membres 
de I'OIC devraient suivre cette 
hgne modftrfte. -Nous sommes 
aussi intlressls ft crier des relais 
de connaissance rautuefie. II ex- 
iste une diversitl de cultures et de 
croyances dans le monde. dont la 
coexistence requiert une bonne 
connaissance trautrui et le re- 
spect de ses croyances*. a ajoute 
le ministre saoudien. 

Autre sujet a 1'ordre du jour, 
{‘Afghanistan: le represent ant des 
moudjahiddines, Gulbuddin 


Hekmatyar, a appell Jes mem- 
bres de TOO ft reconnaitre son 
gouvernement, forme ft la suite 
du retrait sovilrique le mois der- 
nier et basl au Pakistan. M. 
Hekmatyar, dont les troupes 
assiftgent actueUement Jalalabad, 
fait valoir que les rebelles contro- 
lent 95% du tenitoire afghan et 
sont sur le point de renverser le 
gouvernement pro-sovidtique de 
Kaboul. 

Mais Ift encore, Ryad et Tdh Ir- 
an sont en disaccord. L’Arabie 
Saoudite, qui a dljft reconnu le 
gouvernement rebelle afghan 
(avec le Soudan et Barhein), 
appelle les membres de 1'OCI a 
en faire autant, estimant que ce 
gouvernement est ft mime de 
rdconcilier les Afghans. Mais 
i'lran, qui soutient les groupes 
politiques chutes afohans, rec- 
lame une place significative pour 
eux au gouvernement. actueUe- 
ment domine par les sunnites. 
Tlhlran brandit meme la menace 
d’une guerre civile en Afghanis- 
tan si cette demande n'est pas 
encendue. Selon les observafeurs, 
la majoritl des participants est 
rlticente a reconnaitre le 
gouvernement rebelle. 

La question palestinienne et te 
conflit israllo-arabe sont Iga le- 
nient au menu des dlbats. 

L’OCI, erdde en 1969 ft I’ini na- 
tive du roi Faycal d’Arabie 
Saoudite. se fixe pour but de 
favoriser les prises de position 
commune de ses membres sur les 
questions interessant Ie monde 
musulman. Elle se propose egale- 
ment de ddvelopper la coopera- 
tion entre ses membres. La der- 
nilre conference des ministres 
des Affaires etrangftres de FOCI 
s'est tenue il y a un an ft Amman. 
({Taprfts J.T., agences) 


Le cauchemar recommence: an 
moins 43 personne ont £t£ tules 
mardi pardes tirs d’artilleries des 
dear edt£s de la ■Unge verte» 
separant left secteurs chretien et 
musulman de Beyrouth. Ces com- 
bats constituent la premiere con- 
frontation arrale entre les 
gouvernements rivanx de Seiim 
Hoss et Mkhd Aoun, mis en place 
en septembre dernier. 

■Pour la premiere fois dans la 
guerre civile, personne n’est cap- 
able de nfgocier un cessez-le-feu 
durable. Nous sommes revenus 
en 1975», a dfclare un respons- 
able pro-syrien au lendemain du 
■mardi noir* qui a mis Beyrouth 
a feu et ft sang. Les mitraillettes 
crepitaient encore mercredi dans 
ia capitale libanaise transformer 
en ville-fantome. 


Le glnlral Michel Aoun, chef 
du gouvernement militaire de 
Beyrouth- Est, a annond que les 
combats ne cesseraient pas (ant 
que les 35.000 soldats syriens 
stationnls au Liban demeurer- 
aient dans le pays. Seloo M. 
Aoun, les Syriens ont pris part 
aux tirs d’artillerie, ce que dl- 
ment Damas. 

Cette pouvelle fl amble de vio- 
lence fait suite ft la decision de 
Michel Aoun de fermer la 
semaine demiftre les 13 ports 
■ilJegaux* de la c6te h’banaise. 
controlds par les milices. afin de 
rlcuplrer les taxes douaniftres au 
profit de I'Etat Iibanais. Mais 
seuls Beyrouth et Jounieh sont 
situls dans des secteurs ou son 
armec peut ag ir. les autres 6tant 
aux mains des milices musul- 


manes. Le gouvenrement pro- 
syrien de Sllim Hoss, qui con- 
teste au glnlral Aoun la qualitl 
de represent ant de PE tat, a 
dinonce cette tentative de con- 
trflle unilateral. La marine de M. 
Aoun a fait arratsonner des na- 
vires destines au PSP druze et ft la 
milice Amal. 

La partie de bras de fer etait 
d^s lore engagde. Dfts samedi 
soir, Michel Aoun jetait le gant 
aux Syriens en annoncant la ferm- 
eture de ralroport international 
de Beyrouth, situl en secteur 
contrdle par I’amide syrienne. 
Les vols sont de fait suspendus 
depuis: les compagnies d'assur- 
ances refusent de couvrir les acti- 
vites de la compagnie libanaise 
MEA, qui assure 90% du trafic 
de 1’alroport. (d'apres agences) 


25 pays pour une autorite mondiale de I'environnement 


La Haye: SOS planete terre 


Vingt-quatre pays des cinq con- 
tinents, dont la Jordanie, ont lan- 
cl samedi apres-midi ft La Haye 
un appel a la commonautl mon- 
diale en vue d'mstituer une auto- 
ritl intemationaie en matiftre d’e- 
nvironement. 

Dans une ■declaration de La 
Haye*. les 24. represents pres- 
que tous par leur chef d'Etats ou 
de gouvernement. ont expliqud 
que les pro bl ernes Icologjques 
tels que le rdchauffement de la 
terre menaqant la survie de tous 
les pays, ne pouvaient Itre rlglls 
ft 1’echelle nationale et exigeaient 
un abandon de souverainete en 
faveur d’une structure dotde de 
pouvoirs politiques et juridiques 
etendus. 

Le texte preconise »Ie deve- 
loppement, dans le cadre des 
Nations Unies, d'une nouvelle 
autoritl institutionneKe* qui «de- 
finira des normes favorisant ou 


garantissant la protection de I’at- 
mosphftre et contrdlera le respect 
de ces normes*. De maniere tres 
originale, le document a acceptl 
le principe de 1'octroi d'une aide 
technologique et fmanciftre aux 
pays en dlveloppement qui ne 
seront pas en mesure de faire face 
a la nouvelle reglementation . 

Dans une conference de 
presse, la premier ministre fran- 
gais, M. Michel Rocard, qui a eu 
I’idle l'etl dernier de la reunion 
de la Haye et Fa organisee avec 
ses homologues des Pays-Bas et 
de norvege. a soulinge qu’il ne 
s'agissait -pas de fabriquer une 
bureaucratic supplementaire.* 

-L’autorite nlcessaire peut 
etre donnee ft un organe existant* 
tel que le programme des Nations 
Unies pour I'environnement 
(PNUE). 

InterTOge 'sur les chances de 
succes a long terme de son initia- 


tive du fait que les etats-unis, 
FURSS et la chine n’ont pas ete 
invitles ft La Haye, M. Rocard a 
soulignl la volontl des 24 d'asso- 
cier les grandes puissances ft la 
suite des Ivftnements. 

A eet Igard, les trois organi- 
sateure ont annond qu’ils s'effor- 
ceraient dans les prochains mois 
d'obtenir un railiement aussi 
large que possible ft la ■declara- 
tion de La Haye* et qu'ils 
deposeraient un projet de resolu- 
tion ft Fassemblle glnlrale de 
FONU en septembre, pour met- 
tre en oeuvre ce texte. 

Parmi les personnalitls 
presentes ft La Haye, on a note, 
outre les orgaoisateurs, Le roi 
Hussein de Jordanie et le presi- 
dent Honsi Moubarak, le presi- 
dent du gouvernement espagnol 
Felipe Gonzalez, le chancelier 
Helmut Kohl et le premier minis- 
tre canadien. Brian Mulroney. 


Reportage: 600.000 personnes face a I’occupation israelienne 


La bande de Gaza sous haute tension 


Alors que F intifada est en- 
tire dans son 16ftme mob, 
aucune solution n'est en vue ft 
court terme. Les responsables 
du soulftvement ont fHidtl 
mardi . les pacifist es is ral liens, 
tout en appelant ft la poursuite 
de la resistance. Gaza a 6te le 
th£ft tre fa semaine dernidre 
d'une greve _gat6rale et d’af- 
JknBjements meridrmis r JMab 
; chaque jour ordinsmre y est 
marque par la tension et les 
brim ad es. 
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“Donne-moi des alumettes!”, 
demande un gamin d'une dizaine 
d'annles au taxi qui vient d'e- 
ntTer dans Gaza. “Demain peut- 
fitre*’. lui rlpond le chauffeur, 
goguenard. Le gosse voulait-fl . 
al turner une cigarette? “Mais 
non, s'esclaffe le taxi, il voulait 
allumer un pneuF* Et les passa- 
ge rs de lire aux Idats devant une 
telle nalvetl. Ca dltend. 

Car il y a vraiment peu de queri 
rire. Gaza s'annonce par une 
chicane tsrallienne, sur la route 
venant de Tel Aviv. Des camps 
militaires, puis une grande rue 
joncble de dftritus. 

De part et d’avitre, des ateliers de 
garagistes ou de ferrailleuis. Des 
hommes assis, im mobiles- Au 
fond d'une ruelle, un pneu 
achftve de briiler. “Voilft, e'est 
id”. 

Les enfams joueot dans la rue 
terreuse avec des boftes de con- 
serve rauillles. Tls sont sales. 
Sans doute les auteurs des graffi- 
tis dont sont reconverts les mure, 
effaces puis re bom bis, inlassable- 
ment. “Isralliens dehors”, 
“Palestine vaincra”, etc.. “Cha- 
que fois, explique le chauffeur, le 
graffiteur assortit son slogan de la 
date ou il Fa lent. Pour montrer 
aux soldats qu’fls peuvenc tenir 
longtemps”. L’armle d’ occupa- 
tion semble du reste avoir renon- 
cl ft les faire effacer, devant 
Fampleur de la tftdie. 

“Welcome to Gaza”. Dans ce 
dlcor de fin du monde, la for- 
mule inscrite sur un grand porti- 
que laisse perplexe. Nous en irons 
dans la ville de Gaza proprement 
dite, reconstitute dans les annles 
1920 par les Anglais, aprfts les 
bombardements de 1917. “Fi 
djesh, fi djesh” (soldats), dit le 
chauffeur en dlsignam les toits. 
Its sont Ift- haut, scrutant la rue ft 
la jumelle, mitraillettes Uzi au 
poing. Pour simplifier les pour- 
suites dans les ruelles, Fannie en 
a mure des sorties avec de bautes 
barricades faites de barils mltalli- 
ques, joints au riment. 

“Beach camp” 

Les . patrouilles rirculent en 
jeep, accelerant et freanant bnit- 
alement. Le doigt sur la gichette. 
Les soldats, casques ft visiftre et 
bardes de munitions, ont Fair 
harassls, sur le qui-vive. Mai 
rasls, ils Ont des tltes d'ltudiants 
en mldedne ft l'aube une nuit de 
garde agitle. La moindre -alterna- 
tion avec un automobiliste provo- 
que un attroupement . et pent 
dlglnlrer en afirontempiL “Id D 
y a un mort tous les jours’', dit un 
commergant- 11 Ixag&re ft peine. 

: Tayssir a Fhabitnde. An volant 
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■Id, il y a un mort tous les jours* 


de son vieux taxi 404, il fait le 
tour des “attractions” de Gaza. 
Lfo concentre de haine sur 57 km 
de long et 5 ft 10 km de large. La 
prison Ansar n. ou pourissent 
plusieurs milliers de prisomueis 
politiques. L'hdpital Bir A1 Sab, 
oft les Isralliens viennent arreter 
des Imeutiers blessls, les 
chargeant commc de vulgaires 
sacs ft bord de leure jeeps. 
L'universitl islamique, foyer de 
rebellion. Les implantations de 
colons jirifs. Les neuf camps de 
rlfugjls, qui abritent plus de la 
moitil des 600.000 habitants de la 
bande de Gaza. Le soleil, la 
plage. 

Rlticent, Tayssir accepte aprls 
nlgociation d’entrer dans Shati, 
dit “bead) camp”. Rien ft voir 
avec un village de vacances. 
“Maisons” surpeu piles en tor- 
chis, parpaings et tdle ondulle 


chauffle par le soleil. La 
discharge publique, e’est la rue. Si 
Fon peut appeler rues ces allies 
de terre et de sable, parfois en- 
combrles des dlbris d'habitations 
detruites par l’armle. Partout, 
des enfants en haillons, le regard 
crop lucide pour leur Sge. 


Les Isralliens viennent de se 
retirer de Shati et les “shebabs" 
ont investi leur observatoire, une 
des rares maisons ft plusieurs st- 
ages du camp. Dans un fracas 
Ipouvantable, ils dlfenestrent 
tout ce qui s’y trouve. Perches en 
grappes sur le toit, des adoles- 
cents cagoulls de leur keffieh 
brandissent le drapeau paiesti- 
nien. En bas, les mires, parta- 
gees entre Fapprobation et d’anx- 
iltl, se tordent les doigts, silen- 
deuses. Et ft l'autre bout de la 


Intolerable statu quo 


Le Coogrls juif amlricain 
(CJA) a rendu publique une 
Itude consacree aux six options 
les plus frequemmeut envi$a- 
gees pour I’avenir des terri- 
ioires occupes. Le document, 
intitule “La Cisjordanie et 
Gaza: les options de paix d Is- 
rael”, avait ete command^ au 
centre d'ltudes stratlgiques 
Jaffee de Tel Aviv par le CJA 
ainsi que par la ligue anti- 
raciste de B'Rith, autre impor-' 
tante organisation juive amlr- 
icaine. 

Rejetant d'emblle le statu 
quo. qualifil “d’intollrable”, 
les auteurs du rapport estiment 
peu realisable la formation 
d’une federation jordano- 
palestmenne, tout autant que 
la mise en place d'une auton- 
omie limitle dans les terri- 
toires occupes. comme le prop- 
ose le Likoud. A moins, notent 
les chercheurs, qu'elle ne 
mine, ft terme ft la creation 
d’un Etat palestinien. 

Le centre d’etudes stratlgi- 
ques de Tel Aviv met egale- 


ment le Likoud en garde con- 
tre une annexion pure et sim- 
ple. soulignant qu’une telle op- 
tion crlerait un fosse entre 
juifs americains et israeliens. 
Mais, indique le rapport, un 
retrait unilateral de Gaza com- 
porterait tout autant de risques 
pour I'Etat hlbreu, en portant 
. prejudice a son image dissua- 
sive. 

Reste Foption d’un Etat 
palestinien. Une option que les 
chercheurs du centre d'etudes 
stratlgiques considftrent com- 
me la seule possible, dans un 
chapitre du document non par- 
rainl par le CJA. A condition 
que les Palestiniens acceptem 
une serie d’etapes de transition 
(10 a 15 ans) et de mesures 
Itablissani des relations de 
confiance avec Israel. Les 
Etats-Unis, assories ft d'autres 
puissances, pourraient dans 
cette perspective jouer un “rot- 
le determinant” en obligeant 
les deux parties ft respecter les 
rlgles du jeu. 


rue. 1’armee qui attend 1’ordre de 
charger. 

Tayssir le taxi a peur et veut 
partir. “FI djesh, fi djesh”. Je 
reste avec mon appareil photo, 
seul. Pas longtemps. Les “she- 
babs” m’entourent, tres agitls, et 
m'assaillent de questions. Avant 
d’avoir eu le temps de rlpondre, 
j’essuie des insultes et des 
menaces. La tensions a montl 
- d’un cran; sans raison apparente. 
Plusieurs, le regard brillant de 
haine, miment le fil du couteau 
sur La gorge. Passe port fragais ou 
pas, il faut dlguerpir. Mais avant 
de pouvoir rebrousser chemin, 
sous escorte menagante. il me 
faudra leur laisser ouvrir mon 
appareil et dltruire rageusement 
la pellicule. 

“Autrefois, ils aimaient bien 
les joumalistes. Mais les Isral- 
liens ont utilise ce crlneau. Se 
faisant passer pour des photo- 
graphes, ils ont pris des clichls 
pour arreter les meneurs. On ne 
rentre pas comme ga dans Shati”, 
explique une secouriste. D'autres 
racontent Fhistoire de jeunes raf- 
lls ft bord de taxis aux plaques de 
Gaza, conduits par des Isralliens 
affublls d’un keffieh. La 
ml fiance regne. 

Coupures de conrant 

Sur la place centrale de Gaza, 
une ruche de taxis, de vendeure ft 
la sauvette, de femmes envelop- 
pels dans leurs grands foulards 
blancs. Pas de grlve aujourd’hui 
mais on se dlpeche. Il est llhOO 
et dans une heure, tous les 
rideaux des commergants seront 
baissls jusqu'a demain. “Avant 
('intifada, its restaient ouverts 
toute la joumle”, se souvient te 
p£re Djalil A wad. cure de la 
petite paroisse de Gaza. Son 
ecole catholique compte 600 
Hives musulmans pour 100 Chre- 
tiens. “On se serre les coudes”, 
dit le plre A wad. “A chaque fois 
qu’une mire perd son fils, les 
autres Fentourent et Faident 
financiers mem. Ceux dont les 
maisons ont Itl dynamitles trou- 
vent immldiatement refuge chez 
celui qui a de la place”. 

Dans I'ecole du pere A wad, les 
appels ft (a grlve dlcident des 
jours de conge. Soit deux jours 
par semaine en moyenne. Mais 
les interruptions de travail sont 
frlquentes en temps ordinaire. 
“D&s qu'il y a des manifestations, 
les Isralliens coupent I’llectriri- 
tl. Parfois, ils jouent avec nos 
nerfa en coupant cinq minutes, 
puis en rallumant. et ainsi de 
suite. Le vrai courant altema- 
tiff”, plaisante un Palestinien. 

Changement de dlcor: Gaza 
cotl jardin. Fils d’une grande 
famille de propriltaires teniens, 
Fouad Abu Muddin, 35 ans, vit 
avec les siens dans une villa cos- 
sue au mileu des orangeraies. 
Palmiers, verdure et la mer qui 
srintille au loin. On boit le thl ft 
I’ombre de la veranda. Pour un 
peu, on oublierah le camp de 
refugees, a quelques centaines de 
metres de 1ft. Mais Foccupation 
israelienne n’lpargne personne. 
“Depuis l'intifada, ils nous 
emplchent de transporter nous- 
mfimes nos fruits au port israllien 


d’Ashdod. Nous devoirs tout ven- 
dre ft une cooperative israllienne. 
qui achete ft bas prix, emballe et 
exporte. Aux Arabes les tftches 
ingrates, aux Isralliens les em- 
plois et les bln6fices”. 

Fouad se plaint IgaJement des 
spoliations de terrains. Deux mil- 
le colons isralliens vivent dans la 
bande de Gaza, hnplantls dans 
17 communautls agricoles sous 
haute protection militaire. “Ils 
nous ont confisqul le terrain 
d'autoritl, invoquant des raisons 
de slcuritl. Mais trls vite, ce sont 
des civils qui sont venu tirer profit 
de nos terres. On les voit parfois 
au marchl de Gaza, armls jus- 
qu'aux dents, qui viennent nous 
provoquer”. 

Obligls de nlgoder 

Mime constat chez Youssef 
Khatib, lui aussi exportateur 
d’oranges. “Tout est bon pour 
nous rangonner. Meme les char- 
rettes ft cheval doivent d&ormais 
avoir une plaque d'immatricula- 
tion, moyennam 700 dinars par 
an!”. Selon Youssef, la chute du 
dinar a slvlrement frappl les 
Palestiniens en rerritoires occu- 
pls. “11 s’lcbangeait a plus de 5 
shekels en juillet; il ne vaut plus 
que 3 shekels. Nous touchons 
tou jours nos revenus en dinars. 
Mais nos dettes envers les 
socieils er banques isralliennes 
sont libellles en shekels: leur 
valeur a augmentl de 50% 

Comment Youssef voit-il l’ave- 
nir? “Les Isralliens, t6t ou tard, 
seront obligls de nlgocier. L’inti- 
fada leur coute cher. Ils ne peu- 
vent pas nous lliminer, pas plus 
que nous ne pouvons les ebasser. 
Nous sommes condamnfe a vivre 
ensemble: Iconomiquement, ils 
ne peuvent pas se passer du mar- 
chl palestinien, soit pris d’un 
million et demi de consom- 
mateurs. De mime que nous 
avoirs besoin d’eux pour exporter 
nos produits. Je travaille tous les 
jours avec des Isralliens. Tous ne 
soutiennent pas Shamir, meme 
s'ils rentrent dans leur coquille au 
moment de voter. Je crois que 
beaucoup ont encore peur d'un 
Etat palestinien, une mentalitl 
d'assiigies. Mais d’ici un an ou 
deux, ils Ivolueront”. 

Un an ou deux. Cest au moins 
le temps qu’il faudra ft Rachel, 23 
ans. pour ouvrir les yeux. Dans le 
bus de Tel- Aviv ft Jerusalem, eile 
rlpond de mauvaise grace ft des 
questions qu'elle a entendu mille 
fois. Comme toutes les Israllien- 
nes, elle a servi deux ans dans 
Fannie. Ce qu’elie y a fait? “Je 
n’ai pas le droit de le dire”. La 
repression dans les te rritoires? 
“Nous n'avons pas le choix. C’est 
notre pays, nous n'en avons pas 
d’autre”, dit-elle en un raccourci 
ambigu, avant de descendre du 
bus, L’Europlen trouble est ren- 
voye ft ses livres d’histoire con- 
temporaine. 

Sur la plage de Gaza, les 
gamins jouent au cerf-volant. 
Vert-noir-rouge-blanc, les 
couieurs interdites flottent au- 
d ess us des camps, au gr£ du vent. 
A dlfaut d’une terre, elles ont un 
ciel. 

Franpois Onerous 


Municipales: Le Pen en baisse 

Le Front national de Jean-Marie Le Pen (extremc-droile) a 
essuyl un serieux revere au premier tour des elections municipales 
frangaises: 7% des voix, alors qu’il avait totalise 9,6% des voix au 
premier tour des legislatives et 14.4% au premier tour des 
prlsidentielles Fan dernier. Autre surprise, le score des ecolo- 
gies. qui total isent une moyenne nationale de 4%. avec une 
poime a 7% en Alsace, ft la frontiere allema nde. Pour le reste, on 
observe une llgere progression de la gauche, qui gugne 1% par 
rapport aux municipales de 1983. Le taux d'abstention, proche 
des 30%, est le plus 11 eve depuis 1945. Selon les analystes. le parti 
socialiste au pouvoir enregistrerait un net succes s'il parvient a 
emponer sur la droite une vingtaine de villes au second tour, 
dimanche prochain. 


S0RTIR 


L’autre route du Sud 



Un roban d’asphalte Usse, des dunes de sable piquetees d'arbustres 
dlrisoires, des chameaux oublies la qui hantent cette immensile ocrc. 
Sur la route du Wadi Araba (Aqaba-Kerak par la vallle), on songe 
aux Oochards Celestes de Jack Kerouac, aux panoramiques de Wim 
Wenders. Le silence. Pour qui ne goute pas aux acrobatics de 
I'autoroute du desert, un havre de paix. Finis les detours sans crier 
gare, les slaloms entre les ires fucltieux poids-lourds irakiens, les 
sauts perilleux sur nids de poules. La route du Wadi Araba n’est 
ouverte au public que depuis quelques mois. Peu le savenr. Hormis 
les dromadaires, nous n'v avons rencontre qu'une dizaine de 
vlhicules en deux heures. Genes, dans le sens Nord-Sud a partir de la 
Mcr Morte, il faut jouer du volant dans les virages en epingle it 
cheveux grim pant vers Kerak. Mais on route vite dans la vallec. 
Oublies, les clignotants ct les retrogradages. Et la route, neuve. est 
excellente. Aqaba-Amman en quatre heures environ, soit le meme 
temps que par I'autoroute. Avec en plus le piaisir des yeux et le repos 
de Fame. 

Sud-Nord: sortir d' Aqaba en prenant la route de I'aeroport. Simple 
controle de police. Nord-Sud: sur autorisation, delivree en W mn a 
Kerak. A deguster au soleil coucham de preference, avec Wagner sur 
le radio-cassette. 


■FIGURE 


Revolution en solo 

Un one man show revolution- 
□aire: seul sur scene, Eric 
Eychenne fait re vivre la Revolu- 
tion frangaise, dans son spectacle 
■Vivre libre ou mourir*. Crel ft 
(’occasion de du bicentenaire de 
1789 sa performance est plus 
qu'un spectacle ft un seul person- 
nage: c’est une veritable piece de 
thlatre. dont Eychenne inter- 
prete tous les roles. 

Le pari Itait audacieux, le 
rlsultat est un sueds. De la 
convocation des Etats Glnlraus 
aux executions de Robespierre et 
Saint-Just, il transporte le spec- 
taieur de Versailles a Paris, de la 
Cour ft la rue, de FAssemblle a la 
guillotine. Avec pour tout dlcor 
une chaise. 

Tour ft tour noble, bourgeois, 
femme du peuple et courxisane. 

Fauteur-acteur saute d’un role a 
l’autre. Il interprete ainsi. avec 
talent et conviction, plus de 120 _ . _ , 
personnages. crlant Fillusion Eychenn 

d'une distribution compute. vehiculam la 

Eric Eychenne n’est pas un travers Ie mo 
inconnu du public jordanien: il «Vivre Bbr< 
nous avait prlsente en 1985 «RJii- Eric Eychenm 
nodros* de Ionesco, a lui tout de la Revolu 
seul. II interprete sur le meme Centre cultun 
mode Rimbaud, Camus. Moliere. 19 a 20h00. 



Eric Eychenne 

vehiculam la culture franguise ft 
travers Ie monde. 

■Vivre Bbre ou raourir*, par 
Eric Eychenne, d'apres Fhistoire 
de la Revolution de Michelet. 
Centre culture! royal, dimanche 
19 a 2 Oh 00. 


|A L'AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

Les mari^s de I'An II 

De Jean-Paul Rappeneau, avec 
Jeao-Paul Belmondo et Marline 
Joben (1971): comldic. Revolution 
frangaise. En pays chouan. Philibert 
navjgue entre les deux camps de )a 
guerre civile ct de son coeur. 
Choisira-t-il la fougueuse aristocratc 
ou la pltulanie sans-culone? A moins 
que la guillotine ne tranche... 

CCF. I nodi 20 ft 20b 00 (en frames, sons- 
titrft tn arabe) 

Chouans 

De Philippe Broca, avee Philippe 
Noiret ct Sophie Marccau ( 1988): la 
lutte entre un jeune noble royaliste et 
un revolu tionnairc. tous deux 
amoureux de la fille d’un comic. 
CCF, mercredi 22 ft 20h00 (en famqaise. 
sons-tilrt en arabe) 

The African queen 

Dc John Huston, avec Humphrey 
Bogan ct Katherine Hepburn: aven- 
tures. Un homme ct une femme 
diametralemeni opposes se de'couv- 
rent a I 'occasion d'un coup de main 
militaire plrilleux en jungle africaine. 
Centre imirieeia, jeodl 16 et dimanebe 19 ft 
l%00 (ca angbh) 

En italien 

“Mussolini ultimo atto”, dramati- 
que, avec Rod Steiger ct Franco Nero 
(jeudi 16). “Un rinoceronele al 2 
piano," Tantastiquc avec Erik 
Petersen (samedi 18) 

Haya Arts Centre. I9h30 

Cin^club 

Stances reqKCtiveitwnl ft 13090, 15b00, 
17hW, 29630. Le 16: Space hunter. Rag 
time. A cat on a hot thin roof. River. Cuba. 


Lt 17; Tbc shapes of ihmps to come. Lady 
Jane. Ahlan wa medina (Syrian). Ishur. 
Rams over Santiago. Le 18: The last 
warrior. Barry Lyndon. Sophie's choice. 
Private Benjamin, Kiss of the spider 
woman. Le 19: Mad Max I. quest of fire. 
Julia. Country. The marriage of Maria 
Braun Le 20: Mad Mux II. The last 
emperor. •Children of a lesser god. Francis. 
Life is beautiful. Le 21: Death race 2000. 
Hihhin'sjatc. Mask. Cat people. Sihiriad. 
Le 22.- Death race 2000. Higgins gale. 
Mask. Cal people. Sihiriad. Le 22: The 
man who (ell u> earth. Conan the barba- 
rian. Joan & Mary. Maria's lovers. Ryan's 
daughter. 

Films en version originale. Tel 603901. 
Route de I'univervit*, ft droite a pres 1 ’hotel 
Jerusalem, puis Iftre ft gauche, 300m. 

THEATRE 

Vivre libre ou mourir 

Par Eric Eychenne, dimanche 19 au 
Centre cu I turd royal (voir article 
cidessus) 

EXPOSmON 

1789 

La Revolution frangaise: declara- 
tion des droits de l’hommc et du 
ciloyen. prise de la Bastille, terre ur 
... Les temps Ions ct les grands 
principe* retraces cn 32 affkhes, 
CCF. jusqu'au 23 

TELEVISION 

“Tous vedettes”, de Michel Lang, 
avec Leslie Caron: com£dic musicale. 
Les aventures d’une troupe de dan- 
scurs et chanteurs. Leur spectacle 
“Paris- Paris", revisit £ par un produc- 

tcur, devient "Galaxie-Galaxie” et 
fait un bide. (JTV. vendredi 17 ft 
17h30) 


Recherche guide 


Un groupe de touristes frangais recherche un guide 
parlant bien le frangais pour les accompagner lors de leur 
s6jour en Jordanie, une semaine a partir du 28 mars. 

Appeler le 614400 ou le 636166 







JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 16-17, 1989 



A glimpse of Gibran and Egypt 


The conflicts of life are portrayed strongly in a 
double bill of Middle Eastern drama in London. 


By Mary Patrick 


LONDON — The theatre of the 
Middle East is going through such 
an experimental phase that the 
more one sees of it the better 
perspective one’s likely to get. 
London was die venue recently of 
a double bill from the Arab world 
as part of the Black Theatre 
Season ’89. 

What awaits us when life ends 
and we pass into the realm known 
as ‘Death’? The question was 
contemplated with poetic mag- 
nificence by Kahlil Gibran, the 
late Lebanese writer, poet and 


philosopher, in a little-known 
play, Lazarus and his Beloved, 


which was presented recently at 
London's Shaw Theatre along 
with Song of Death by Tewfik AJ 
Hakim, the renowned Egyptian 
playwright. 

“Lazarus is an entirely new 
venture." said Renu Serna, the 
Pakistan-born director of the 
double production, in an inter- 
view. “It has not been performed 
before.” The play’s relative lack 
of fame is not due to its quality: it 
was discovered accidentally in an 
attic by a nephew of Kahlil 
Gibran. 


Gibran Kahlil Gibran was bora 
in a Maronite family in Bishani, a 
small town in northern Lebanon, 
in 1883. When he was 12, the 
family migrated to the United 
States and settled in Boston, 
Massachusetts. After a three-year 
stay in the United States, Gibran 
returned to Lebanon to study in 
Beirut. He travelled widely in 
Syria and Lebanon; the result 
showed in his later work. In the 
early part of this century he spent 
three years at the Fine Arts 
Academy in Paris and worked as 
a sculptor with Auguste Rodin. 
He returned to the United States, 
where he died in 1931. 

Gibran’s early experiences as 
an immigrant and foreigner in the 
United States and Europe fuelled 
his creative talent and were re- 
sponsible for the compelling 
visual and literary imagery that 
made him famous. 

The London event’s second 
play Song of Death, was an early 
work by one of Egypt’s most 
prolific sons. A1 H akim has been 
writing since the 1920s and Song 
of Death is one of his strongest 
creations — with its underlying 
theme of conflict between ignor- 
ant tradition and enlightenment. 


Setna decided to stage die two 
one-act plays as a double bill 
because, he explained, be re- 
garded them both as “accessi- 
ble. ” He said. “I don’t like 
theatre which goes above peo- 
ple’s heads." 


Biblical story 


The writings of Kahlil Gibran 
are dear to his heart, having put 
on Gibran's The Prophet as a 
one-man show in 1987. “Gibran 
writes in very poetic language, he 
uses beautinti images, and I've 
worked very hard to ensure that 
they aren’t remote." 

Lazarus and His Beloved is 
based on the biblical story of the 
man Jesus raised from die dead, 
but takes off on a mystical tan- 
gent to present the Lebanese 
lyricist’s favourite theme of the 
anguish of human existence and 
the constant search for fulfilment. 

The resurrected Lazarus is an 
unhappy man who has trouble 
explaining to his family that the 
return to earth has been a devas- 
tating experience. His inability to 
communicate with his family 
leaves him in rage. It is a poig- 
nant dilemma that finds express- 
ion in Setna’s rendition of Gib- 
ran’s strong imagery and lyricism. 
Anthony Lennon (of the televi- 


sion series The Bill and Grange 
Hill is effective as Lazarus and 
Shakespearean actress Carole 
Vieira is convincing as his sister 
Mary. 

Song Of Death centres on a 
different .dilemma, one which pits 
everyone steeped rightly or 
wrongly in tradition against 
others seeking change, enlighten- 
ment or wider horizons. 


Hie mother, Asakir (Indian 
star Alaknanda Samarth), wants 
her son, Alwan (Rezaul Kabir) to 
avenge the death of her husband, 
which occurred 17 years ago. She 
has kept the saddlebag in which 
his dismembered body was re- 
turned, together unto the murder 
weapon. 


he desires to build "a model 
village.” In contrast to his 
mother's desire for killing, he 
says, “I come only to open peo- 
ple’s eyes to life.” He remains 
unmoved by her entreaties, and 
tries to reason with her: “When_ 
will people in the countryside liver 
like human beings?" and “What" 
is more important than decent 
dwellings, clear running water 
and electricity?" 


Finally, 
persuade 
“Mother - 
appointed 
consumed 


vengeance 
her son. 


as she continues to 
him, he proclaims, 
- I won’t kill.” Dis- 
and spurned, she is’ 
with the desire foi 
which she directs tc 


When Alwan returns to his 
village, having gained an educa- 
tion not only in academic subjects 
but also in a different way of life, 
Asikir demands that he kill the 
man who killed his father. 
Alwan's response, “Why should I 
kill this man?" shocks and dis- 
mays her, for he not only ques- 
tions her authority, but also the 
tradition on which her desire for 
revenge is founded. She implores 
him to. “rise up and quench my 
fire” in order to restore the 
■‘family name to honour.” 

But Alwan has other thoughts; 


“lYaditional rules are strop 
they are built and perpetual 
especially where people live L 
harsh conditions," explained Re 
zaul Kabir in an interview. H 
said Tewfik A1 Hakim wanted t 
convey that “town rules don 
work in village life." 

One-act plays are more t 
tense, more gutsy than long- 
productions, covering a who 
range of feelings which in two- 
three-act plays may leave tl 
audience untouched. They a 
also designed, in the presentei 
view, to “change people’s live 
— Academic File. 


Ireland and the 
egend of St. Patrick 


DUBLIN — Every year on 
March 17, the people of Ireland 
and all Irish ethnic groups 
throughout the world, celebrate 
St. Patrick's Day. 

St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ire- 
land is credited for introducing 
Christianity in Ireland. At the age 
of 16 he was captured by Irish 
raiders and sold into bondage. 
After six years, he escaped and 
returned home ro Ireland. He 
relates how in a vision he saw a 
man who came from Ireland with 
letters, and how he heard the 
voices of the Irish imploring him 
to return. St. Patrick's mission in 
Ireland spanned some thirty years 
in the latter half of the 5th cen- 
tury AD. It was very successful. 
Tradition says that he died on the 
17th March in 490 AD, the day 
now celebrated as a National 
Festival by all Irish people 
throughout the world. 

The Island of Ireland is situ- 
ated in the extreme North-West 
of the continent of Europe. Its 
total area is 84,421 square 
kilometres of which the Republic 
comprises 70,282 square 
kilometres and 14,139 square 
kilometres Northern Ireland with 
a total coastline of 3172 


kilometres. The population of 
Ireland, according to the 1986 
census, was 3.537,195 of which a 
high proportion is concentrated 
in toe younger age (approximate- 
ly 50% are under 25 years of 
age). 


Irish-Jordanian relations 

Ireland has long standing and 
friendly ties with Jordan. Ire- 
land’s contacts with Jordan have 
increased considerably during the 
past few years. Through mem- 
bership of the European Com- 
munity and activity at the United 
Nations, Ireland has played its 
part in the efforts to assist in 
finding solutions to the Middle 
East problem. Ireland believes 
that a just and lasting solution of 
this conflict must include the 
rights of all states in the area and 
the implementation of the right of 
the Palestinian people to self- 
determination with the option of 
setting up an independent Palesti- 
nian state. 

Irish exports are best known in 
Jordan for consumers items and 
foodstuffs. Irish Kenygold but- 
ter, ghee, milk; meats; clothing; 
veterinary products; phar- 
maceutical products manufac- 


tured in Ireland, are well-estab- 
lished. An increasing number of 
high technology and data proces- 
sing software have totally been 
introduced with a. steady flow of 
exports recorded during the last 
couple of years. 

Cultural and Educational rela- 
tions between Ireland and Jordan 
were developed to their utmost 
during 1988. A number of Jorda- 
nian Civil Servants and High 
School instructors from the Jor- 
dan Ministry of Education have 
attended courses in different 
fields of vocational tiaining. 
These courses were funded by the 
Irish government and EEC. 
These projects provided a model 
for Industrial/Vocational training 
for Jordan. During 1988, 39 
Jordanian instructors were 
trained by HEDCO. HEDCO 


was also awarded a major project 
worth one million ECU to assist 
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Bethlehem University. Financial 
support for the project comes 
principally from the EEC, with 
co-financing from the Irish gov- 
erament. The project aims at 
strengthening Bethlehem Uni- 
versity as an Institution of higher 
learning in the service of the 
Palestinian community . It will be 
linked with University College in 
Dublin. The programme aims at 
promoting the academic develop- 
ment and social importance of the 
smaller universities in their local 
context. 



Alaknanda Samarth in TweGk AI Hakim’s Song of Death, 
performed at the Shaw Theatre in London. 


A scene from Lazarus and His Beloved. From left: Billy Braham. . Anthony Lennon, Carol 
Vieira and Misli Alan. 


‘We can hook the whole world up* 


WASHINGTON — Ted Turner 
says the “biggest thing" he's done 
in his venture into global televi- 
sion is that “we have shown that 
we can hook the whole world up 
and get important, .-stories, .even 
though-' we^piay be very, U.S.. 
biased.” ’. .. - . • 

During a March 8 satellite in- 
terview with audiences in East 
Asia, Turner said. “When there 
is a major story, when General 
Secretary Gorbachev makes (a) 
speech or when something major 
happens in Japan or Great Bri- 
tain, we do carry it, usually simul- 
taneously. It allows our correspon- 
dents and our affiliates and those 
that we have reciprocal agree- 
ments with around the world to 
join in on a very timely basis 
without going to the great ex- 
pense of ordering up satellite 
time and so forth.” 

Turner, who is chairman of the 
board and president of the Tur- 
ner Broadcasting System (TBS) 
in Atlanta. Georgia, was speak- 
ing over the U.S. Information 
Agency’s Worldnet interview 
programme with journalists in 


Tokyo, Peking, Hong Kong and 
Jakarta. 

“So, as a news exchange,” Tur- 
f be 


ner said of his global TV hookup, 
“I think it has been important.” 

As for charges of U.S. bias in 
his reporting, he told questioners, 
“We do originate ih the United 
States and we do have a U.S". 
bias. That cannot be helped." 

But Turner said, “The point is 
well made. In time, we would like 
to have a truly international edi- 
tion that tried to move away from 
such a great U.S. bias that we 
have now.” 

In response to a question about 
what new directions he foresees 
for TBS in the next decade in a 
global sense. Turner said, “We 
are going to be the first network 
to hook up the world on a 24-four 
hour basis. 

“We just began 24-four hour ser- 
vice via Panamsat to all of South 
America. We are in the final 
stages of concluding an agree- 
ment with the Soviet satellite 
system to rent a transponder that 
will cover Africa and India and 
the parts of the Middle East that 


we do not cover. 

“We anticipate that that ser- 
vice will commence in Septem- 
ber. When that does, there will 
not be a single spot on this globe 
that you cannot pick up Cable 
News Network (CNN) via satel- 
lite. That we are very excited 
about."*' 

Turner also revealed that his 
company is working on a “chil- 
dren’s series called ‘Captain 
PlaDet,’ featuring a group of little 
children that go around the 
planet helping restore the en- 
’vironment and protecting en- 
dangered species and stopping 
revolutions and wars, a little ani- 
mated children’s series. 

“Wc are hoping to distribute 
that all over the world,” he said, 
.“so that we can educate children 
about the dangers of continuing 
to destroy the environment and a 
number of other projects, the 
Goodwill Games and a lot of 
new programming that we are 
producing over here in the Un- 
ited States that we intend to make 
available to broadcasters around 
the world.” 


As for whether he has any 
plans for further acquisitions to 
buy himself into the megaleagues 
as he attempted to-do last year 
with CBS. he said, “Not a major 
one. We have a heavy debt load 
now. Really; we do not — I do 
‘ not? feel like we really' need to 
acquire any megadeals. I think 
we can grow internally very 
rapidly. 

“We have four networks here 
in the United States now, one that is 
virtually covering the entire globe 
and our worldwide syndication 
operation. We are producing a lot 
of new programming. I am very 
happy with the position that we 
are in now.” 

Turner was told that one of the 
criticisms about American news 
gathering in Japan has been that 
reporters who cover from the 
United States, who are mostly 
Americans, do not speak 
Japanese and quite often, do not 
understand the Japanese society. 
His response, in part, was: “We 
are just pretty well convinced that 
Americans are used to seeing 
American announcers or Amer- 


ican correspondents report 
back because that is the way it 
always been. 

I bet you that on TV Asahi 
your correspondents * 
Japanese, too, aren’t they? 

“But we are going to try 
move in that direction. It is 
dream of mine. I do not want 
let all my people from the I 
East and the bureaus — the) 
all watching this too — we are 
going to let them go. 

“In time, we are going to 
and staff with more local oati 
als. That is the direction we 1 
be heading.” 

“I think one of the great thi 
about this planet is that we hav 
lot of religions. We have a loi 
cultures. We have different tai 
in food, different dress and dil ■ 
rent cultures and so forth. 

“I think that is all good. I to * 
I respect every man’s and e\ 
person’s right to believe in wt 
ever they want to believe. I wo 
not be personally involved - 
insulting or offending anyr 
else, certainly not deliberate! i 
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Scientists cite key advance 
against muscle disease 


USIA Science Writer 


WASHINGTON — Researchers 
have found a way to correct a 
muscle defect in mice that could 
represent a major step toward 
finding a treatment for a debilitat- 
ing human disease. 

U.S. and British scientists re- 
port that mice that could not make 
a protein called dystrophin in their 
muscles began to produce it after 
injections of immature muscle 
cells. The development comes 
only one year after researchers 
reported toe discovery of the pro- 
tein, whose absence triggers the 
onset of Duchenne muscular dys- 
trophy (DMD) in humans. 

The genetic disorder, which cur- 
rently has no cure, is one of (he 
most common and devastating of 


and wasting of toe voluntary mus- 
cles. Most patients die in their 
early 20s. 


Therapeutics 


toe muscular dystrophies, appear- 


ing in about one in every 
male births in the United States. It 
causes a progressive weakening 
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“We basically have toe first step 
toward a potential to do therapeu- 
tics,’ 1 said geneticist Louis Kunk- 
el, who led one of the mouse 
research studies at toe Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. In addition to 
the research at Howard Hughes 
Medical, mouse studies were also 
performed at the Charing Cross 
and Westminster Medical School 
in London and Montreal Neurolo- 
gical Institute. 

Donald Wood, director of re- 
search for the Muscular Dystro- 
phy Association, said the latest ' 
research represents “the most ex- 
citing approach for human therapy 
that, ip my opinion, has ever come 
along.” 

He said preliminary experi- 
ments in a limited number of 
Duchenne patients may begin la- 
ter this year. Those studies, focus- 
ing on single muscles and a few 
muscles, could lead to larger hu- 
man studies. Wood said it is too 
early to say when the injection 
procedure could be made widely 
available, if it proves useful. 


Defective genes 


The identification of the muscu- 
lar dystrophy protein by a re- 
search team led by Kunkel last 


gene. 

Although the exact functio 
the missing protein has not 
been determined, recent stu 
suggest that it normally helps 
port muscle cell walls. The 
search, which involved exaznii 
extremely toin slices of mu 
tissue under an electron mi 
scope, found that dystroy 
appeared just inside the flic 
fatty membrane that makes up 
ceil walls. It appeared to be par 
the cytoskeleton, a mesh of ] 
teins that maintains the struct 
of the cell. 

Researchers reported that 
dystrophin is part of toe c< 
structural support, musde cells ' 
lack dystrophin may be nnusu 
susceptible to being tom and c 
troyed as the musde works. ' 

Earlier work had indicated t 
dystrophin might play an imp 
tarn role in toe processing 
calcium needed to make non 
muscles contract. According 
Eric Hoffman, a researcher 
Children's Hospital in Boston, t 
setting toe calcium balance c 
activate an enzyme that dissob 
musde fibres. And in the bod 
attempt to repair this dama{ 
human skeletal muscle is subjt 
to fibrosis, a “hardening" proa 
that impairs musde fanction. 

Research reported by sdentfc 
earlier this year found that dj 
trophro is also produced by bra 
cells in a different form, a disco 
cry that may help explain wi 
some people with muscular dj 


year followed toe discovery five trophy also suffer mental impa 
months earlier of the gene that meat. The mental impainne a" 
causes the inherited disease. "The appears in mild to moderate for " 
protein’s absence in muscular dys-. in about a third to a half 
trophy is the result of a defective Duchenne patients. 
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Focus on people 


Second to none 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

This week John aodjtuth Roper speak to Focas oa peoplc about 
the bond that they have built over the last thirty years with their 
adopted homeland ' — Jordan. 

The Ropers' relationship with the Middle East began w hile they 
were still at medical school in Philadelphia. After seeing slides of 
the Holy Lands in the early 1950’s they were particularly struck by 
the sight of the refugees and their living conditions. Ruth Roper 
remembers: “We met with oar church group asked them to 
direct- us to where medical personnel was needed most.” 
After coordinating their move to the Middle East with the 
Southern Baptist Church, the Ropers moved to Beirut in 1954 to 
learn Arabic. During their stay in Lebanon Mis. Roper gave birth 
to two of her four children. In 1955 the Ropers went to work at 
the Baptist Hospital in Gaza. “At the time the waiting list for 
surgery in Gaza extended from three to six months, we had 
definitely come to a place where we were needed.” 

After a' two year stay in Gaza, the Ropers transferred to 
Northern Jordan. The hospital where John and Ruth were to 
spend. the next thirty years was and is still called the AjJoun 
Hospital. Ruth recalls: “When we arrived, there were twenty 
beds, no electricity, except for a couple of hours a day and no 
payed roads' at all.” The conditions people were living in where 
harsh, John practiced surgery and although Ruth was trained as 
a general practitioner, her work in gynaecology took up much 
of heT time. . 

“Everything was so scarce back then. There was a very high 
mortality rate amongst children, nourishment was not what it 
should be and medicines were novelty items. There were not 
more than 70 doctors in all of Jordan, compared to die almost 700 
Jordanian doctors that are unemployed today. A lot of the 
doctors and pharmacists used to make their own concoctions of 
medicines because there was no local pharmaceutical industry and 
imported medicines were not available as they are today.” 
Ruth Roper remembers that “caesarean section was unheard of 
at the time, and if a woman living in Northern Jordan wanted to 
deliver by caesarean section she had to come to us.” 

John- Roper recalls, “there was a lot of malnutrition, because 
sources of protein were very limited. Of course many foodstuffs 
from other parts of the country could not be stored properly 
because of the lack of appliances, which could not be used anyway 
because of the lack of electricity. The good thing was that there 
was always plenty of fruits, people ate a lot of fruits.” 
Despite the difficult living conditions at the time John Roper 
admired “the remarkable way people coped with the si tuat ion. 
They were scr innovative. During the summer people would 
prepare foodstuff for most of the winter. I believe the hardships 
they, faced strengthened their ideals. They worked hard to give 
their children a better future.” 


The evolving role that women have played in the development 
of Jordan has also been inspirational to the Ropers, “We feel that 
now, more than ever before, Jordanian families “have placed 
: great emphasis and value on the education of their daughters.” 

The Ropers attribute a lot of the positive changes in the 
: ? : northern region to the facilities made available by the military in 

the area." In the post 1967 era, the government in Jordan made 
. r.v more strenuous efforts to develop the north of Jordan. The results 
were very evident especially in the health’ education.” As 
— education for boys and girls spread so did the development in all 

sectors of life in Ajloun and other parts of Northern Jordan. 

Today the area boasts five times as many professionals as it did in 
the 1960's. “We are particularly pleased that the people of this 
area have been successful wherever they have gone. Furthermore 
. they have all come back to their towns and villages to build 
*VV beautiful homes and invest in the improvement of the areas' 
facilities,” John Roper says. 

Although the Ropeis' returned to their home in Seneca, South 
Carolina, almost a dozen times during their thirty year stay in 
Jordan, they never considered leaving their adopted home. “It 
was on our first trip back to the U.S. after we had been in Jordan 
almost five years, that the ladies of Ajloun presented me with the 
red asbeh, which is their traditional headdress. This is the gift 
presented to a bride of the Ajloun area when she leaves her 
< parents home, so that wherever she goes people will identify her 
'*5 L with her village. It was their way of telling me that I had become 
i ; -^one of them. I was very touched,” Mrs. Roper recalls. 

The Ropers feel that they are privileged to have had the 
! opportunity to live in Jordan. They have developed a strong 
i i affinity with the people and customs of the Ajloun area. Their 
children, two of whom were bom in Ajloun,” are all the richer for 
i ; having had the opportunity to grow up with such helpful and 
; generous people.” Asked if they ever regretted their decision to 
live in Jprdan, Ruth Roper answered, “when you have a purpose, 
you never regret.” 

The Ropers feel that “Jordan is now veiy well equipped with an 
'o. educated people-power, there is no longer any need for foreigners 
>5 to come and offer their know-how, its all here. We feel that many 
Jordanians are not sufficiently aware that they have very 
| !' advanced facilities in this country . For some reason it seems that a 
9* lot of Jordanians don't have enough confidence in their own 
W professionals. As far as the medical field is considered, including 
i dentistry, we feel the expertise could not be better anywhere.”.. 

AH four of the Roper children speak Arabic having finished 
p • their primary schooling in Jordan, before going on to Beirut and 
. the U.S.,-for their higher education. One of them reads and writes 
Arabic and takes courses in Arabic at his university in the U.S.-. 

. hoping to come back and tiveTn the Arab World some day. “We 
.• feel tha t our children have benefitted from the Arabic culture ' 
j immensely. They are able to see that every coin has two sides, 

H, which is something most young Americans just don’t see. Mainly 
^ because they have not been sufficiently exposed. When compared 
with their age group back in the United States, our children are 
much more knowledgeable and worldly. Something we feel most 
young Jordanians are too;’’ 

After having travelled as a family through ail of the Arab 
World. Europe and the Soviet Union, the Ropers felt that Jordan 
was “second to none;” When we came back io Jordan all our kids 
said waS *we feel free again! We have never locked the door to our 
?. r; home here. We have never felt it was necessary. We have always 
felt so very welcome and so safe.” ■ i 
„ fn March 1987 the Ajloun Hospital became a. government 
hospital and the Ropers wenr into official retirement. They plan 
to return to Seneca, South Carolina in June of this year. Ruth 
• Roper “wants to spend time with my grandchildren" and John 
plans to go back to university to update his medical studies, 
^specialising in emergency work. Both intend “to be of service to 
^ the community of Arab students in South Carolina, and offer the 
hojfphalhy to them that Jordan offered to us.” 

.“Jordan has been the greatest inspiration to us as individuals 
as a family, we hope that the people of Jordan will not 
underestimate their own capabilities and continue to build their 
.. country as they have." 

. P.S. Dr. John Roper was awarded the Istiklal Medal by His 
Majesty King Hussein in March 1987, in recognition of his 
services to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
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‘Never say never in politics’ 


By Najwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — IN a biting inter- 
view with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BCC) television 
newscaster, Peter Snow, Israeli 
Prime. Minister Yitzhak Sbamlr 
called the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials “cri- 
minate,” “liars," and “enemies of 
our people,” and vowed “never 
to negotiate with the PLO.” 

“We will not talk to (Yasser) 
Arafat or his PLO gang,” said 
Shamir in a video tape of the 
interview, aired last week on the 
BBC show Nightline, and shown 
at the British embassy 
Wednesday. 

According to Shamir Israel's 
refusal to speak to the PLO is 
because be considers the PLO “a 
terrorist organisation whose de- 
clared goal is the destruction of a 
people and because Arafat is 
responsible for the deaths of hun- 
dreds of Israelis.” . 


Snow referred to the British 
Foreign Minister, William Walde- 
grave’s remark on Shamir's past, 
and involvement in a terrorist 
gang and pointed out,” your goal 
was to establish a state and there- 
fore, you killed Palestinians.” 
S hamir brushed off the statement 
saying that the two situations 
“can not be compared,” claiming 
that they never fought for the 
destruction of a state “like the 
PLO.” 

Similarly, Shamir referred* to 
the “different situations" when 
Snow asserted that Israel made 
peace with Egypt, “which was 
responsible for Car more Israelis’ 
deaths.” 

“It was a military war (between 
Egypt and Israel)... they (the 


PLO) will never deliver peace 
because they can not believe in 
peace,” said Shamir. 

Even when Snow alluded to 
Arafat’s calls for peace in Geneva 
late last year, Shamir said, “it is a 
lie. These people can do any- 


thing. They use totalitarian 
(methods) and can even use lies." 

Shamir added that the con- 
tinued violence indicates “the 
PLO can not be partners in 
’ peace,” and pleaded with Snow 
to accept this fact. 

He told Snow, “you must re- 
spect our decision. We will not 
accept a Palestinian state/' 
asserting that the Palestinian 
state will not only be a 'Threat to 
Israel,” but will be used by “all 
elements not accepting Israel as a 
base of aggression.” 

Pushing Shamir further, Snow 
asked whether the Israeli premier 
would accept the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories choice in 
support of the PLO as their sole 
representative. Shamir said that 
the “elections” were under con- 
sideration, but since the “PLO 
would not accept them then they 
would be boycotted.” 

Asked about a Knesset mem- 
ber, Ezer Wtizman, and former 
foreign » minister and Knesset 

t 


member Abba Eban, who do call 
for negotiations with the PLO, 
Shamir said “we are a democracy 
and allow for all sides to voice' 
their opinions,” and on Eban, be 
added, “ thank God he does not 
say (his opinion) in the Knesset.” 
As to wbat solution Shamir 
has, he only said, “maybe the 
Palestinians will propose Arab 
sovereignty and Israel will prop- 
ose Israeli sovereignty. I think of 
solutions, but these are not solu- 
tions I would like to see... not 
Arab sovereignty,” on what Sha- 
mir vehemently rejected as occu- 
pied territories. 

“These are not occupied terri- 
tories, you can say liberated con- 
troversial territories or as French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
says disputed territories/' he 
said. 

Cause of peace 
Shamir also said that he refuses 
to accept an international confer- 
ence, saying that such a confer- 


ence would not serve “the cause 
of peace.” He stressed that he 
supports direct negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arab coun- 
tries, “but we will not negotiate 
with the PLO. We think our 
reasons are reasonable and no 
one will be able to change our 
opinion. We will not speak to 
them." 

Following the interview with 
Shamir, the BBC correspondent 
in Israel spoke with WaJdegrave. 
who was in Israel at the time of 
the interview, on the comments 
made by Shamir. 

According to Waldegrave Sha- 
mir's hardline stand and refusal 
to negotiate with the PLO has 
been taken in line with what 
Shamir sees as best for his 
country. 

Calling Shamir a “patriotic 
man,” Waldegrave nonetheless 
stresses that the Israelis are “paint- 
ing themselves into a corner," 
making it more difficult for the 
peace process to continue. He 


■ suggests Israel should listen “to 
its friends who care,” and not to 
rule out options "which it (Israel) 
may have to take (in the future).” 

“Never say never in politics,” 
said Waldegrave. adding that 
Israel.needs a "diffusion of arms" 
which is draining its economy. 
This factor may encourage Israel 
to change its present position, he 
said. 

Waldegrave referred to the, 
"historical shift” taken by the 
PLO, “not in the (direction) of 
the destruction of a state,” he 
said, “this is what is worth 
(testing).” 

On whether the Wert Bank and 
Gaza are “occupied" or "liber- 
ated" territories, Waldegrave 
rites his experience during a cur- 
few in Nablus." "There was no 
one in the streets. There was a cat 
who made it to the other side... 
no its not liberated territories.” 
When the reporter clarified 
“occupied,” he said "ves. occu- 
pied.” 


Waging decent war — for earth’s sake 


In 1899 the Hague Conventions affirmed the 
principle that “the right of belligerents to adopt 
means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited.” In 
1977 additions to the Geneva Conventions 
extended this principle in the words: "It is 
prohibited to employ methods or means of 
warfare which are intended, or may be ex- 
pected, to cause widespread, long-term and 
severe damage to the natural environment." But 
to what extent can the war mongers be ex- 
pected to adhere to those rules? 


By Maggie James 

■LONDON — The two most im- 
mediate threats to mankind on a 
global scale are military devasta- 
tion and environmental exhaus- 
tion. Each of these threats is 
reinforced tfy -the other. This is 
the theme of a new book pub- 
lished by the Oxford, University 
Press in association with the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI). 

The book is the fifth and final 
one in a series examining the* 
. impact of military .activities on 
the human environment. It re- 
sulted from a research program- 
me jointly financed by SIPRI and * 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). 

Entitled Cultural Norms, War 
and the Environment, the study is 
edited by Professor Arthur H. 
Westing, an authority on the en- 
vironmental implications of milit- 
ary activities who worked pre- 
viously with SIPRI and currently 
is associated with the Internation- 
al Peace Research Institute in 
Olso. Norway.’ 

The objective of the study 
ostensibly is to examine the influ- 


ence of cultural norms, past and 
present, on the conduct of war 
and the way those norms help 
towards protection of the en- 
vironment from warfare. The 
study also aims to suggest how 
such norms can be strengthened 
and developed. Nine academics 
who are experts in different fields 
examine cultural norms vis a vis 
war and the environment from 
various perspectives — from law, 
education, the news media to the 
arts. 

Between the end of World War 
II and today global population 
has doubled to about 5,000 mil- 
lion. Despite scientific and tech- 
nological advances, more people 
by far than, ever before in history 
are undernourished; more by far 
than ever before inadequately 
housed; and more by far than 
ever before are without access to 
clean water, says Professor 
Westing. 

“The three major renewable 
natural resources — forests, 
grasslands and fisheries — are, on 
a world-wide basis, now being 
utilised faster than their rate of 
natural replenishment. This dis- 


Fashions: for 
better or for 


worse 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain lived up to 
its reputation as a fashion capital 
for individualists in autumn col- 
lections that offered everything 
from fringes,' fake fur and animal 
prints to classic wools and peren- 
nial velvets. 

The result was “anything 
goes.” with uo single direction for 
British fashion. 

Skirts were long or short. Pants 
were narrow or very full. Jackets 
were long and lean or short and 
swingy. The looks were ethnic, or 
cowboy, or biker, or Russian, or 
prim Miss Marple- English. 

“I think anything goes this sea- 
son,” said David Sassoon of Bell- 
ville Sassoon, who designs even- 
ing dresses for Princess Diana. 
“But I think people have found it 
difficult to buy. I think. they’ve 
found too many kooky clothes 
and not enough that people will 
wear." 

Marie Gavrielides of the U.S.- 
based Kellouie’s, which sells to 
private clients, said the British 
shows -generally were “too high 
fashion” for the United States. 

“Paris is more classic," she 
said. “Americans are way too 
classic for mogt of these collec- 
tions. Everything moves so. much 
faster in England. Designs are 
very up, veiy progressive.” 

The greatest excitement 
seemed to be generated at the 
young end of the fashion scene, 
with the accessory and clothing 
firm Pink Soda setting the trend 
for the 15-25 generation. 

Their collection — inspired by 
India, Morocco and Turkey — 
featured lots of . embroidery, 
animal prints, fringed scarves, 
corset-like bustiers with lurex,. 
coins, bells and pompons, plenty 
of ethnic necklaces, all topped 


with fake fur or patterned velvet 
bowler hats. 

“We’ve had a lot of interest 
from the States — more than in 
the last five years," said Manag- 
ing Director David Solomon. 

Helen Storey's beaded chiffon 
bra-tops, fringed zebra bolero 
and one-piece leather chaps' with 
attached boots were* also big hits 
in the young market. 

Some top British designers also 
took the bizarre route during 
London fashion week. 

Katharine Hamnett's biker- 
look collection, harking back to 
the 1970s, including a skin-tight 
black velour jumpsuit worn with 
high-cut black leather briefs and a 
leather bomber jacket with metal 
studs bearing her latest ecology 
slogan — “dean up or die." 

Rifat Ozbek, winner of the 
British fashion coundl’s Designer 
of the Year Award, returned to 
his Turkish roots with belly-dan- 
cer, bras fringed with gold coins, 
leopard-print pants and Berber- 
striped coats. . 

At the other end of the fashion 
spectrum for autumn and winter 
were the more traditional desig- 
ners who have become part of 
Britain's fashion establishment. 

Jean Muir showed loose jump- 
suits. Gina Fratini had black vel- 
vet strapless ones moulded to the ‘ 
body and covered with Indian 
mirrored-dotb jackets. Caroline 
Charles reflected Miss Marple 
with long, lean earth-coloured 
tweeds, trimmed in fake-fur. Ally 
Capellino, also did- a prim En- 
glish look with skirts down to the 
ankle. 

Edina Ronay, who showed 
animal prints, velvet suits with 
gold beading, and coloured Vene- 
tian silks, said “the Americans 
are coming back” after several 
seasons in the wings. 


astrous process of overexploita- 
- tion continues relentlessly,” be 
says. 

For several decades now, hu- 
man demands have outstripped 
even the global availability of 
many resources. In yet another 
self-defeating action, says West- 
ing. use of the atmosphere for the 
disposal of ever increasing 
amounts of municipal and indust- 
rial waste products (air pollu- 
tants) is also occurring at a rate 
faster than decomposition and 
dissipation can accommodate 
such discharges. 

Then there is the militaiy 
threat to the environment. “It is 
not only dear that warfare is 
destructive of resources, but it is 
additionally demonstrable that 
such environmental disruption is 
in this century becoming an ever 
more prominent aspect of war- 
fare,” states Westing, citing the 
adverse effect of nuclear weapons 
testing on the human environ- 
ment. He is among scientists who 
are convinced that a nuclear war 
might be so ecologically disrup- 
tive as to actually threaten human 
civilisation as a whole. 

But Westing reassures: “The 
establishment of a pervasive 
cultural norm . against nudear 
weapons and war should not be as 
difficult as it may at first appear, 
because the immensely anti -social 
and anti -ecological nature of nuc- 


lear weapons is already widely 
perceived among both the peo- 
ples and governments of the 
world.” 

He indicates how in the inter- 
governmental arena, 133 or more 
non-nuclear weapons govern- 
ments (81 per cent of them), 
induding a considerable number 
that could readily produce nuc- 
lear weapons, have to date for- 
mally renounced such weapons 
through joining the 1968 Nudear 
Non-proliferation Treaty and in 
other ways. And 113 nations have 
declared as a guiding prindple 
that the human environment 
must be spared the effects of 
nudear weapons. 

Writing on the historical evolu- 
tion of cultural norms as they 
relate to war and the . environ- 
ment, Dr. Geoffrey Best, an au- 
thority on military and legal his- 
tory at the London School of 
Economics, points out that the 
world history of the prindples of 
restraint in war, and of the rules 
derived from them, brings a 
mixed message to our age. 

“The record of observance is 
patchy, and is held by many 
sound judges to be worse in this 
century tiian in the last, if only 
because the means available for 
the conduct of total war have 
suddenly become so much more 
powerful than ever before." 

However, he says, it would be 


a mistake to conclude pessimisti- 
cally that norms for the conduct, 
of war are useless. “Every prison- 
er who returns home more or less 
intact from wartime captivity is 
living proof that they are not 
useless. Hiroshima was obliter- 
ated, but Kyoto was not. Slaugh- 
ter of civilians is not somethihg of 
which belligerent parties like to 
be accused. The laws and customs 
of war have worked from time to 
tim e and from place to place, as 
they still do." 

How has the media helped 
shape those cultural norms? Pro- 
fessor David M. Rubin of New 
York University observes: 
“Although journalists do not 
make military policy in either the 
USA or the USSR, they do frame 
these issues for their respective 
audiences. 

“Since the two societies have 
little direct interaction, what is 
known about “the enemy” comes 
almost exclusively from the 
media, whether directly or via 
governmental officials speaking 
til rough the media. 

“What journalists choose to 
report, and how they report it,” 
he says, “is as much a component 
of the arms race as a new missile 
or warhead.” 

Grigori S. Khozin, a Soviet 
expert on the politics of the en- 
vironment. admits that the pre- 
sent process of more openness 


and restructuring in the USSR 
cannot but affect the central 
problems of nature utilisation. 

In his view the current change 
towards openness in the USSR 
has been a direct outcome of 
activist moves. by Soviet scien- 
tists. cultural workers and repre- 
sentatives of the public at large. 

Although Soviet outlook on 
the ecological question is being 
determined largely by ethical and 
other cultural considerations, he 
says, those considerations are 
also attracting new udherenrs 
among government decision- 
makers at all levels. 

It is left to Professor Westing to 
have the last word. “The milifary 
norm that “the right of hellige- 
rents to adopt means of injuring 
the enemy is not unlimited” is. in 
fact, slowly expanding to encom- 
pass “means of warfare which are 
intended, or may be expected, to 
cause widespread, long-term and 
severe damage to the natural 
environment. "* 

Such an expansion, he notes, 
implies a growing realisation that 
the human life-support systems 
have become seriously imperil- 
led. “This emerging concern for 
the environment represents the 
first small, but exceedingly wel- 
come. step by humankind' in its 
“journey of a thousand miles" in 
the direction of ecological and 
social sanity." — Academic File. 
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Saudi Arabia seeks new outlets 


European spot oil prices soar 


LONDON (R) — Oil prices surged to 15-month 
highs Wednesday in Europe after reports that Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s largest exporter, planned furth- 
er supply cuts. 


The prices on the European 
free or “spot" market, a baro- 
meter of supply and demand, 
were also helped higher by news 
of lower U.S. oil stocks. 

“The API's (American Pet- 
roleum Institute stock figures) 
just boosted an already strong 
market," one European trades 
said, referring to the U.S. data 
issued Tuesday. 

Brent blend crude from Bri- 
tain's North Sea, the most widely 
traded internationally, leapt to 
around $17.60 a barrel for May 
delivery, its highest since Decem- 
ber, 1987. 

Brent prices fell to two-year 
lows of $11 last October before 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
agreed to implement output curbs 
from the start of this year. 

Prices have been supported by 
these cuts and a promise of recip- 
rocal cuts from exporting nations 
outside the group. 

Already higher crude prices 
have been reflected in pump 
prices on garage forecourts. Re- 
tailers say petrol prices are likely 
to rise further with the approach 
of the Easter “driving season" 
when European and* North 


American motorists traditional- 
ly begin to use their cars more as 
spring sets in. 

On Monday, news that Nor- 
way’s Ekofisk oil field complex 
had closed temporarily following 
a small fire sparked off the rally- 
The field resumed production 
Wednesday, its operator said. 

Saudi Arabia told Japanese 
buyers Tuesday it would slash 
their crude supplies by 30 per 
cent in April reflerting OPECs 
determination to rein in output to 
18.5 million barrels daily for the 
first half of this year, traders said. 

Industry sources in Tokyo said 
Wednesday that Saudi Arabia 
also planned to restrict supplies 
to the United States and Europe. 
They declined to detail the extent 
of the cuts. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Hisham, Nazer Tuesday said he 
hoped for a more stable market. 

“We hope market conditions 
improve and that depends on two 
things. OPEC states abiding by 
ilast November’s accords and con- 
tribution by non-OPEC 'produce 
ere, and so far things are going 
well,” he told reporters in 

B ahrain . 

Technical factors and low U.S. 


heating oil stocks have also been, 
boosting prices. One U.S. analyst 
said Tuesday that U.S. beating oQ 
stocks were now at their lowest 
level since 1972. 

A European trader, however, 
said Wednesday he was sceptical 
prices will firm much more in the 
short-term. 

“1 expect some resistance at 
around these levels and don’t see 
WTI (West Texas Intermediate) 
going much over the $19 mark for 
May.” 

May WTI dosed at $18.77 .in 
New York Tuesday. 

The leading Middle East grade, 
Dubai, was quoted around 
$15.85, still below its OPEC re- 
ference price of $17.42 a barrel. 

Saudi Arabia has stepped up 
efforts to capture a larger share in 
domestic petrol markets worl- 
dwide while m aintaining output 
curbs at home to boost crude 
prices, ofl industry sources in the 
Gulf have said. 

“They are looking into every 
possibility that will allow them to 
refine and sell oil products -in 
consumer countries,'’ an industry 
source in the Gulf said. 


The search for partners in re- 
fining and marketing in consumer 
countries is part of the kingdom's 
efforts to secure outlets for its oil 
at times when world oil demand is 
low. . 

Nazer was quoted by the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) Tuesday as 
saying in Dhahran: “The king- 
dom has started negotiations' with 


(b/d) of oil products in 23 Amer- 
ican states. 

Last month, Japan's ministry of 
international trade and industry 
said it would not block Saudi 
joint ventures in Japan. 

The kingdom, the world’s big- 
gest oil exporter, has also kept its 
oil output at around 4.7 million 
b/d in the first two months of 1989. 


after cutting by almost twOtmT- 
lion b/d to comply with an OPEC 


and in the Far East for joint 
ventures for marketing outside 
the kingdom." 

Nazer was attending board 
meetings of the newly established 
Saudi Arabian Oil company. 

The oil industry sources said' 
Riyadh was interested in refiner- 
ies and joint - ventures from Ire- 
land to Indonesia and Japan. 

Oil analysts said it w as in con- 
tact with French Total-CFP and 
Elf Aquataine among . other 
European firms. It had also 
shown interest in Ireland’s Wmte- 
gate refinery in Cork harbour. 

Saudi Arabia already has a 
joint venture with Texaco in the- 
United States, called Star Enter- 
prise, to refine and distribute 
around '600,000 barrels per day 


output pact reached last 
November. 

. OPEC agreed to cut the 
group's output by 20 per cent to 
18.5 million b/d in the first half of 
1989 to boost oil prices. Saudi 
Arabia was allocated a 4.524 mil- 
lion b/d production quota. 

Saudi Arabia says its output is 
within its OPEC allocation in- 
cluding its share from the Neutral- 
Zone which ties between Kuwait 
and the kingdom. 

“Long term policy of the king- 
dom is based on a sort of integra- 
tion in the oil industry that com- 
bines production with (products) 
marketing," SPA quoted as Naz- 
er was saying in Dhahran. 


Bush backs Brady plan 


U.S., UAE resolve 
textile trade dispute 


DUBAF (R) — The United 
States and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) resolved a row over 
textile trade Tuesday which bad 
threatened their otherwise good 
relations. 

UAE economy and trade 
ministry undersecretary Abdul 
Raouf A1 Mubarak announced in 
the federal capital Abu Dhabi 
that he signed a new quota agree- 
ment for garments exports to the 
United States with U.S. chief 
textile negotiator Donald Stein- 
berg. 

“I am very pleased that-a satis- 
factory agreement has been 
reached which addresses the 
needs and concerns of both coun- 
tries,” said U.S. Ambassador 
David Mack in a statement on the 
agreement. 

Quota agreements are univer- 
sal in the international textiles 
trade to. prevent low-cost produc- 
ers from flooding developed na- 
tions' markets. 

A boom in garment exports to 
the United States from the young 
but rapidly growing UAE textile 
industry prompted Washington to 


unilaterally freeze imports 
volumes in June, 1988. 

UAE exports had by then risen 
from 200,000 dozen, which is the 
standard lot size in textile trade, 
in 1985 to 570,000 dozen. 

The UAE industry Was selling 
upto 90 per cent of its output to 
the United States and local firms 
protested that they would have to 
close many factories if the freeze 
was sustained. 

w 

Both sides declined to detail 
the new quota, although Mubar- 
ak said it took into account fore- 
cast production growth. 

Manufacturers lobbied for at 
least two mOtion dozen pieces a 
year but industry sources said 
they did not expect to get it. 

The local industry sources said 
the final agreement was most 
likely about twice the freeze level 
of 570,000 dozen pieces, although 
there had been hopes for more. 

UAE officials said the U.S. 
team had made random visits to 
local factories during their four- 
day visit to assure themselves the 
industry’s needs were genuine. 


‘Gulf Arab capital markets 
require more development’ 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Arab 
states should waste no time m 
developing local capital markets, 
.a Gulf economist has said. 

Henry Azzam, senior econom- 
ist at the -Bahrain-based 1 Gulf 
International Bank, said in a 
monthly report that local debt 
and equity markets needed to be 
expanded and developed to com- 
pete with dramatic progress in 
other regions. 

There should be an increase in 
the supply of shares and the flow 
of debt instruments and wider 
participation in secondary mar- 
kets, he said. 

“Tune is not on the Gulfs side 


in the race to develop local capit- 
al markets," be added. 

A recent decision by the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil to allow its nationals to trade 
in the shares of any member state 
and the opening of stock ex- 
changes in Bahrain and Kuwait 
later this- year would be benefi- 
cial, he said. 

Gulf states should encourage 
corporations and banks to issue' 
their own debt instruments, he 
said. 

“Intermediary institutions 
need to be established to cany 
out periodic credit analysis on 
local companies and provide in- 


vestors with a ready supply of 
reliable business information,” 
he added. 

He said more stringent report- 
ing practices and an adequate 
legal system that fully recognised 
the rights of creditors and pro- 
tected those of savers and inves- 
tors were also needed. 

“The ultimate aim is to set up a 
network of competing, yet com- 
plementary securities trading cen- 
tres in the various Gulf countries, 
all connected electronically to a 
pan-Gulf exchange that has sepa- 
rate arms in the different coun- 
tries," Azzam said. 


Britain announces cautious budget 


LONDON (R) — British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer Nigel 
Lawson has responded to rising 
inflation and a steep balance of 
payments deficit by presenting a 
cautious budget without major 
tax changes. 

“Nigel keeps the lid on,” the 
Daily Mail said Wednesday in a 
front-page headline echoed by 
other newspapers and financial 
analysts. 

Lawson, who helped engineer 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er’s landslide election victory in 
1987, launched tax reforms last 


year. But the economy heated up 
and his inflation and balance of 
payments forecasts went far off 
the mark. 

‘There mil be no letting up in 
our determination to get on top 
of inflation," be told parliament 
Tuesday, mentioning high in- 
terest rates as his main weapon. 

He said inflation, currently 
running at 7.5 per cent, would 
peak at eight per cent before 
falling to 5.5 per cent by the end 
of 1989 and to 4.5 per cent in the 
spring of 1990. 

“As you know, last year (infla- 


EFT A seeks common institutions with EC 


OSLO (R) — Leaders of the 
six-nation European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) called 
Wednesday for closer ties with 
the European Community (EC) 
as the EC heads towards a bar- 
rier-free internal market. 

Winding up a two-day summit, 
the prime ministers of Norway, 
Sweden, Austria, Switzerland. 
Finland and Iceland also urged 
the setting up of common institu- 
tions with the 12-nation Com- 
munity. 

“We are ready to explore va- 
rious options and ways and means 
to strengthen the institutional 
links between the EFTA states 


and the EC We would not ex- 
clude any option from the scope 
of our future dialogue with the 
EC," they said in a communique. 

They said they would look for 
ways to strengthen their internal 
derision -making structure so they 
could approach the EC with a 
common voice. 

The summit, only the fifth 
since EFTA was formed nearly 30 
years ago, was called to work out 
a common strategy as the EC 
single market after 1992 
approaches. 

EFTA states send most of their 
exports to the Community and 
are themselves the biggest single 


market for EC products. 

“We envisage that negotiations 
would lead to the fullest possible 
realisation of free movement of 
goods, services, capital and per- 
sons with the aim of creating a 
dynamic and homogeneous Euro- 
pean economic space,” the com- 
munique said. 

Officials said the outcome was 
a compromise between nations 
such as Sw eden, which wanted to 
strengthen EFTA-EC ties by in- 
troducing a customs union, and 
others, notably Switzerland, 
which opposed any weakening of 
their national autonomy. 

The six leaders said EFTA 


wanted to build common deci- 
sion-malting and administrative 
institutions with the EC. } 

They saw EFTA adding its re- 
sources to a common research 
and development effort to make 
European industry more com- 
petitive. 

Resources could be pooled to 
protect the environment. 

They proposed expanding 
cooperation in* education by pro- 
viding for mutual recognition of 
examinations and diplomas. 

The joint communique also cal- 
led for increased consultations on’ 
monetary and economic policies. 
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READ THIS IF INTERESTED 
IN ORIENTAL GOODS 




YARD SA LE 

How to get there: 

(1) Wadi Saqra traffic lights 

(2) Head for 5th Circle 

(3) 1 st right before 5th Circle 

(4) Straight ahead, 2nd right 

(5) Carry on down till you reach house # 5 (right hand side). 
Black Spanish arch gates. Sign on the door. 

Friday, March 17th 

between 12:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 


REQUIRED. 


PART TIME ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER 

Minimum qualifications: 

1. 2 years experience in teaching English as a foreign lan- 
guage; 

2. Baccalaureate degree in English as a foreign language dr 
other Baccalaureate degree with special training in teaching 
English, as a foreign language; 

3. Native English language speaker. 

4. Demonstrated ability in conversational Arabic. 

Send ■ bio-data (include telephone number) and photocopies of 
university and English language training documents by March 
26, 1989 to: 

ELT/NTT1 

P.O. Box 510876, Ashrefleh 

Amman, Jordan — 


GROUND FLOOR OF VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in Rasheed District near Jordan University. 2 bedrooms 
and bathroom, guestroom/den with bathroom. Large living and 
sitting room, open kitchen, independent entrance with own 
garden. Independent utilities and heating, deluxe finish. Can be 
rented with or without furniture. 

For information please call tel. 688008 afternoon or 

evenings. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Mercedes Sedan 280. Model 1984. Colour: White; very 
good condition. 

For further details, please call telephone: 642169/ 
642183, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m,, from Monday to 
Thursday and Saturday. 


tion) started to rise a g ain and that 
won't do.” he said in a television 
address after .presenting the 
budget in the House of Com- 
mons. 

Lawson said be realised that 
high interest rates, now at 13 per 
cent, “make life harder for peo- 
ple with mortgages... but the 
price of keeping (them) low 
would be a return to the soaring 
inflation of the seventies.” 

He said Britain would continue 
to run a balance of payments 
deficit of £14.5 billion ($25 bil- 
lion) despite a sharp drop in 
economic growth. 

In a post-budget briefing to 
reporters, he reiterated that he 
would not let the pound weaken. 

Business and financial leaders 
welcomed Lawson's derision not 
to add to last year's sweeping tax 
cuts, which brought the top 
bracket down from 60 to 40 per 
cent and the standard rate from 
27 to 25 per cent. 

The main beneficiaries of the 
new budget were old age pension- 
ers. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bush gave his approval 
Tuesday night to Treasury Secret- 
ary Nicholas Brady's plan for 
tackling Third World debt. White 
House spokesman Marlin Fhzwa- 
ter said. 

Bush's support for the policy of 
cutting the value of outstanding 
loans followed a meeting with 
■Brady and members of the 
National Security Council, in- 
cluding National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft and Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

'The president met this even- 
ing for an hour and 20 minutes to 
consider the Treasury Depart- 
ment's ideas for Third -World 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, £weifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Sri Lankan 
1989 budget 
aims at easing 
wide poverty 

COLOMBO (R) — A plan to 
ease poverty in Sri Lanka was the 
focus of 1989 government budget 
estimates presented in parliament 
Wednesday. 

Parliament officials said Fi- 
nance Minister Diugiri Banda 
Wijetunga, who presented the 
estimates, will explain to parlia- 
ment Thursday how he plans to 
finance spending in 1989. 

According to the estimates, a 
poverty alleviation programme 
costing 10 billion rupees ($300 
million) will be the biggest item 
of spending. 

President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa promised while cam- 
paigning for a presidential elec- 
tion he won last December to 
ease poverty by giving 2,500 
rupees ($75) a month for two 
years to 1.5 million poor families 

Defence spending, covering 
campaigns against Tamil separat- 
ist guerrillas and left-wing 
Sinhalese rebels, is estimated at 
eight billion rupees ($242 mil- 
lion). 

The whole budget is estimated 
at 107 billion rupees ($3.1 bil- 
lion), with revenues of 55 billion 
($1.6 billion) and a deficit of 52 
billion ($1.5 billion). 

In 1988, the budget rose by five 
billion rupees ($150 million) from 
an estimated 85 billion (KL5 bil- 
lion) because of increased gov- 
ernment spending. . 

The deficit rose to 41 billion 
rupees ($1.2 billion) from an esti- 
mated 36 billion rupees ($1 bil- 
lion). 


Iraq redefines 
privatisation 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The gov- 
ernment Wednesday said 
that private entrepreneurs can 
only buy one firm or project from 
the state-owned enterprises 
offered for sale. 

The decision to restrict the 
purchase of state assets apparent- 
ly is designed to prevent a hand- 
ful of wealthy families from 
buying up most of the state enter- 
'prises on the market. 

The ruling Revolution Com- 
mand Council decreed that only 
one enterprise should be sold to 
any individual businessman or 
shareholding company. 

However, the decree, which 
was published in newspapers 
Wednesday, does not apply to 
entrepreneurs who want to buy 
companies that would be comple- 
ment to their own firms. 

Under President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s privatisation programme, 
the government is selling off state 
assets in order to improve effi- 
ciency and lure back billions of 
dollars held by Iraqis abroad. 

Although small factories have 
been snapped up, only 30-40 per 
cent of the state-run firms on the 
market have been sold. 

The state still retains control of 
80 per cent of the economy and 
plans to keep heavy industry and 
the oil sector, with the exception 
of gas stations. 



THE FLOWER CLUB 

Announces its special mothers day 
arrangements. 

Delivered in Amman and all around the 
- world. 

(For international orders please order 2 days 
ahead) 

To book your orders please call 644422 or 
647868. 




FOR SALE 


1981 duty free Chevrolet Caprice classic fully equipped in 
good condition. 

For further Info, please contact: Mr. Ruhi Zaghloul, 
TeL (office) 638185, (residence) 818464 


VILLA WANTED 


Looking for a large villa to rent. (Minimum 5 bedrooms), 
large garden, swimming pool and servant quarters in a 
quiet area. 

Pis call 825401 


ofiqaba Sinn. . 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea 
views. Rent: Weekly, monthly and annually. 

Call Aqaba Tel: 03/316896, P.O. Box (884) - 


debt reduction,” Fitzwater said. 

“The result is that the presi- 
dent frilly supports the concepts 
and processes of debt reduction 
and economic growth,” he said. 

Fitzwater declined to offer 
further details of the proposal, 
but said the views of the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Board “were 
sought and the Fed is supporting 
it.” 

The plan envisages the use of 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) money to 
induce banks to reduce the value 
of the loans they have made. 

Mexico, which owes foreign 


creditors $100 billion, and other 
major Latin debtors have been’ 
urging the treasury for months to 
throw its weight behind debt re- 
duction and abandon its three- 
year-old Baker plan of trying to 
get banks to extend new loans to 
spur growth in the region. 

Baker, who authored the cur- 
rent policy, also gave his approval 
to Brady's strategy, according to 
Fitzwater. 

Brady publicly outlined his 
ideas last Friday, but had not* 
given Bush a detailed version of 
die plan until the meeting at the 
White House, Fitzwater said. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Tunisia, U.K. sign investment accord 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia and Britian have signed an agreement to 
promote and protect investments. The agreement provides for 
international arbitration under the Washington convention of 
1965 in the case of an investment dispute. It gives British and 
Tunisian investors the right to the same treatment as local or any 
other investors in Tunisia or Britain. 

N. Yemen, Iraq agree on oil cooperation 

SANAA (R) — North Yemen and Iraq- have agreed to sonsult 
each other on ways on ways to stabilise world oil markets, Iraqi 
Oil Minister Isam Abdul Rahim A I Chalabi said Wednesday. He 
was speaking before leaving for South Yemen after a three-day 
visit to North Yemen where he had talks on oil cooperation with 
(Ml and Mineral Resources Minister Ahmad Ali A1 Muhani. “It has 
been agreed to coordinate and consult to secure stability in world 
oil markets," the North Yemeni news agency Saba quoted 
Chalabi as saying. Oil industry sources say North Yemen, which 
had planned to raise its oil exports to 220,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
in the first half of 1989, wifi freeze exports at 190,000 b/d. 

Oman, Iran from joint committee 

NICOSIA (R) — Oman and Iran have set up a joint committee to 
boost cooperation in trade, industry and transport, the Omani 
News Agency has* said. 

Vietnam devalues dong again 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Vietnam has devalued its 
currency, the dong, by 28.57 per cent against the U.S. dollar, an 
official media report seen Wednesday said. The Voice of Vietnam 
radio said Tuesday the dong was devalued the previous day from 
3,500 dong to 4,500 dong to the dollar. 1 The currency has been 
devalued several times in recent months in an attempt to bring ii 
closer to the free-market rate of about 5.300 to the dollar. 
Vietnamese officials have said the artificial official exchange rate 
has blocked efforts to attract foreign investment. 

U.S. trade deficit narrows to $9.49b 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. merchandise trade deficit 
narrowed to $9.49 billion in January, as the nation posted a rare 
trade surplus with Western Europe and the imbalance with Japan 
declined to its lowest point in almost four years, the government 
reported^ Wednesday. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, March 15, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 



9mj 

Sefl 

U.S. dollar 

538.0 

542.0 

Pound Sterling 

927.5 

936.6 

Deutschcmark 

288.7 

291.6 

Swiss franc 

336.6 

340.9 

French franc 

85.2 

86.0 


Japanese yen (for 100) 413.1 

Dutch guilder 255.7 

Swedish crown 84.4 

-Italian lira (Cor 100} 39 3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 137.9 


417.6 

258.3 
85.1 
39.7 

139.3 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7222/32 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1. 1950/60 

Canadian dollar 


1.8650/57 

Deutschemark5 


2.1043/53 

Dutch guilders 


1.5987/97 

Swiss francs 


39.02/06 

Belgian francs 


6.3175/225 

French francs 


1368/1369 

Italian lire 


130.20/30 

Japanese yen 


6.3820/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.7900/50 

Norwegian crowns 


7.2700/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

394.00/394.50 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market sank.despite support for gold stocks, on 
low volume ahead of Thursday's release of Australian trade 
figures. The All Ordinaries index fell 3.5 to 1.490.0. 

TOKYO — Prices surged upwards in active, broad-based trading. 
Investors were encouraged by news of an unexpected 0.4 per cent 
fail in U.S. February retail sales. The Nikkei index gained 376.13 
to 32,100.48. 

HONG KONG — The market followed Tokyo's surge and closed 
stronger on the highest turnover for a month. The Hang Seng 
index rose 61.12 to 3,095.91. 

SINGAPORE — The market soared to a post-crash high in hectic 
trading .on record turnover. Dealers said sentiment was still 
bullish. The Straits Times industrial index jumped 12.04 to 
1,179.91. 

BOMBAY — Prices recovered to- dose mixed on scattered 
short-covering after falling sharply m the past two days. Brokers 
said news that the Calcutta exchange was working out a solution 
to a lingering payment crisis helped market sentiment. 
FRANKFURT — Shares closed firmer in moderate trading as the 
spotlight stayed fixed on blue chips. The DAX index rose 5.25 to 
1334.75. 

ZURICH — Prices dosed slightly firmer on moderate volume bur 
trading livened up towards the end of the session. The all-share 
Swiss index rose 2.7 to 990.1. 

PARIS — Prices recovered from a weaker morning opening, 
buoyed by hopes that interest rates could be held down worldwide 
and some encouraging corporate news. 

LONDON — Share prices ended the day weaker but' off earlier 
lows, helped by Wall Street’s gains on the back of a smaller than 
expected January U.S. trade defidt. At 1544 GMT the FTSE 100 
index was down 10.3 at 2,115.1. 

NEW YORK — Stocks levelled off in mid-mo rning from earlier 
gains, along with bond prices. Brokers said investors began to see 
the trade data, while favourable, as no major boy indication. The 
Dow was up five at 2,311. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Soviets sweep compulsory figures 

PARIS { AP) — Soviets- Alcksander Fadeev and Viktor Petrenko 
finished first, and second. Tuesday after die men’s compulsory 
figures at the World Figure Skating championships. Fadeev, the 
four-time European champion and 1985 world champion making 
a comeback: after injuries last year, came from behind. He was 
third oh die first figure, a. paragraph bracket. The second figure 
was a paragraph loop. Petrenko, the bronze medallist at the 
Olym pics and world championship last year, was second overall 
after leading after the first figure. The compulsory section counts 
for 20 per cent of the total mark. It was held in the quiet of- the 
Sonja Heme ice rink, adjacent to the major arena at the Bercy 
sports complex ' before about 300 people. Poland’s Gizegorz 
Filipowski, who lives and trains in the United States, was third. 

Gibson is down but aims to be back 

VERO BEACH, Florida (AP) — World series hero Kirk Gibson, 
still bothered by a gimpy right knee that limited him to one most 
memorable at-baz against Oakland last October, says be plans to 
be in the LosAngeles Dodgers’ starting lineup on opening day. 
“I’ve been swinging and running. I'm starting to run fiat ground, 
shag in the outfield, simulate some things I'll do in a game,” 
Gibson said Tuesday. “The plan is to do a lot of hitting, get in 
shape. I’ve only been doing it for three days. “I need to see live 
pitching, lots of il.” Gibson said the soreness in bis knee went 
away during the off-season when he rested, but came bade when 
be started working out preparing for the 1989 Major League 
baseball season. “It’s just something I’m going to have to play with. 
If it stays like this. I’m cautiously optimistic," be said. 

Team to climb Everest from West route 

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A Mexican Alpinist said Wednes- 
day his group wiO attemp to scale the world’s highest peak 
through the steep West' ridge, a challenge which has already 
claimed the lives of many climbers. “The West ridge route is very 
difficult, but not dangerous in comparison to the traditionally 
avalanche-prone Khumbuf Glacier route on the southern side of 
the mountain,’’ said Carlos Carsotio, 26, of Mexico City. He told 
the Associated Press his team, consisting of 16 people, will start 
climbing the 8,848-metre (29,028-feet) mountain in May. Accord- 
ing to Carso lio, out of 17 teams, only groups from Yugoslavia and 
Bulgaria have successfully managed to climb Mount Everest 
through the knife-ridge route. Carsolio said his group, the 
International Everest Expedition, is sponsored by Poland and will 
be led by Eugenius Chrobak, 52, of Krakow, Poland. 

Player fined for attending son’s birth 

LONDON (AP) — Martin Allen thought the letter from his 
soccer dub was a card of congratulations over the birth of his son. 
Instead, it was note saying he had been fined two weeks' salary for 
skipping a match to be with his wife as she delivered the child. “I 
was on a high from the baby, now this,” said Allen, a midfielder 
who missed QPR’s English division 1 game with Newcastle 
United last Saturday. Allen, who flew from Newcastle to London 
as his wife went into labour just hours before the match, said he 
would speak with the player’s union about the 1,500-pound 
(52,550) fine. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
O IMS Trtxm* Utdta Bandeau, baa. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

• A10542 97 083 *J7MZ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT 3 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

• 103 9762 OJ 9875432 *Void 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * 1 * 2 9 Pa as 

3 9 3 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

• K8732 9K106 083 *K73 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon hold: 


• 83 9KQ16652 - 097 *1832 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wert 

1 O Pan 1 9 Pass 

3 9 Pass ? 

What action do yon take? 

QS — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

•AJS 9AKQJ93 085 #62 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South yon 
bold: 

•A36 9AQ954 OK7 *A72 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
Look for answers on Monday. 

For information about Charles 
Gem’s newsletter for bridge play- 
ers, write Corea Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


tAtoyaf* a 

^AFRiS 3-23 


/Ok 




'Don’t you "worry that your tiny 
brain will roll out of your ear 
while you sleep?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

fouronflnary.words. 




Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 




Jordan rally put off 
until Friday 24th 

The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan has announced that the 
Konica Jordan National Rally that was scheduled for Friday the 
17th of this month has been postponed for one week and is now 
due to take place on Friday the 24th. 

A spokesman for the organising committee of the rally stated 
that the heavy rains that have fallen during the past two days have 
resulted in large parts of the rally route becoming impassable even 
to 4 wheel drive vehicles. 

The postponement of the rally will be welcomed by some of the 
competitors who will now have more time to prepare their cars for 
the event and to attend to last minute details. Some competitors 
were concerned that their crash helmets did not comply with the 
safety standards that are demanded and will now have an 
opportunity to acquire helmets of the correct type. 

The organisers of the rally state that they are able to accept 
additional entries up to 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday the 21st of March 
and foe sponsors of the rally. Konica. have confirmed that those 
interested in taking pan in the rally photographic competition 
may complete entry forms up till the 23rd of the month. 


K» HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation 
FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 16. 1989 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
romantic suggestion given yester- 
day continues today. On this day, 
however, there is a chance o£ going 
overboard, bring extravagant or 
acting without thinking. 

ABIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Friendship will be in th* limelight. 
Bury the hatchet with those who 
have been bogging you. Worry over 

fin «n i »ii .**11 » frjrr 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
This day can be confusing if you let 
it Go with Che . flow and aBow 
tMnj i to happen. Avoid grumbling 
over petty issues. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Competition may be keen, bat cur- 
rent cycles pat yoa in the running: 
Make contact with Kv^y people Bke 
yonr arit 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Focna on homeHie. Get bade 
to dmriff tig Hwnj « that your fami- 
ly oxjqys. Maybe the cookbooks are 
pi im p dusty? 

LEO (JuL 22 to An. 21) You can 
safety make that mat move to 
realize your derirea. Use intuition 
and inner wisdom to activate old 
plans that need reviving. 

VIRGO (Amt. 22 to Sept. 22) Con- 
serve energy. You need self-respect 
to be satisfied. You fed indepen- 
dent and in need of some personal 


nature to moon over something you 
cannot do anything about. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Cupid may be coining yom way. Af- 
fectiooate relations are available If 
yon move forward now. Organize 
and plan to avoid pressure. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
211 Your talents are not befug used 
to their full potentiaL Extra study 
and classes get you going. Learn 
move to cam mors. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Goins are showing up. A give-and- 
take situation is working in your 
favor. Help someone with a project 
of mutual interest. 

AQUARIUS (Jen. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Stirring up romantic Brea with an 
old E*"* can an interruption 
in your peaceful Ufsatyki Make con- 
tact with parents. 

PISCES (Feb. 29 to Mar. 20) 
Combine forces with a friend. Take 
delays in stride. Use gentle persua- 
sion to get what you want. Benefit 
from good h ealth hahifcff . 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Most 
difficulties are over — find other 
things to talk about. It is not your 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. MARCH 17. 1969 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Hearts and flowers wiD fit into this 
day nicely. Remember someone pi e* 
whom yon have been neglecting, or. 
push for a new alliance with some- 
one you admire. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19 You 
can turn yourself into a nervous 
wreck when you ache over another ’a 
heart. Back off, if they have a 
reputation for leading wild goose 
chases. 1 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You may have to paddle your own 
canoe up some rough water to get 
to the top. Your goals are in sight. 
Friends are congenial c om p an y. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan for fun and games in the eve- 
ning. You sparkle with intelligence 
and clarity of thought. Jump into 
the arena. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) There la no lade of charm 
when you fori positive. Tackling 
more than you can manage affects 
your disposition. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You 
become annoyed by stupidity and 


siblings. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nor. 21) 
Some folks can help you fin and al- 
ly and emotionally. Take time oat 
for yourself ’ and think things 
throug h. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Actions speak louder than 
words when love and romance flow 
in your direction. You get your own 
way through compromise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec: 22 to Jan. 29 
You fed satisfied and confident. 
Apply that positive energy to 
business and important projects 
that need a t tention. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 
You are taking only a one-sided 
view that obstructs you from see- 
ing the whole picture. Focna cm 
communications and friendly 
invitations. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 29 
Maks use of artistic Inclinations 
that are on the surface today. Trust 
first i mpressions- Take a broader 
view of your situation. 


ing along a little slower than usual 
VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 


Someone may make you blush. You 
do favors for others that ere not 
returned. Provide yourself with 
more personal time. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22> TVnst 
fate to work out some of your 
dreams. Be satisfied and thankfu l 
for what you have. Spend time with 


Yestetday’sl J ! um ^ Wl£r M0S8Y GOVERN FACING 

| Answer IMraf goes on and on and has '‘onasrif* in the 
' • - mMdl^AN “ON-H>N" 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chylca 


ACROSS 
1 Wedges 


5 Fish story? 
8 Hen's place 
13 Premium on 


exchange 
14 Select few 

16 Choice words 

17 Japanese ship 

18 Sounds 

19 One 

20 Soup 

22 sch. gpa. 

23 Trawling 
equipment 

24 Max. — dance 
26 Choose 

28 More uncivil 
31 Usual 

35 Max or Buddy 

36 Roof QTsrhana 


40 Poetry Muse 

42 Drunkards 

43 SA dance 
45 Wound mark 

48 Angers 
47 Old autos 

49 Mentioned 
' briefly 

51 Broad scarf 

53 Before 

54 Guinness or 
Templeton 

G7 Sacred buR 
59 Darkness 

63 

64 Showy flower 

88 Yannick of 
Iannis 

67 Destiny 

68 Kovac* or 
PH** 

89 Alai, city 

70 OT pruphat 

71 Chutes' dog . 

72 Eject 

DOWN 

1 Stdepleoe of 
an openbig 

2 Culture 
madtam 


ill 

Ml 

ill 


CUSS Tribune Madia Sanrieaa, Me 
All «sma RiMned 


3 Sp, painter 

4 Option for 7D 

5 Fast plane 

6 Cockeyed 

7 Cold weather 
breaks 

6 Purloin 
9 Stopovers 
10 Alencon’e 
department 


12 Kitchen 
equipment . 

15 Gar. city 
21 Owns 
25 Quaker wool 

27 WMe preL 

28 Bsctrical unit 

29 Paper 
amounts 

30 Gorn units 41 Shield hand 

32 Mary or 44 Smith and 

Marianne ' Jolson 

33 PiW the kitty 48 Feather shaft 

34 Not so much 50 Vase 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnn nr inn 
□nan nnnnri dogg 
nnnnnnnnnnnnaaa 
nnra nnnna nnnnn 
□aan nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnrjnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn norm 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
mnnnnrannnnmnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nannn nnn 
nnanniaraninnanan 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
□non nnnn nnnn 


35 Cold arfnd 
37 Lot abbr. 


52 “Alda" o.g'. 
54 “A" in cods 


55 Fertile soil. 

56 Outside: .prof. 
58 Slew 

60 Clod 

61 Harness part 

62 Muscle 

65 Voles rots 


New world 
tournament 
livens up 
cycling 

BRUSSELS (R) — Dutchman 
Hein Verbruggen has shaken up 
professional cycling. 

Verbruggen, chairman of the 
International Professional Cycl- 
ing Federation (FICP) has en- 
gineered the World Cup circuit, 
which opens Saturday with the 
MDan-San Remo race in Italy. 

He said the sport was gradually 
being suffocated as 75 per cent of 
all races took place m the three 
traditional cycling countries — 
Belgium, France and Italy — 
leaving virtually do room for new 
races. 

So Verbruggen simply re- 
vamped the calendar, arguing 
that competition between events 
on identical dates would lead 
to' better organisation. At the 
same time be reduced major 
stage races such as the Tour de 
France to 22 days duration. 

He later restricted the entry for 
each race to 200 and the distance 
to 200 kilometres, measures 
meant to boost speed and excite- 
ment. 

But Verbruggen really set the 
cycling world buzzing with his 
World Cup idea. “The World 
Cup has to crown the king of the 
classics,” he said. 

Unfortunately, the new system 
required a complicated points- 
scoring system. “I got confused 
myself,” Verbruggen confessed. 

Verbruggen was elected FICP 
president in 1984, and had to 
battle for almost five years 
against archaic traditions and 
stubborn organisers to lift the 
sport from the doldrums. 

“All it took was some logical 
thinking, nothing special,” Ver- 
bruggen, an independent market- 
ing consultant, said. “I saw there 
was an urgent need to restructure 
the sport.” 

First, he divided the 170 events 
on the cycling calendar into four 
categories. The World Cup races 
were put in the first category, 
together with -the world cham- 
pionships and the four major 
stage events — the tours of 
France, Italy, Spain and Switzer- 
land. 

.National championships were 
put In the' second category 19 
events in the third and all the 
others in the fourth division. 

Every race yields points, but 
the number increases as the season 
advances. More points are also 
on offer if more top riders take 
part. 

“I know riders who use a per- 
sonal computer to work it all 
out,” Verbruggen said. 

The eventual winner of the 
FICP points standings — compa- 
rable with the ATP rankings in 
tennis — will be considered the 
world's best rider. And be is 
certain to become a millionaire. 

Riders points count towards 
the ranking of their team. Only 
the best 20 ranked teams quality 
automatically for the World Cup 
and the top 18 for the Tour de 
France, with wild cards to be 
distributed among the others. 


Edberg wins, Becker falters 


INDIAN WELLS, California (R) 
— Stefan Edberg easily despatch- 
ed his opponent but Boris Becker 
lost his killer instinct for a while 
and struggled a bit before win- 
ning his second-round match in 
the $702,000 Indian Wells Grand 
Prix tennis tournament Tuesday. 

Becker, the top-seeded West 
German, scored a 6-3, 6-4 victory 
over unseeded South African 
lefthander, Danie Visser and 
Edberg of Sweden, seeded 
second, eliminated unseeded 
Horst Skoff of Austria 6-4, 6-4. 

Ninth seeded Aaron Krickstein 
was upset 5-7, 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (7-4) 
by unseeded fellow American, 
Pete Sampras, in a first-round 
match. Sampras, a wild card en- 
try ranked 213th, saved two 
match points against him at 6-4 in 
the second set tiebreaker, the 
first when an apparent ace by 
Krickstein was called out. Sam- 
pras went on to win the tiebreak- 
er 8-6. 

Krickstein, ranked 15th. took a 
2-0 lead in the final set tiebreak- 
er, but Sampras broke twice to 


surge ahead and claimed the 
match 7-4 when Krickstein hit a 
forehand return long. 

Becker faced a strong oppo- 
nent in the stocky Visser, usually a 
doubles specialist, and was drawn 
into long games where he foiled 
to capitalise on break-point 
opportunities. 

Games went on serve in the 
first set until Becker broke 
through in the seventh game to 
lead 5-3, then used an ace to 
reach set point, clinching the set 
6-3. 

The hard-hitting Becker again 
missed chances to break in the 
second set but finally struck home 
in the seventh game with a fore- 
hand pass down the line. At 5-3, 
Becker and Visser fought a long 
duel, Becker missing three 
match points while lunging and 
diving for Visser’s passing shots. 
Visser eventually held when 
Becker missed a return. 

Three more match points slip- 
ped by in the next game as 
Becker suddenly lost his rhythm. 
But on the seventh match point 


Becker blazed a forehand winner 
crosscourt to clinch victory 6-4. 

“I made it a bit more difficult,” 
Becker said, “but Danie is a 
dangerous player with a difficult 
serve that bounces high.” 

Ed berg’s match with Skoff was 
almost a carbon-copy of one last 
week in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Edberg achieved a single break in 
each set with a confident serve 
and volley game that left Skoff 
flat-footed at the base line. 

Edberg got a quick break in the 
third game of the first set and 
held on to the lead to win it 6-4. 

In the second set, neither play- - 
er gave up more than a point 
against serve until the eighth 
game when Skoff reached deuce 
on Edberg’s serve. But the Swede 
quickly served and volleyed his 
way out of trouble, breaking 
Skoff in the next game when the 
Austrian lobbed tong, giving 
Edberg a 5-4 lead. 

Edberg served out the match 
with a backhand volley. 

“I just knew I had to break him 
once each set” Edberg said. “I 
didn't do anything fancy.” 


Baseball figures rocket 


NEW YORK (AP) — The most 
expensive lineup in baseball this 
season costs >19,494,874 and 
doesn't even include Jose Canse- 
co, Kirby Puckett or Wade 
Boggs. 

The best lineup in baseball, 
using the 1988 Associated Press 
major league all-star team, goes 
for about $7.5 million less. 

In fact, pitcher Orel Hershiser 
of the Los Angeles Dodgers is the 
only AP all-star to make the 
all-money team. His 1989 salary, 
including a prorated share of his 
signing bonus, is $2,766,667, the 
highest in baseball this season. 

On the all-money team. Her- 
shiser would throw to Gary Car- 
ter of the New York Mets 
($2,160,714). The infield would 
feature Eddie Murray of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers at first 
($2,244,462), Juan Samuel of the 
Philadelphia Phillies at second 
($1 .45 million). Cal Ripken of the 
Baltimore Orioles at shortstop 
($2,466,667) and George Brett of 
the Kansas City Royals at third 
($1,803,979). 

Samuel played second base last 
season but Philadelphia is plan- 
ning on moving him to the out- 
field this year. If he weren't 
counted, Steve Sax of the New 
York Yankees would take over at 

$1,266,667.-. 


Salaries were obtained by the 
AP from several player and man- 
agement sources. For Murray, 
Brett and Rice, income deferred 
without interest is discounted to 
reflect present-day value. 

The most expensive lineup has 
an average batting average of 
.275 with 20 homers and 79 runs 
batted in, not including the pitch- 
er. For $7,578,207 less, the AP 
all-stars average .309 with 19 
homers and 89 RBI. 

Catching Hershiser on the all- 
stars would be Benito Santiago of 
the San Diego Padres, who at 
$310,000 once again is the least- 
highly paid player on the AP 
all-stars. He’s also only one of 
two all-stars not yet eligible for 
salary arbitration. Boston outfiel- 
der Mike Green well is the other. 


At first is Will Clark of the San 
Francisco Giants ($1,125 mil- 
lion), at second is Ryne Sandberg 
of the Chicago Cubs ($890,000). 
at shortstop is Alan Trammell of 
the Detroit Tigers ($1 million) 
and at third is Boston's Boggs 
($1,725 million). 

In the outfield are Puckett of 
the Minnesota Twins ($2 mil- 
lion), Canseco of the Oakland 
Athletics ($1.6 million) and 
GreenweU of the Red Sox 
($500,000). 

The all-star team is actually less 
expensive than it was last year, 
when the payroll of the 1987 
all-stars was $12,101,823. This 
year all-stars payroll is 
$11,916,667, a 1.5 per cent de- 
crease and an average of SI .32 
million per player. 


Aldridge hat-trick helps Liverpool to 5-0 
win 

LONDON (R) — John Aldridge scored his second hat-trick of 
the season as English soccer champions Liverpool moved closer to 
first division leaders Arsenal with a 5-0 thrashing of Luton 
Tuesday. Two weeks agp Liverpool trailed Arsenal by 19 points. 
But they have now narrowed the gap to 10 points, with two games 
in hand, and are fourth in the table. Luton badly missed their 
suspended captain Steve Foster in defence on the trip to Anfield 
and Liverpool pair Ronnie Whelan and Ray Houghton had little 
trouble opening the way for Irish striker Aldridge to claim his 
19th goal of the season after 34 minutes. Four minutes before 
halftime Aldridge pounced again after Luton goalkeeper Les 
Sealey had weakly pushed away a drive from John Barnes. 


Under the Patronage of H.E. General Fathl AbnTaleb Chief of General Staff 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

In cooperation urtth 

The Armed Forces Band 

presents 

Nancy Uacher , The Orchestra of the Jordan Armed Forces 
viola soloist Major Jablr Ahmad, conductor 

in concert fl 

Thursday. March 16. 1989 The Royal Cultural Centre MainThea 

Programme: Fucik, Florentina March; Lehar. Gold and Silver.-Mozart. Eine Kleine Nachtmusick. 

Telemann. Concerto for Vida and String Ensemble; Boiddieu, The Caliph of Baghdad. 


8:00 p.m. 
Main Theatre 


Tickets are 
Available at: 


International Traders , Babiche, The Royal Cultural Centre, 

Estiklal Book Shop-Sweifieh , and The National Music Conservatory. 
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Moscow expels U.S. 
attache in tit-f or- tat move 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The Kremlin has ordered a 
U.S. assistant military attache to leave the country in 
retaliation for the U.S. expulsion of a Soviet diplo- 
mat on espionage charges, an official spokesman 
said Wednesday. 


Scenes from the Kosovo pits — although most miners came out of the mines in late February, 
miners have refused to return to work. 

Tensions mount in Kosovo 


BELGRADE (AP) — Ethnic 
Albanian miners in Yugoslavia's 
troubled southern province of 
Kosovo Wednesday continued to 
defy government orders to re- 
sume work amid signs of mount- 
ing unrest in the region. 

Sources and the state media 
reported more protests against 
planned constitutional changes 
and the arrest of prominent 
ethnic Albanians were taking 
place in the region. 

The walkouts of about 2.000 
workers at three key Kosovo 
mines, the Stari Trg and Kisnica 
lead-zinc mines, and the Goles 
magnesite mine, continued with 
many miners refusing to enter the 
pits and staging sit-ins in their 
respective company canteens. 

Earlier this week they were 
served with official work orders, 
in accordance with a partial state 
of emergency imposed by the 
country's leadership last month in 


Kosovo, threatening them with 
jail if they fail to comply. 

Under Yugoslav law “compul- 
sory work orders," which can be 
issued “in wartime or during im- 
minent danger of war," are 
equivalent to being called up for 
military reserve duty. 

Also supporting the miners 
strike were 120 workers of a 
Kosovo textile mill in the provin- 
cial town of Gnjilane, said Bel- 
grade's Politika Ekspress news- 
paper. 

Hundreds of school students 
boycotted classes in numerous 
schools in the province, a source 
in Kosovo's capital of Pristina, 
who declined to be identified, 
told the AP. 

There are indications that 
ethnic Albanians in Urosevac, a 
Kosovo town about 2S0 
kilometres south of Belgrade, are 
planning to stage a general strike 
In support of the miners, he said. 


Many ethnic Albanians oppose 
the constitutional changes, sche- 
duled to be adopted by Kosovo's 
regional assembly Man± 24, that 
would give Yugoslavia's largest 
republic of Serbia a greater say in 
provincial affairs. 

The miners' strike began Feb. 
21. with a sit-in by about 1.300 
Stari Tig miners who occupied 
their pits for eight straight days, 
demanding the resignations of 
three provincial leaders who have 
backed the constitutional re- 
forms. 

Several prominent ethnic Alba- 
nian politicians and businessmen, 
including Azem Vlasi, a former 
Kosovo party leader, were subse- 
quently arrested on suspicion of 
incitement to strike. 

The miners were soon joined 
by ethnic Albanians in hundreds 
of state companies and private 
businesses throughout Kosovo. 


Kampuchea’s resistance seeks unity 


PEKING (R) — Kampuchea's 
fragmented guerrilla forces 
announced Tuesday they 
wouid form a unified military 
command but revealed serious 
differences still existed be- 
tween them. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
leader of the guerrillas fighting 
Vietnamese troops in Kam- 
puchea, said the three-faction 
coalition had agreed to form a 
United Front called the 
National Resistance of Cambo- 
dia (Kampuchea). 

He told reporters he would 
be supreme commander of a 
“high council for national de- 
fence,” with Khmer Rouge 
leader Khieu Samphan and 
former Premier Son Sarin as 
his deputies. 

The three men held a joint 
news conference in Peking in 
what Western diplomats said 
was an unconvincing attempt 
to portray unity. 

Vietnam invaded Kam- 
puchea in 1978 to oust the 
Khmer Rouge, blamed for 
more than a million deaths 
during four years in power, 
and has pledged to remove its 
troops by 1990. 

The United Nations still rec- 
ognises the guerrilla coalition 
as the government of Kam- 
puchea. 


Sihanouk said an “Afghan- 
style scenario" could develop 
in Kampuchea with the Phnom 
Penh government under Prime 
Minister Hun Sen left sur- 
rounded by guerrillas after his 
Vietnamese backers withdrew. 

“One day not in the very 
distant future we are going to 
achieve a merger of our three 
armies to set up a national 
army of Kampuchea,” the 66- 
year-old prince said. “We need 
to set up a United Front to be 
stronger in meeting the ene- 
mies.” 

The defence council also 
needed to resolve internal 
problems, a joint statement 
said. 

The three armies would re- 
main “independent” and keep 
their own commanders, Siha- 
nouk added. “For the time 
being we have the national 
defence council. Hat does not 
mean I can control 100 per cent 
the array of the Khmer 
Rouge.” 

Sihanouk pointed to Khieu 
Samphan sitting beside him 
and warned him he would fight 
the Khmer Rouge if they 
allowed their former leader Pol 
Pot to play a role in Kam- 
puchea again. 

“We are not sure we would 
win.” Sihanouk said, because 


he had 21,000 troops to the 
Khmer Rouge’s 40,000. 

“We will fight them, fight 
them in order to prevent Mr. 
Pol Pot from returning to pow- 
er,” Sihanouk promised. 

He recalled that the Khmer 
Rouge, whose victims during 
their bloody reign included 
members of Sihanouk’s family, 
had attacked his forces in the 
past. • 

Looking across at a smiling 
Khieu Samphan, Sihanouk 
said he would quit the coalition 
again, as he did last year, if 
Khmer Rouge troops turned 
on his own army. 

Khieu Samphan — Pol Pot's 
former deputy — laughed as 
Sihanouk said the Khmer 
Rouge bad agreed Pol Pot 
would not be allowed to take a 
post in a future Kampuchean 
government. 

Western diplomats said they 
believed Pol Pot was hiding 
in the jungles of western Kam- 
puchea, holding no official 
position in the Khmer Rouge 
but still wielding influence. . 

Sihanouk also disclosed that 
Son Saxra’s army was split be- 
cause of a “dissident colonel.” 
He gave no details and Son 
Sana declined to say how 
many troops he commanded. 


Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady I. Gerasi- 
mov said army Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Daniel Francis van Gundy 
III, an assistant military attache 
at the U.S. embassy in Moscow, 
had been given 48 hours ro leave 
the country. 

Gerasimov said van Gundy, 
who had been assigned to the 
embassy for about two years, the 
normal Moscow diplomatic tour, 
was declared unwelcome because 
be engaged in espionage. 

His expulsion follows the U.S. 
government's announcement 
Thursday that it had ordered 
Soviet Lieutenant-Colonel Yuri 
N. Pakhtusov to leave the United 
States. Pakhtusov and van Gundy 
hold the same military rank and 
filled the same jobs in each of 


Botha 
returns 
to work 

CAPE TOWN (AP) — Embat- 
tled President P.W. Botha re- 
turned to work Wednesday-after 
an eight week recuperation from a> 
stroke, meeting with his cabinet 
ministers after they signalled 
their wish for a new bead of state. 

. Reporters were kept at a dis- 
tance as Botha arrived at his 
office shortly before the cabinet 
meeting began. 

Botha has yet to comment pub- 
licly on a declaration by the 
National Party parliamentary 
caucus, including the full cabinet, 
that it wants the new party lead- 
er, Education Minister Frederik 
de Klerk, to be president. 

Botha, 73, resigned as party 
leader Feb. 2, two weeks after his 
stroke, and was succeeded by de 
Klerk, 52. 

Botha said be wanted to dis- 
tance the presidency from parti- 
san politics so he could be more 
of a symbol of national unity, but 
the caucus announced Monday 
that it wanted the party leader to 
be head of state. 

The caucus has no formal 
means of forcing Botha out of the 
presidency, barring evidence of 




WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nakasone should testify 

TOKYO (Rl — The elders of Japan’s ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) have decided 
former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone should 
testify in a probe into the country's biggest 
political scandal, major newspapers said Wednes- 
day. LDP leaders decided at a meeting Tuesday 
that Nakasone must answer questions on the 
scandal before parliament for the sake of the 
troubled party, the Yomiuri Shinbum and other 
papers reported. Nakasone, still a member of 
parliament, has denied any wrongdoing in connec- 
tion with the shares-for-favours scandal and re- 
fused to testify before parliament. 

‘Gandhi aide innocent’ 

NEW DELHI (R) — Most opposition members of 
India's Lower House of Parliament were sus- 
pended Wednesday during an uproar over sugges- 
tions that a senior official was involved in the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi. The speaker of the 
house took the action to curb wild scenes in 
parliament following Home (Interior) Minister 
Buta Singh's defence of R.K. Dhawan, the official 
at the centre of the row. The opposition members 
exploded in anger when Singh declared that 
Dhawan was not involved in any crime or con- 
spiracy over the 1984 assassination of then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, Indian news agencies 
said. They went into a frenzy when Singh rejected 
their demands for the release of a judicial report 
into the killing and the speaker suspended most 
opposition members for the rest of the week. 

Mufti calls for Rushdie calm 

TASHKENT, U.S.S.R (AP) — The new spiritual 
leader of millions of Soviet Muslims Wednesday 
called for restraint in the dispute over Salman 
Rushdie’s novel “The Satanic Verses.” The 36- 
year-old Mufti said the book should be judged in a 
forum in which the author was a right to defend 
himself. Iran's Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini has 
demanded that Rushdie be killed for insulting 
Muslims in the novel, and others have - offered a 
bounty of up to £5 million. But Mahammadsadyk 
Mamayusupov, in an interview with the AP the 


day after he was chosen to lead the Muslims of 
Soviet central Asia, said: “First, in my opinion, it 
is necessary to pass judgment, and after a judg- 
ment is made, to announce a reprimand. “This is 
not so simple in Rushdie's absence.” he continued. 
Mamayusupov said the Muslims of the Soviet 
Union “are also displeased that Rushdie published 
a novel in which Islam was insulted." But he 
added. “I don't know who Rushdie is, I don’t 
know in what circumstances he was writing. 
Therefore. I can't judge him.” 

Another Greek official quits 

ATHENS (AP) — The government's number two ; 
man resigned Tuesday amid allegations of involve- 
ment in a scandal in which Premier Andreas 
Papandreu and other leaders have been accused of 
taking multi-million-dollar payoffs. Agamemnon 
Koutsogiorgas, minister to the premier, did not i 
dfetail the reasons for his resignation. The political 
opposition had suggested he was involved in the 
financial improprieties, but Koutsogiorgas has 
denied wrongdoing. He became the eighth cabinet 
member to resign over alleged involvement in the 
scandal, which broke last October. “Having stood 
by you for 25 years in all democratic struggles ... I 
resign from my position as minister to the prime 
minister expressing my sensitivity,” Koutsogiorgas 
said in his resignation letter to Papandreou. The 
contents of the letter were made available to the 
media. Former banker George Koskotasl now in a 
U.S. jail awaiting a hearing on a Greek request for 
his extradition, has alleged that Papandreou and 
some cabinet members authorised plans to siphon 
millions of dollars from the Bank of Crete while 
Koskotas was chairman. He also claimed the 
politicians received millions in payoffs. 

Chile hits Japan ban 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's decision to ban Chilean 


in Tokyo said Wednesday. The Health and Wel- 
fare Ministry Tuesday called for a halt to the 
importation and sale of Chilean grapes following 
the announcement by the United States and 
Canada of a ban on all imports of Chilean fruits. 




Dick Cheney 

Speedy 
confirmation 
for Cheney 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary-designate j 
Dick Cheney won praise from 
Republicans and Democrats on 
the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee with members predicting 
speedy confirmation of President 
George Bush's replacement for 
John Tower. 

The panel resumes public hear- 
ings Wednesday on the 48-year- 
old Wyoming congressman's 
nomination after an early morn- 
ing. closed session to review 
Cheneys personal background 
and health record. 

On the opening day of hearings 
Tuesday, Cheney submitted a let- 
ter from his cardiologist. Dr. 
Allan M. Ross of the George 
Washington University Medical 
Centre, stating that the nominee 
is “fit to accept any position 
requiring the highest intellectual 
behaviour and physical perform- 
ance.” 

Cheney has suffered three 
heart attacks and underwent 
coronary bypass surgery last year. 

Senators saw no roadblocks to 
confirmation of Cheney as they 
tried to put ill feelings from the 
rancorous, partisan debate over 
the Tower nomination behind 
them. Bush announced the selec- 
tion of Cheney. Friday, one day 
after the Senate defeated the 
nomination of Tower, a former 
Texas Senator, 53-47. 

Members of the armed services 
panel suggested Tuesday that the 
confirmation process could be 
wrapped up by week's end, when' 
the Senate breaks for a two-week 
recess. 

“I'm delighted with this 
nomination," said Senator James 
Exon of Nebraska, second-rank- 
ing Democrat on the panel. “I 
hope this confirmation goes 
quickly and I believe it will.” 


their embassies. 

Gerasimov, at a hastly called 
briefing, charged that van Gundy 
attempted "to enter a closed 
area, deliberately diverting from 
the officially permitted route, 
clandestinely photographed milit- 
ary sites and committed other 
gross violations" of the rules of 
diplomatic conduct 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Richard Gilbert rejected the 
Soviet charges against van Gun- 
dy, saying they were “unwar- 
ranted, inappropriate, without 
justification and certainly in no 
way in keeping with the positive 
tone of the U.S.-Soviet rela- 
tionship.” 

Gilbert, the embassy press 
attache, denied the 42-year-old 
U.S. army officer had engaged in 



activities inconsistent with his “We’re not the ones who imti- 
worfc as a diplomat and suggested ated this process,” the foreign 
the Soviet action was simply in minis try spokesman said, tacitly 
retaliation for the U.S. expulsion acknowledging the connection 
of Pakhtusov. between last week's incident and 

Van Gundy declined to answer expulsion of van Gundy, 
questions from reporters as he Using almost the same words 
walked from lunch at the new Gilbert used to denounce van 
U.S. embassy compound to his Gundy's expulsion. Gerasimov 
office in the old U.S. embassy, said the U.S. expulsion last week 
“No comment, said van Gun- was “a provocation, uncalled for 
dy, who wore a tan raincoat and and unjustified. It does not fit in 
black cap. with the trend or the positive 

He specifically refused to com- development of Soviet-American 
ment on Gerasimov’s allegation - relations. 

that “warnings had already been He also called the expulsion of 
issued to the lieutenant-colonel.” the Soviet military officer "an 
“The U.S. administration is artificially cooked scenario 
revealing its foreign policy, and clumsily carried out by the FBI 
we have this problem of spy (Federal Bureau of Investi ga- 
in ania,” Gerasimov told repof- tion)." Pakhtusov was accused of 
ters. He cited a recent Time maga- receiving sensitive information 
zine cover story on the 1987 about how the U.S. government 
marine spy scandal in Moscow protects computer secrets. He 
and said there had been other State Department said he was 
attempts to incite fears of espion- caught in a six-month probe after 
age by unnamed U.S. leaders be approached an unidentified 
uninterested in improving U.S.- U.S. employee of a firm that 
Soviet relations. deals in classified information. 


Managua frees 
Somoza guards 



W.P. Botha 

misconduct or incapacity which 
could prompt impeachment pro- 
ceedings. 

Hus Botha has the option of 
re maining in office against the 
wishes of his party or deciding on 
his own to step aside after head- 
ing the government since 1978. 

He power struggle intensified 
Sunday, when Botha arranged an 
interview with the state-control- 
led television network and said be 
■would not call an early election 
this year. 

The next election does not 
have to be held until March 1990. 
Botha's statement, made without 
consulting party leaders, quashed 
hopes that he would retire in the 
next few months in conjunction 
with an early election. 


MANAGUA (AP) — He Nation- 
al Assembly Tuesday approved 
amnesty for 1,933 former mem- 
bers of the national guard, most 
of whom had been jailed since the 
Sandinista revolution of July 
1979. 

Among those given amnesty 
were 39 former guardsmen, in- 
cluding three lieutenant colonels, 
whose names did not appear on a 
list of 1,894 prisoners that Presi- 
dent Daniel Ortega recom- 
mended be granted amnesty. 

Ortega announced last month 
that he would recommend that 
the assembly grant the amnesties. 

He prisoners are to be re- 
leased in a ceremony Sunday at 
the prison in Tipitapa, 22 
kilometres east of the capital. 
Joao Baena Soares, secretary- 
general of the Organisation of 
American States (OAS), is ex- 
pected to attend. Cardinal Miguel 
Obando Y Bravo may also be 
there. 

The Sandinista-dominated 
legislature approved the mass 
amnesty, 68-4, with two members 
abstaining. 

He vote came after an intense 


five-hour debate, during which 
the opposition argued for the 
amnesty of those on the original 
list submitted by Ortega, along 
with 39 others. 

Several Sandinista deputies 
argued against the release, saying 
the prisoners committed unpar- 
donable crimes when they served 
under President Anastasio 
Somoza. 

Somoza fled Managua. July 17, 
1979, two days before the Sandi- 
nistas marched triumphantly into 
the capital. He was later assassin- 
ated in exile. 

He National Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Human Rights and 
Peace had examined the list and 
earlier determined that 39 prison- 
ers had committed “atrocious 
crimes” against the Nicaraguan 
people and “had not demons- 
trated will to change their ways.” 

But during Tuesday's debate, 
opposition representatives noted 
that the OAS’s inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
had recommended that the leftist 
Sandinista government free all. 
jailed former guardsmen. 


Soweto mourns lost youth 


By Andrew Steele 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — For 
the children of Soweto, the 
traumas of youth pale to no- 
thing when set beside their 
constant exposure to murder, 
rape and gang violence. 

At an age when most young 
people worry only about 
homework, parents and the 
opposite sex, the children of 
South Africa's biggest black 
township have much worse to 
contend with. 

In a recent book entitled 
“Give Us A Break," writer and 
poet Mbuyiseni Oswald Mtsba- 
ii lets 12- to 14-year-olds use 
their own words to recount 
everyday life in the township 
which has become synonymous 
with anti-apartheid resistance. 

He children, pupils at a 
Soweto school, tell in naive 
and clumsy words a story of 
violence, cruelty and poverty 
which few people outside the 
townships could imagine. 

“Left school, went home — 
while I was talking saw taxi 
drivers, they fought one 
another — they broke windows 
— the others was holding 
knives. Hey stab each other, 
four was dead." recounts one 
13-year-old girl. 

“This township is dirty, it 
smells so bad. I wonder how 
the folks here live in such a 
mess,” one boy says. 

It is a picture in sharp con- 
trast to the official sanitised 
image of Soweto, which wel- 
comes busloads of tourists to 
areas which three years ago 
were tom apart by anti-apar- 
theid protest. 

"Going (o school, f saw the 


Bayon Greens (street gang) 
going to fight against the peo- 
ple who live at Dube hostel. 
Hey were carrying axes and 
knives with them. We were all 
frightened and ran away," 
writes 13-year-old M.N. 

"Going back home, I saw 
four policemen hitting two 
boys in the street. Hey took 
them to the police station.” she 
added in her entry for the same 
day. 

Knife fights and gang rival- 
ries are a constant motif on the 
way to and from school. 

“On my way home, saw two 
men fighting with knives. The 
other was bleeding hard... I 
don't believe he will live. Went 
home and wrote my home- 
work," says 14-year-old I.M. 

“Going to school. I saw 
many people looking at a dead 
person. And many people 
were looking at him sadly. So 
they took him to the mortu- 
ary," M.N. relates niatter-of- 
factly. 

One 12-year-okI girl tells of 
finding a baby abandoned on a 
plastic bag on the rubbish bin, 
and how the image haunts her. 

“We saw a plastic bag — 
took it — inside it there was a 
baby — don’t know whether is 
a boy or girl — took it — 
before arrived home — my 
sister said — must throw it 
away — threw it — go home,” 
H.M. writes. 

“In the evening — saw the 
plastic (bag) again — now that 
baby was crying — though it 
was another baby.” she con- 
tinues, describing the night- 
mare which plagued her that 
night. 

The same girl goes on to 
describe how she witnesses in 


the next two weeks a police 
attack on her sister's boyf- 
riend. a shop hold-up. an arson 
attack in which several people 
die. and how her father knock- 
ed down a pregnant woman in. 
his car. 

A 14-year-old boy describes 
bow a neighbourhood party 
turns violent and ends in rape. 

“Drunkards were going up 
and down shouting and making 
funny things. At last I heard 
the scream of a girl. Hen I say 
to myself, surely it must be one 
of those small girls, they are 
trying to rape her,” he says. 

“Give Us A Break," pub- 
lished by Skotaville, a non 
profit-making South African 
educational publishers, does 
not preach politics other than 
reflecting the thoughts and 
passing comments of the young 
authors. 

But the political message is 
strong. 

“Cleaned the house and 
made a fire. I think this is a bad 
year than other years. Here 
are many killings, rape, mur- 
der. Other people died from 
sick nerves, others from burnt 
bouses and others from 
knives,” one boy writes. 

“It seems to be a year of 
sacrifices... went to bed after I 
washed the dishes,” he con- 
tinues prosaically. 

“Ignorance will destroy our 
nation,” writes another. 

White South African socie- 
ty, which normally reads or 
hears little of the grim realities 
of township life, has reacted 
sympathetically to "Give Us A 
Break,” describing the book as 
a valuable lesson about the 
racially-divided country. 



Soweto's children in the thick of violence and strife 


Paris covers up— 
designers shun legs 

PARIS (R) — Apparently taking 
to heart Coco Chanel's maxim 
that the knees are the ugliest 
parts of a woman's body, Paris 
designers opened eight days of 
autumn and winter ready-to-wear 
collections Wednesday. Desig- 
ners Barbara Bui, Doby Broda 
and Hiroko Koshino shunned 
beautiful legs by opting for ankle- 
length skirts and trouser suits. 
He trio, who have been based in 
Paris only for the last five to six 
years, are still gaining the experi- 
ence needed to rival world- 
famous names showing later this 
week. Heir collections were pre- 
sented to small audiences at ex- 
pensive hotels around the capital 
instead of the Marquees catering 
for up to 2.700 journalists and 
buyers in the Louvre Museum’s 
courtyard. Bui, a French designer 
of Vietnamese descent, dressed 
her young pre-Raphaelite-style 
models in puritanical style, 
choosing stark suits in chocolate, 
black and olive. 

Nuns under 
starter’s orders 

TRIM, Ireland (R) — Nuns 
around the world are undeT star- 
ter's orders to exchange their 
habits for riding breeches and 
race in an International Nun Run 
Gassic. “We are urging any nuns 
available for the race to get their 
whips out and get into training,” 
organiser Sean Dempsey told re- 
porters. “Even if they don't have 
a suitable pony, we can supply 
some on the day.” He Interna- 
tional Nun Run Classic is being 
staged June 25 at the annual pony 
races at Trim in central Ireland. 
The winner's prize is 1 ,000 punts 
($1,500) — but the first nun past 
the post will have to donate the 
purse to charity. 

Syrian wears out 
shoes in march for 
children 

GENEVA (R) — A Syrian father 
of two has worn out 22 pairs of 
shoes and plans to go through 
several dozen more in a global 
march to protect children from 
war. Ahmad Mohammad 
Joubeiii, from the Israeli-occu- 
pied Golan Heights, has already 
walked 13,000 kilometres 
through 22 European countries 
since September 1987. He plans 
to travel another 77,000 
kilometres to 110 more nations in 
his campaign to draw the atten- 
tion of governments to the plight 
of children caught up in wax. 
Joubeiii, a 33-year-old phy- 
siotherapist, told journalists that 
children are “the big victims and 
the most tTaumatised by armed 
conflicts.” He plans to go to the 
Arab countries next and then to 
the Americas, finishing his jour- 
ney in Hiroshima, Japan, August 
7, 1993, the 38th anniversary of 
the explosion of the first aromic 
bomb. 

Tabloids chide Yorks 

LONDON (AP) — London's 
tabloid newspapers Wednesday 
accused the Duke and Duchess of 
York of hitting “the jackpot" in 
the new British budget which 
awarded them a 79-per cent pay 
raise. Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Nigel Lawson said Tuesday 
the couple will receive state in- 
come of £155.400 (nearly 
£266.0(10) for the fiscal year be- 
ginning April l. up from £86,500 
(S 148.000) this year. It's the 
second year in* a row that 
Andrew. Queen Elizabeth II's 
second oldest son. and his wife, 
the former Sarah Ferguson, re- 
ceived larger increases than any 
other members of the royal fami- 
ly. “Hat's rich” said the headline 
in the Daily Express. “His is the 
second year running the couple 
have hit the jackpot.” “Young 
Yorks rise is 10 times rate of 
inflation." said today. It also 
noted that their weekly increase 
of £1,325 (£2,279) compares with 
a new weekly tax break of only 
£4.35 pounds’($7.48) for the aver- 
age Briton. “69,000 for Andy 
(and Nigel gives the rest of us just 
4.35 a week," said the Sun, Bri- 
tain's largest circulating newspap- 
er. “He grand old duke of York 
had 10,000 men, but the rather 
grander younger duke of York 
and his wife have got use of a 
£70.000 rise which is better,” said 
the Daily Mirror, referring to the 
nursery rhyme about one of 
Andrew's predecessors. 

Dog gets sick at baby 
birth 

SURREY, British Columbia 
(A?) — The new father was fine, 
but the dog twice got sick and had 
to leave the delivery room. Rick 
Oakes and his guide dog, Bryor, 
were there when Whitney Leanne 
Oakes was bom at Grace hospital 
in Vancouver. Oakes and his 
wife, Chantal, both blind, 
wouldn't have had it any other 
way. 









